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Introduction
Its the first day of the new decade. I am in-route to Amarpura village in Chittorgarh 

district to meet my friends at Aadhsrahila School. This is an annual ritual, of visiting and 
spending a day at the school, that I try and keep ever since I helped lend a small hand in 
laying the foundation of a tiny experiment that germinated in my meetings with  Khemraj 
Choudhary, Suman Chouhan, and Teesta Bharti  between 2006-2007.  With the seed funding, 
and consistent stewarding of Asha for Education, the project is a remarkable success story 
and home to over 65 tribal girls. 

I must at this moment, remember my friend, and legendary social worker and rights 
advocate, Khemraj Choudhary. He had worked with MKSS, and NBA who championed 
Khaat Andolan, and dedicated his life for the tribal communities of Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh, passed away in 2018. His work with tribals of Chittorgarh and other 
parts of southern Rajasthan is barely documented, but, Ba Sa, as he was popularly 
called, is remembered with great affection by the tribals that he dedicated his life for.   

 The journey from Udaipur that usually takes two hours is inundated by over 25 
bypasses and detours around under-construction over-bridges dotting the entire stretch of 
otherwise well laid NH27, turning the usually pleasurable ride onerous. But, things went 
back to their usual, rustic, serene senses, and time dialed itself back once we turned right 
after Delwas, onto Chittorgarh-Mangalwaad Road that goes straight to Amarpura village. I 
was searching for the overhead water tank that has been my milestone for the home/office of 
Pratirodh Sansthan and Aadhsrshila School. The, not so tall, water tank was easy to miss but 
I forgot about the new signboard which was erected last year. We turn left into a small 
unpaved road. A few minutes over noon, I’m at Aadhsrahila.   

I meet Suman Chouhan, beaming with a smile outside her home-office, the same place 
we met for the first time in 2007. The semi-constructed building, opposite to her home-office 
that was the first home of Aadharshila school, is now a fully constructed house of a local 
Rajput family. There’s more construction underway in a nearby lot and the construction 
material is liberally spread in the middle of the road. I conveniently left the exciting 
maneuvering and parking tasks to Manohar Singh, my old associate who gave me company 
for the road trip, and went inside with Suman Chouhan. I met with Premlata, one of the 
oldest staffer at Pratirodh Sansthan and one these resident teachers, at the school. The other 
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teachers and Omkar (The Cook) are at the school preparing for the lunch. As usual I’m 
advised to eat first before meeting the children. I’m usually vary of visiting the school when 
the lunch is being served,  I’m a bad influence on usually disciplined students, who all run 
around and want to greet me whenever I arrive (which is is a particularly problematic 
preposition while lunch is being served). However, lunch also makes for a great time for with 
the children. I’m famished, so are the girls, the more formal conversation and discussions will 
have to wait. I sat down to eat some delectable food cooked with locally grown vegetables, in 
the envious company of 67 girls and 3 amazing women of Pratirodh Sanstha. I’d stay on for 

next few hours at the school. The findings are summarized in the following section of this 
report. I must note that I didn’t intend to write this as a report at all till Nehal Bandi (steward 
of this project from Asha for Education asked for a field report). I left the school a little after 
4pm after drinking copious amount of chai and going hoarse from singing with the deafening 
lot. The summary of findings and useful updates are documented in the following section. 
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1. The girls performed a small street play (Nukkad Natak, a street play genre devised 
by Jan Natya Manch etc. and popularized by Safdar Hasmhi et al) titled “Aurat.” I am 
amazed at the quality of the dialogues and songs and the alacrity with which the street 
play was conducted. This team has been, deservingly, awarded for performing this play in 
the recent past.

2. About 9 students are preparing for the Government boards examination at grade-V/
VI for admission into KGBV (Kasturba Gandhi Balika Avasiya Vidyalaya). 

3. There are over 75 students pursuing their education in Nahargarh KGBV and other 
Government Senior Secondary schools who graduated from Aadharshila.

4. The school continues to operate in the new building that was constructed after the 
rented premise has to be vacated a few years back. This new building only has a tin roof 
that leaks at various spots during rains, besides indoors being a little dark for want of 
sunlight and limited supply of electricity. 

5. The school seems to have supplies of books, notebooks, and basic stationary. The 
reading material and books seem unchanged from when I visited them last. The school 
follows the state syllabus along with open curriculum influenced by eklavya foundation.

6. The students seem engaged, happy, and healthy. Overall sanitation habits and 
cleanliness has improved quite a bit, although, the girls do run around without their 
footwear ever so often. But, tribals, especially women, are rarely known to wear shoes, 
and these are culturally alien practice that will take time to inculcate. 

Khaat Andolan led my Khemraj Choudhary over 30 years back was a social revolt 
against the regressive practices of the upper casts against the tribals of the region. The 
tribals and lower cast Dalits were not allowed to wear any footwear while passing the 
house of an upper-cast person. Instead they were (and in some parts still are) required to 
keep their footwear on their head while passing an upper-cast person. The Dalits and 
tribals agitated and symbolically carried their cots (Khaat) and sat in those cots in front 
of the house(s) or upper cast people of the community. This was a watershed moment in 
the history of Southern Rajasthan that not only galvanized the tribals and Dalits but 
also created a mass awareness of the prevalent regressive practices. I partly blame these 
cast afflicted practices to explain the habits that the tribals children exhibit.
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7.  The school hasn’t really expanded in its methodology or scale and continues to 
work with the relatively small batch of girls, preparing and motivating them to get into 
middle school. This strategy of a bridge for first-generation learners has proven to be 
quite effective and is something that Aadharshila school under Suman Chouhan’s able 
leadership is excelling at.

8. Back in 2007, every single girl child, as young as 7 years, who was enrolled into the 
school was married. In 2020, not even one girl of the 67 present is married. This is a 
remarkable achievement. This is an easily overlooked aspect of this school but taking 
child marriage was one of the intrinsic motivations of this experiment. I strongly feel that 
Suman Chouhan, and Khemraj Choudhary’s tireless work for over a decade has played a 
pivotal role in reversing this trend of child marriage. 
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9. A large number of people and agencies continue to visit the school and offer 
donations of clothing, supplied for the children, and other forms of aid. Inspecting the 
visitors log suggests that a group of graduate students along with their professor from 
Karve Institute of Social Studies, University of Pune, visited the school and wrote 
admirably about the school and its work. 

10. School can certainly benefit from an improved infrastructure, especially the roof and 
improving the lightning inside the main hall. 
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