                 Activity Report for the year 2008-09
                                       
 (By General Secretary)

A very warm welcome to all of you.  I am glad to present our annual report for the year 2008-09dealing with the events, activities and progress made during the past year. 
The membership strength of our Chapter as on date is 606. Fifty two members have enrolled during this period. Our last AGM was held on 16th November 2008 at Mahaveer Jain Hospital, Vasanthnagar, and Bangalore – 52.  Financial reports were read out by Mr. K.V. Ramachandra and were approved by the members.

 Periodical Executive Committee meetings were held for the period from Nov 08 to date.  

We have issued 2, 60,110 Ius of factor VIII and 69,165 Ius of F IX Valued at about 28.48 lac.

We have issued 30,691 Ius of AHF valued approximately Rs.2.45 lac free of cost to deserving members.

We have written off Rs.1.04 lac as amount not recoverable from members.  These amounts were remaining uncleared for more than 3 years. 
Physiotherapy treatment was availed by 220 members. For few of the members we give conveyance to and fro to enable them to attend the physiotherapy session regularly. For four members we have given financial assistance to procure physical aids such as Knee Brace, crutches and splints etc.

World Hemophilia day was celebrated on 17/04/09 at St. Johns Hospital, Bangalore. Hon’ble Minister for Health, Mr.Ramachandre Gowda presided over the function.  Blood sample for Factor VIII Inhibitor screening was taken from our members by the medical team of the Hospital. Dr.Cecil Ross, Dr.Ravindran and Dr.Sandeep spoke about the viral infection in transfusion medicine and about the precaution to be taken.
In connection with birthday celebration of Mr. Terkel Anderson, Denmark, a Regional Youth Camp was organized from 9th Jan 09 – 11th Jan 2009 at Best Club, RR Nagar, Bangalore. About 40 youth pwhs from south region attended the camp. Training was given on self infusion, Physiotherapy, Yoga, positive thinking, leadership skills etc.
. 

The womens group members Mrs Vanitha Krishna, Sona Bhattacharya, Ms Shameem and Ms Shyamla  Ganeshram organized and participated in the popular,”sunfeast run”.Mr Alex and Mr Ganeshram supported them along with members and volunteers from various companies .We were able raise a donation of Rs.1, 44,000/- .
Mr.Vishal & Mr. Manjunath.S of our chapter attended the National Youth Camp – Young Voices on Hemophilia in India - conducted by National Hemophilia Youth Forum on 31st July – 3rd August 2009 at Mumbai.
A joint study has been undertaken by Dr. PM Mannucci, Milan and Dr Cecil Ross, St John’s Hospital, Bangalore, in association with the Hemophilia Society. Six of our Children with hemophilia will be sponsored for free medicine on demand from Dr Mannucci and they will be observed for development of inhibitors during this period.
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Till now 9 of our members have made use of the small loans the society gives to either start or expand small business.
The benefit of Micro credit System, I would like to mention is not fully utilized by our members. Only 3 members has availed this facility. Those who are interested to have the benefit may contact the office for details.
We grateful to Ms. Sowmya Pratap for introducing the donors Mr, Sai Charan, Mr.Ginni Xanders  and Mr. Prakash Gudnavur for supporting 3 members of our chapter for medical assistance on a monthly basis.
We have our own website now, www.hemophiliabangalore.org. We would like to thank Mr Somshekhar, Mr Natarajan, Ms Sangeeta Natarajan, Mr Kiran and Skylur for their unstinted support and hard work put into building of this website. Their work is greatly appreciated.

We Thank Ms. Asha Thomas for sparing her time to come to the Society office and helping us   do the draft for the society ‘manual’.  

I am glad to inform you that Mr. Prabhakar a member of our chapter has been given Mr. Ashok Verma Memorial Scholarship.  The certificate and the scholarship amount will be handed over by 

Mrs Sona Bhattacharya.
I would like to bring to your notice that the mother of late M.Girish Bharadwaj a pwh - has donated Rs.25,000/- in memory of his son.  We propose to distribute this to the meritorious student members of our chapter.   Children studying PUC and onwards may submit their testimonials for our scrutiny for awarding the scholarship.
I am happy to inform the Hon’ble members that one of our members by name Mr. Manjunath got continuous encouragement, financial and medical help from our chapter. He could complete his Diploma in Mech Eng and after gaining some experience with a local firm; he got an appointment in Dubai and has left on first of this month (1.11.2009).  He could educate his younger sister and she has completed her Diploma and is employed locally.  He is from a very economically weaker section. He should be the role model for our youngsters to look on.
 I am glad to inform you that the following donors have donated for our society;

Ms. Kasturi Shyamsunder
-
Rs. 11,000/- 

Mr.Kumaran,Chennai 
- 
Rs.   5,000/- 

M/s Noor Md.Charitable Trust           Rs 10,000/-
Lioness Club of Bangalore                 Rs 48,250/-

Ms.Savithri                                         Rs. 10,000/-

M/s Indian Textile  Co                       Rs.   5,000/-

Socio Cultural Assn                           Rs. 10,000/-

Mst.Utkarsh                                       Rs.  2,000/-

Mr,Ram Prasad                                  Rs.10,000/-

Ms.Kusum Kadam                             Rs.  1,000/-
M/s Chandra Eng Works                   Rs .25,000/-

M/s Chandra Hardware                     Rs. 25,000

M/s Chandra Sales                            Rs .25,000/-
Sunfeast run                                       Rs 1,44,000/-
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I am also happy to inform you all that we have the clearance from the Government of India to get foreign fund donations. During my visit to (Microsoft, Redmond) Seattle, in June 2008, members of ‘Asha Seattle’ assured us of support to the Hemophilia Society, Bangalore. We look forward to association with them in the coming year.

I would like to emphasis the importance of timely attention and prompt treatment of the members whenever there is bleed or pain. This would save a lot of trouble and money and save lives.
Despite lack of govt medicine no patient was denied any help from the society. We will continue with our efforts in future.
Our Thanks to auditor’s M/s Prasad and Suresh who have rendered service all these years free of charge.

Now M/s Venkatachalam Iyer and co have taken over our auditing work.

We are grateful to the trustees of the Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain Hospital for giving the accommodation free of charge to the Hemophilia Society.
Last but not least, Mr. Balasubramanian, our admin manager, and Mr. Siju Paul, our physiotherapist whose dedication, honesty and hard work the hemophilia society is always grateful for.
I also thank our President, Office bearers and committee members for their cooperation all through.   

 Namaste
Ms Ranjana Ramchander

