Site Visit to Shoshit Seva Sangh Conducted on 2 March, 2009
“I want to see a Musahar [become an] engineer”, Mr. Sinha asserted when talking about the future of SSS at his office in Patna.  Earlier that day, Mr. Sinha sent his car to pick me up and we talked for an hour at his office before setting out to visit the school, which is around 30 minutes drive from his office.  He talked at length about the foundation of the school, it’s short but impressive history, and the recent success of getting the only 8th class student admitted to one of the best private schools in Patna and is studying pro bono.  The Private school conducted the entrance test, and admitted the boy in class 7. It’s a significant achievement, but not a permanent solution. 
The next batch of class 8th, which is 30 students strong, cannot get admission to the same private school and study pro bono. Mr. Sinha would need to extend Shoshit Seva Sangh and offer classes up to Class 10th. He contends that his education goal is not complete, if the students are not employable. Keeping these students focused, motivated and taking them to a level from where they can pursue their own path, is the ultimate goal of Mr. Sinha’s noble social initiative.
However, this ultimate goal is not so simple to achieve, in fact, it’s herculean in nature. Maintaining a school with standards of a private school, in terms of quality of education and standard of living, is costly. Further, the top 2 floors of twin buildings where the school is currently located would need expansion. As the classes would expand beyond 8th grade, it would seek laboratories and other academic facilities. To fulfill that need, Mr. Sinha envisions building a school from scratch on a piece of land, not so far from where the school is currently located. The funding to buy that land is one of the financial help, Mr. Sinha seeks from Asha.
Mr. Sinha has kept the initiative distant from government funding to keep it safe from local politics. Having worked in Bihar Government machinery for many years, he understands that government intervention can cripple the whole system, bringing it down and using the initiative as means of gaining votes from lower castes. So far, the school is funded is completely from private sources.
The school starts with a morning prayer, followed by classes from 9:30 a.m. to 3:50 p.m. with an hour break in between for lunch. Students have a tea hour at 4:30 p.m. where they are served milk and biscuits. They have an hour from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. to play carom and watch TV. At 9:00 p.m., students assemble for dinner. The student community is divided in four houses and each house has a Captain and a Vice Captain. The school also has two resident teachers to help students in the hostel. Other teachers commute everyday to school except on weekends. 

Teachers told me that the hardest subject to teach is English by any means. The school follows English medium syllabus. Apart from regular classes, some guest English lectures were conducted regularly pro bono. Further, to develop public speaking skills, every day one of the students is invited to speak on the podium. Students wash their own clothes since class 1 (they are provided soap). Their diet contains healthy balance of nutrients and includes eggs and vegetarian food. Students also get medical checkup twice a year to a nearby HMRI hospital without any charge.

After the assembly session in the evening, when the classes were over, I had an opportunity to speak with teachers. They all have excellent educational experience and shared their personal inclination to be a part of this school and this initiative. A copy of all the teachers profile is available on the SSS website on Asha.
During the assembly, I noticed that there was only one girl in the school. As Mr. Sinha explained, in general, parents are apprehensive about sending girls away from them. Another reason is the space limitation and structure of hostels, which cannot provide separate hostels for boys and girls. Mr. Sinha finally decided that it is in the interest of school to only accept boys currently. As the school would expand into its new premises with a campus, he would open the school to admit girl students.
