SETU Site Visit


	During December of 2007, I had the opportunity to visit the SETU special education school located in the Ahmedabad, Gujarat. I visited the center on a Saturday afternoon. When I arrived there, the project supervisor and one of the members of the Board of Trustees (also a parent of one of the children at the center) showed me the center and explained their proposal to Asha.
	The centre has 3 floors and a basement with various rooms on each floor specified for various activities. For example these is a visual arts lab. The lab has special glow in the dark toys and posters mean to exercise and stimulate the visual senses. The basement is a physical therapy lab. There were several pieces of equipment such as bikes and a trampoline which are used in the physical therapy portions of the children's’ curriculum. The center look well maintained and equipped. Even on a Saturday, there were several students and parents as well as staff present at the center.   
	After I had seen the center, I had an opportunity to sit down and talk with the project supervisor. He explained the SETU philosophy and how the program was structured. He explained the importance of involving parents throughout the process. As such, as part of the program the parents are also required to come to the center and spend some time going through various exercise and engaging in games with their child. The program has several components (such as motor skills development, speech development, physical therapy, etc.) catered to each child’s needs. There are skilled professionals who work with the children and parents.
	SETU had recently begun working with another NGO, Samarth. Samarth is an NGO working in the Juhupura are of Ahmedabad. Juhupura is one of the largest Muslim ghettos in India. It is also one of the places that has been adversely affected by race riots. Samarth runs various community initiatives in the area; in particular, they run non-formal education centers in the area. SETU has trained several Samarth teachers to be identify special needs children. Therefore, SETU has asked ASHA to fund 30 children form the Juhupura. Generally, SETU asks for a financial commitment from the parents. But, as the area has suffered economically, this does seem feasible in the Juhupura area. SETU proposal to Asha is for the funding of expenses for these 30 children. This would include transportation from the Juhupura are to the center, money for materials, and salaries for teachers/professionals. 
	At this point, I had asked the project supervisor if we could visit the Juhupura area. We decided to meet the next day (Sunday) and take a visit to the area. Unfortunately, I was not able to talk to any of the residents. SETU itself has very little roots in the community. Since no one was available from Samarth (it being a Sunday and election day) we could not talk to any of the residents. This concluded my site visit. 	
