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Asha Ballia School Visit at Bhaisahaan near Reoti (Padmanava Sen – 17th 

February 2017 – padmanava.sen@gmail.com) 

 

Snapshot of Visit: 

 Visit Summary 

o Reached Reoti from Asha Kaithi (Rajwari station) at 9 pm. 

o Received by Mr Vijay Pandey and stayed at his place for 2 nights 

o Visited the school at Bhaisahaan starting at 9-30 am on 17th February 

and spent there during full school hours (winter time – 10 am to 3 pm) 

o Visited each class, interacted with the kids and teachers 

 Overall impression 

o This is the first Asha Samajik Vidyalaya (social school) started in 1995 

and it is clear from the dedication of teachers why it has been running 

for so many years. 

o Not only education, children are taught hygiene, manners, 

communication skills that will last longer than their education 

o I felt these children do not have any other place to go since the 

Government school is far and the Government school teachers won’t 
go door to door to make sure that the children are coming to school  

o There are more girls studying in this school and traditionally in their 

families, the girls were not sent to school to take care of their younger 

siblings (now with the school intervention, that has reduced and at the 

same there is social requirement some education for girls to get 

married) 

o There is not pressure after RTE rules come to play and the school has 

been running without any glitches. Also most of the students in the 

classes are below Class III. 

o The teachers are very dedicated and even in tough financial years, 

they did not leave this school. 

o Current need  

 Some teaching and learning materials  

 Continuation of funding without gaps- primarily teacher salaries 

 

 

Details: 

Background – Asha Samajik Vidyalaya Bhainsaha, Reoti is a school run by Asha in 

Ballia. The school was started in 1995 when Sandeep Pandey (Magsaysay awardee 

and a founding member of Asha) visited Ballia with the initiative of Vijay Bhai, Vinay 

Bhai and two other teachers with the goal of making free education attainable and 

practical for the children of the local community, increasing awareness of the 

importance of child education, and veering young children away from hard labour. 
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Asha Samajik Vidyalaya (Bhaisahaan)

 

Houses of the students 

 

Today’s Status – Till today, the financial conditions of the community has not 

changed much. Historically, they used to have buffalos but the income has reduced 

over years leading many members of existing families migrating for work. Many kids 

have their fathers going to different cities for labour. Most kids are first generation 

learners. Also there was an inherent gender disparity while sending them to school. 

Girls were kept at home to take care of their young siblings and married off at early 

age. Also, parents have tendencies to take their children to the field for work. With 

school intervention, things have changed since they are taught till Class 6. Also, in 

recent years, the groom families require some level of education from brides forcing 

parents to send their girls to school. Also, children love their own place at school 

where they can study; they can play in game hours and learn things beyond 

syllabus. 
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Main building and Classrooms where Classes happen 
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Additional space available for Activities/Classes in the Campus 

 

Interaction and Observation - 

I have spent half an hour or more in each class and noticed the following points. 

Please note it is a limited time observation and sometimes it takes time for the kids 

to open up.  

 Two kindergarten classes of different levels were combined during the visit 

and Sadhana Mam was taking class (One of the teachers went to Varanasi 

for treatment). There were around 20 boys and 20 girls in the combined 

class. Most of them can write ABCD and their names. Some kids are recently 

admitted. 

 In Class 1 and 2 together, there were 10 girls and 4 boys present. They know 

how to write English letters and some words starting from those letters (but 

not the spellings). Class 2 can read Hindi with little breaks. 4 girls among 

them seem most regular and they can tell number tables till 13. Most of them 

can do additions even with carryover.  

 In Class 2, two of the girls are 9-10 yrs old but due to their levels, are in Class 

2. They left school for a long time and then came back due to community 

mobilization from teachers. So I asked if they value education and asked if 

their parents are educated or not. One of the girl argued that her father got 

education but it did not help him. Rest mentioned they believe education will 

make their future better. 

 In Class 3, English vocabulary is still limited to 1-2 words per letter. Two 

students are very good in Hindi reading, rest can improve. There were 7 girls 

and 1 boy in the class.  
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 In Class 4-5 combined, there were 5 boys and 5 girls. The hindi reading has 

improved significantly. Most students can do multiplication and divisions well 

(multiplication by 2 digit and division by single digit). In English, they got more 

vocabulary as well. 

 In Class 6, there were 4 girls and 3 boys. Their skill sets were similar to the 

bright students of Class 4/5. However, they were promoted based on their 

age. Most students confirm that they will try to finish class 10. They go to 

Government schools after passing out of Asha Samajik Vidyalaya. 

 During the break in noontime, they were playing in the small area between 

the classrooms and playing gilli danda and other games. Children were quite 

happy during this break  

 I was quite moved by one small incident during the visit. When two students 

(apparently sisters) gave me their Tiffin of Alu Bhujia packets. They insisted 

me to have that in front of them and made sure I eat. I felt joy and sorrow at 

the same time. I wish some mid day meals can be arranged for the kids 

(better food than Rs 1 Bhujia packets). They come from very poor families.  

Discussion with Teachers 

One of the teachers is a former student of the same school and she is teaching while 

finishing her graduation. It is a success story. Other teachers have been teaching for 

a long time and requested for continuous support and some teaching materials as 

given in the budget.  

Overall I had a very good experience and left Bhaisahaan wishing best for the kids.  

 

Children with all smiles  
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Class 0 Kids  
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Students of Class 1-2 Combined 
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Class 3 Students 

 

Students playing during break 

 

Fun time during Break (Use of Chalk) 
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Class 4-5 Students 

 

Class 6 Students (with 2 Class 5 joining them for photo) 
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Photo Session with Teachers and Students  

 


