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Isha Vidhya School, Coimbatore - Site Visit Report Q & A 

 
1. Is there any counselling being done on kids who come from abusive background that may 

have caused due to child labor? 
 

Our major intake is between LKG to 2nd std. Lateral inductions in higher classes are from other schools 
(since they need to understand some English at least). So we do not have child labour joining our school. 
 However, there have been cases of abusive parents. We do not have professional counselling options for 
such parents. We rely on the 'Isha' way of pointing out the possibilities for the children and how the parent, if 
supportive, can also benefit. 
 

2.  Do we have data on what are the reasons for kids dropping out? Can we get Kid's drop out 
statistics? 
 

Most kids who leave Isha Vidhya do not drop out of school altogether. In fact very few do. Most of the 
children have left for other schools, for the following reasons:  

 Parents relocating to another town or district for livelihood reasons.  (Seen in all schools, particularly 
in Coimbatore)  

 Travel distance and time of commute to school. (Seen in all schools) 

 High cost of bus / van. Even when tuition is subsidised, a lot of parents are finding the steep 
increase in bus fees over the last 2 years, (caused by sharp increase in fuel costs, van hire rental 
and drivers' salaries), too much to afford. We are unable to provide enough subsidy support for this 
to the parents as yet though we would like to. Mainly seen in Cuddalore & Tuticorin schools, where 
parents' income levels are among the lowest of all schools. 

 Move to CBSE schools by some of the better off children, mainly seen in Erode school, where a lot 
of new CBSE schools have sprung up in the last 2 years even in rural areas. 

 Drop out from our Vanavasi and Nagarkoil schools this year was high since we have not yet got our 
recognition from the Govt for these schools. That, however, is likely to get remedied by end of this 
year. 

 
Dropout stats are as follows: 

  2012-13 2011-12 
Coimbatore 44 42 

Erode  56 42 

Nagerkoil 91 43 

Tuticorin 23 10 

Cuddalore 31 17 

Villupuram 18 8 

Vanavasi  65 19 

Total  328 181 
%   9.16% 6.59% 

 
  

3.  Do we have any data on Parents selecting Isha Vidhya over Govt. schools? How many & 
why?  
 

In most schools the applications we receive for LKG far exceed the seats available (by at least 50% and in 
one case this year, by as much as 300%). This is despite not doing any kind of publicity beyond the first year 
2 years of starting a new school. Some of the reasons is that their kids get an English medium education, 
get to learn to use computers, have heard other parents talk about how much the kids enjoy going to school 
and that we don’t punish the kids physically.  


