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Differently-abled
kids prepare
eco-friendly colours
so that you can
have a healthy Holi

Bhawna Gandhi | rw

i¢ colours are the

A rage In Gurgaon this
% W Holl. Prepared using ex
{ Nowers and oth

)‘ tracts of Ik
\ # er organic plants, these

colours not only allow people to
enjoy an ecofriendly festival, but
also serve as a source of income for
1 group of differently-abled children

i ire these products

who manufact
wer the course of a yeau

Various NGOs in Gurgaon have

engaged these children in the task

of preparing colours

using flowers, with

an aim to add

colour to their

own lives by

empowering

them financial

Iv. “We collect

flowers from var-

jous temples

and hotels

and then process them to make nat
ural colours. These differently-abled
Kids are taught how to sort out the
flowers on the basis of colours, which
are then dried in the shade to make
natural colours,” said Seema Krish
nan of Khushboo Welfare Soclety

She added, “After the colours are
prepared, we pack them beautifully
ind sell them to corporate houses
like Wipro and Fidelity"

Anmol Sharma, 11, of Laxman Vi
har suffers from Down's syndrome
but his disability has not got in the
way of his creativity He works with
colours throughout the year so that
others can enjoy a safe Holi

Although his hand.eve coord!
nation is not perfect, he can easily
sort out the flowers,” sald Krishnan

Kirti Wadhwa from New Colony
15 speech deficient, but has a pro

found fondness for art and colours
She eagerly awaits her classes, where
she sits with other kids in a group

and does the sorting, cutting and dry-,

ing of flowers

“She is an active learner. She fin
ishes her work fast and also helps
the others learn,” said her teache:

Soni Verma, a 10-year-old with
multiple disabilities, spends her days
sitting by the window and gazing
outside. But talk of flowers, and her
eves begin to sparkle

She motions for a pair of scissors,
signaling that she wants to cut
the flowers and begin making
some colour

Various NGOs in the city have
joined hands with the Delhi-based
Society for Child Developiment to pro-
mote the Natural Colours program
Madhumita Suri, founder of Society

HUE AND TRY: These children from
various city-based NGOs are trained
to make natural dyes

for Child Development says more
than 650 differently-abled children
are engaged in the collection and re
cveling of lowers
“We have kids from more than 40
NGOs associated with us, who col
lect flowers and send them to us for
processing. Last year, we produced
more than 50 kgs of natural colours
which was in turn purchased by ho
tels, corporate hubs as well as the
finistry of Environment. Depend
ing upon the work done, each child
earns anywhere between Rs 500 and
Rs 5.000.” said Suri

These organic colour packets ar
sold at Rs 40 per pack for 100 gms and
Rs 250 per kg in case of a bulk
purchase

The money raised from selling
these colours goes into other ¢
welfare programmes or is given to
the child who manufactured it as
reward money
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