
Call Date: July 21, 2012 

Attendees: Sindhu Rajaram, Savitha Sridharan. 

  

1. Nammalvar's health: Nammalvar's health has suffered due to some food poisoning related 

issues in September 2011 causing constant vomitting. His health has mostly recovered. 

Medication was mostly herbal. 

2. How did Nammalvar manage without Asha- Austin funding since April/May 2011?  

- The fellow told us that he suffered due to lack of funds, however, he managed as much as he 

could. 

- Nammalvar has been conducting training for farmers in association with NABARD. This training 

used to involved about 24 NGO representatives earlier. However, the number of NGO 

representatives involved has been reduced to 7 and NABARD has been paying Nammalvar for 

conducting these training programs for farmers. This income is helping him manage without the 

Asha Austin funds. 

3. Future work:  

- the NABARD training programs have received much attention and participation with more and 

more people getting to know about the program. However, there is lack of infrastructure to 

conduct the training lie classrooms, material, videos etc and they are trying to find ways to fix 

this issue. 

- Nammalvar plans to move to Organic cultivation of vegetables from the beginning of 2013 

from cultivating food grains 

4. Other updates:  

- There was lot of activity towards rain water harvesting and tree planting in Nammalvar's farm 

VANAGAM last year 

- Many volunteers from the IT sectors and from abroad are volunteering to help improve village 

schools and also ensure mid-day meals in the village schools are organic. The funds for this 

program are raised by the volunteer. 

 

There is a fundraising initiative that Nammalvar is working on. The initiative raises funds by 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM DONORS at Rs.1000 for planting a tree at VANAGAM, Nammalvar's 

farm. By contributing to this fund raising initiative, any donor can visit the farm and stay at 

the farm for free for any number of years from the date of donation. 

 

** It has been communicated to Nammalvar that Asha Austin has currently suspended all 

projects and might not be able to continue support for this fellowship. 

** It was also communicated that I will be stepping down as the steward for this project once 

this disbursement is complete. 

 


