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The New School Campus
Work began on the foundations of the classrooms in October. The
five classrooms are almost ready. Roofing has been completed on
three of them, and the walls have been finished in the other two.
Finishing and flooring of all five are yet to commence.

We want our buildings to be:
•

aesthetically pleasing

•

cost effective

•

environment and child friendly

•

adhering to government norms

•

built by local artisans

•

making use of renewable energy as far as possible

Well
In November and December, the Thulir Alumni dug a well in the
new school land and struck water at 12 feet. The severe water
shortage in the summer forced us to deepen the well in May.

Tree planting
Govinda and Leela from Marudam School organised a tree
planting weekend in the new school land. Teachers and students
from Marudam brought tree saplings and joined with our teachers
and students for this event.
In spite of poor rains in the month since, the planted saplings have
been doing well so far.

Basic Technology Group
This year's Basic Technology group comprised of Raghu, Sriram,
Mohan, Perumal, Karthi, Prabhu and Annamalai. They did some
courses on plumbing, electricity and construction. However, many
of their families faced financial hardships due to demonetisation
and severe drought over the past few years. Several of them left as
a result to seek jobs outside the valley, and three of them joined
the construction group on the new school site.
New Staff

Jaishankar & Madan, students of architecture, from Adhiyaaman
college of Engineering interned at Thulir for three months and
worked on the construction of the new school campus.
Muthu Chellappan, a young architect, visited us to learn about
sustainable building technology and has stayed on to help us in
site supervision at the new school construction site.
Teacher Training Workshops
•

teacher training workshop at Marudam from October 20th
to 22nd

Kumar from Naikuthi village joined the Thulir team and has been
helping us with site supervision at the new campus.
Ram and Archana have left lucrative careers in Bangalore and
shifted to Sittilingi to work at Thulir.
Visitors/ Volunteers
A number of resource persons have visited Thulir or volunteered
with us for short periods over the course of this year. A few of
those who worked with us for longer periods of time are
mentioned below.
Vidya, a young B.Ed student from Dindigul, volunteered in the
school for 2 months.
Sunder, a BA graduate from Delhi, volunteered with us for almost
a year, taking English classes for the children.

Chitra, Sinthamani and Sasikala from Thulir attended a

•

At the beginning of the academic year, Poornima from
Thiruvannamalai conducted a two day workshop for
teachers at Thulir.

•

Jessica from Marudam Farm School visited Thulir and
conducted a workshop on Pedagogy through movement
and games.

•

Nikita from Marudam initiated a craft workshop for
teachers when she visited Thulir with Ram.

•

Four of our teachers are attending a two day yoga
workshop every month. This is being conducted at THI by
teachers and therapists from Yoga Vahini. This school of
yoga is based on the Krishnamachari tradition.

Project based learning

Water Awareness Rally

In our project based approach to learning, every month we choose
a theme and explore it through different disciplines. For example,
in the project about plants, children wrote about different plants,
read stories about plants, did a play on plants, conducted practical
experiments on how plants grow and what they need to grow and
recorded their growth graphically.

During the month with the theme of water, we conducted a small
awareness rally through the village stressing the importance of
water conservation. We wrote placards, created and shouted
slogans and with the help of Sakthivel fixed the leaking
community taps on our way.

Their science, math, language and arts and craft are all based on
the month's theme. Over the year, children did projects on colour,
food, plants, the five senses and water.

Public Drama Performance
As part of the theme of plants, our students performed a play on
the importance of trees during the annual meeting of the Sittilingi
Organic Farmers Association (SOFA).

Although it was the childrens' first time performing for a large
audience of around 500 members, it was well received.

It was organised by the youth from Thulir and THI. Around a
hundred men, women and children ran 10 Km and 5 Km runs.
Santhosh and friends from Runner’s High arrived and participated
to provide encouragement and support.

Participation in Running events

Participation in the Craft Week at Marudam

Sakthivel and the BT students group participated in the Auroville
marathon in February.

Sakthivel was a resource person for the Marudam craft week and
guided students in bamboo craft work. The BT course students
also participated in the craft week and learned various crafts.

On October 16th, Sakthivel, Prabhu, Annamalai, Mohan, Perumal,
Raghu, Sriram and Karthi participated in the Bengaluru Marathan
5K run.
The Sittilingi Run
A long-distance running event in Sittilingi has been planned for
many years and finally took place on January 22nd this year.

School trips
Our children come from six villages in the valley – Thanda,
Sittilingi, Moola Sittilingi, Velanur, S.Dadampatti and Rettakuttai.
We decided to organise exposure trips to all of these different parts
of the valley.
The first trip was to Thanda. Melthanda and A.K Thanda are
Lambadi hamlets in the valley. The Porgai artisans who create
handmade embroidery are from here. We visited students’ homes
and also a small power loom plant. We observed how a loom
works and how weaving is done.

In another trip, outside the valley, fifteen children along with four
teachers visited Marudam Farm school, Thiruvannamalai.
Our children attended some of the sessions in the school. In the
evening we visited the big temple and the Ramanashramam.
We spent the second day in the Park developed by The Forest Way
Trust.
Camping at school
As most of the children have never spent a night away from their
parents so far, we planned for all of the 6 and 7 year old children
to spend one night at the school. The night was filled with various
activities. Everyone participated in cooking dinner using firewood
and a star gazing session followed.

Music and Dance workshops
We invited Mr. Mohan from Polur for a week in March to conduct
an intensive folk dance workshop. Teachers too participated in
learning these traditional Tamil dances and songs.
Shirly, Baby and Shanti, the founders of Kanavu Gurukula at
Wynad conducted a song and dance workshop in Thulir from 20 th
to 23rd October.

Scratch
Workshop for Village children
A one-week dance workshop was conducted for the government
and private school children during the summer vacation. Students
learned to do Paraiyattam, Oyilattam, Kummi and other folk
dances.

Sreyarth took classes on using the computer programming tool
Scratch for our older children during the months of June-July and
later again in December. Scratch is a free programming language,
which can be used to create interactive stories, games, and
animations.
With Sreyarth’s help, children created multiple programs in
scratch and tried their hands in simple animation scripts.
Pongal Celebrations
Pongal is a Tamil rural cultural and harvest festival that falls in
January, and is celebrated every year in the Thulir campus. The
children painted on the walls of Thulir. Pongal was cooked and the
women danced the traditional folk dances. Colourful rangolis from
the children and staff were drawn on the floors.

Street Performance
At the end of the dance workshop, the students put up a cultural
show in the middle of Sittilingi village in the evening of May 14th.
Almost the whole village turned up to watch and helped in the
organising, even though they had very short notice of the program.

Annual Day
The Annual Day function was held on the 12th of April. A simple
stage was put up on the Thulir ground and the audience included
parents, relatives and others from the villages.
The students all participated and performed for almost two hours.
The teachers also joined in and danced for a couple of songs.

We also had three group meetings with parents during the year, in
June , September and in March.
Many parents actively participated in these meetings and
individually interacted with the teachers about their child’s
academic performance.
In an open discussion, most of the parents expressed immense
satisfaction with the school and with their child’s progress.

Parents Meeting
We encouraged parents to visit the school and observe their
children's progress during time set aside for the purpose in
November/December. We staggered the timings of their visits
across these months. They each attended their child's classes and
then discussed their child’s progress with us privately.

The meetings each concluded with a performance by the children.

Thank you all for supporting us through all this.
****

