SITE VISIT REPORT ON 09 11 2008 BY

PL SUBRAMANIAN, CHENNAI – 600106

Myself, PL Subramanian, visited Tiruvannamalai on 09 11 2008.  I informed Sri Ravi, Hariksha Peoples Welfare Trust, prior to my arrival there.  We arranged a Car to visit the cerebral palsy and mentally retarded children in and around Avalurpet, which is 25 kms away from Tiruvannamalai.  Smt Sujatha, wife of Sri Ravi, Sri Sathish, friend of Sri Ravi also accompanied us.

First, he took me to his play school.  Since it was Sunday, I was not able to meet any child there.  However I saw the toys and other equipments used by the children.  Also I went through the documents related to Hariksha Peoples Welfare Trust, 80G certificate, IT returns for the last three years.

We visited Vadugampoondi village, and saw two cerebral palsied children on the ground with flies hovering around them.  Their elder sister is OK.  We asked their mother whether she will be willing to send her children to the proposed learning center in Avalurpet. We asked their mother whether she will be willing to take care of the other children having similar disabilities.  She told us that she will inform her decision in a day or two regarding working as the caretaker for the cerebral palsy and mentally retarded children.  She readily agreed to send her two children to the school.  Smt Sujatha explained them the need for the children to be self-sufficient.  For that, she will impart physiotherapy exercises and occupational therapy exercises to those children.  The parents have to supplement this, by extending their efforts in giving exercises as advised by instructors.  Further, Sri Ravi informed that transport facilities will be arranged.  Children will be picked from their houses in the morning and dropped at their houses in the evening.

Next, we went to Ilavarasan’s house.  He is also a mentally retarded and cerebral palsy  child.  His sister is OK.  His mother also readily agreed to send him to the school.  She has also assured to do the needful in this regard.

Later, we have seen 5 CP and MR children.  All these children can be rehabilitated, if they are given occupational therapy and phsiotheraphy exercises with the allround support from their parents also.  

With the support extended by Sri Ravi, there is an awareness among the parents to make their children to do their daily needs on their own.  Even then, some unscrupulous elements have cheated them on the one pretext or other financially.  Parents, due to their ignorance and a fond hope of getting their child to normalcy, have spent money for applying oil and other similar treatments.  Sri Ravi informed them not to do so.  He also explained them the reasons for cerebral palsy and mental retardation, one of them being the marriage among close relatives.

At Avalurpet, we visited the house, which is going to be used as the school for the cerebral palsy and mentally retarded children.  The land lord is ready to give the house for a monthly rent of Rs 1000.00. Some face lifting is to be done for the house for the safe keeping of those children.  The house is OK.

Sri Ravi informed me, that his wife Smt Sujatha will look after those children and a physiotherapist, a care taker, a cook will also be appointed. They informed that these children have been denied admission in the regular school. As such there is a need for separate school for such type of children.  Further I was told that there are around 100 CP and MR children in and around Avalurpet.  He has selected only 30 students whose parents are willing to extend their co operation. He has to arrange two transportation arrangements to bring the children from both the sides of Avalurpet.

In my opinion, Sri Ravi and Smt Sujatha have taken enough steps in creating awareness.  If every thing goes in the right direction, they have plans to open the school on December 3, 2008, the disabled day. Since the parents are willing to send their children to the school, Hariksha trust can potentially make these children self-reliant.  The trustees are also OK.  

Hence the funds may be released to the Hariksha Peoples Welfare Trust. Quarterly site visit is also recommended on the progress. 
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