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This is my third visit to the Sita School. I met Jane Sahi at the Learning Net conference at

Chamarajnagar in 2007 and found her keynote address very interesting (you can find it

here: http://smallisbeautiful.blogspot.com/2007/08/jane-sahis-talk-on-dialogue-at-

learning.html). She mentioned her involvement in a project with NIAS about art in govt

schools, which also interested me. The first two trips were day trips, I spent about 3 days

at the school this time. This is a write up of my impressions over these visits.

The school is currently being supported by a UK based organization called Karuna Trust

and I believe they support projects usually for 3 years. Jane got them to extend support

for a little longer but it will end mid 2008.

Intro

The Sita School is an alternative education school situated in Silvepura village, north of

Bangalore. It was started by Jane Sahi in the early 70s just after she moved to Silvepura.

It was in response to the situation that many children were not going to school then.

About 30- 40 children between the ages of 4 – 14 currently attend the school. Children

study here till the 7th grade. They then write the state exam for class VII and join other

schools for their higher studies.



Campus

The school is situated on an acre or so of land and learning happens everywhere. There

are 4 rooms of varying sizes where some of the classes are held. At other times, children

have classes in the open, under the trees. The walls contain their art, projects, newspaper

clippings – it is very lively. The campus is very green – there are various trees and plants.

The children maintain a vegetable garden and the vegetables are used for their lunch.

There is a circular space flanked by trees that is their space for quiet contemplation.

        

        



The children who study  here

The children attending the school come from 3 neighboring villages and travel about 2km

on an average. When the school started in the early 70s, there were not many other

options of schooling for the children. Over the years, some govt schools have started and

there is also a convent school nearby. Many of the children in Sita School today have

attended either the govt school or the convent school and had dropped out since they

were not able to fit in for various reasons, learning disabilities and behavioral problems

being some of them. They receive personal attention at Sita School – the teacher student

ration being 1:8 which permits such attention.

Background of parents

As Bangalore expands, the price of land has escalated in the village and many people

who had been doing agriculture have sold their lands. While on the outside, it might

appear that the village is doing ok going by the pucca houses and two wheelers, the

reality is very different. Also, most children come from families that are economically

backward. Most of the fathers of the children are employed as casual labourers. Some of

the mothers are employed as domestic help. A number of the children come from single

parent families. Most families would have an income of between Rs. 2000 to Rs. 3000

per month. Many children are first generation learners. The children are charged a

nominal monthly fee of Rs 15 and a one-time fee of Rs 100 when they are admitted to the

school.



Learning

There is no notion of classes as in a regular school. The children belong to 4 groups based

on their learning ability. Learning happens through projects. On one of my visits, the

children had just finished a project on food and they were the ones preparing the meal

that day. They had made ragi muddai with a vegetable stew and a salad made from

sprouts. They were enthusiastically explaining about the nutrient value in each of the

ingredients. This time around, they were working on Tibet. They had some material on

the walls from this project. They had also watched some movies about Tibet.

                

I sat through Jane’s English class. Since the school follows Kannada as the medium of

instruction, teaching English becomes more challenging and fun going by the methods I

saw being used in the class that day. Different things from the garden had been brought in

and labeled – stick, grass, leaf, leaves, root, mud, stone, seeds, thorns and one more

which I now forget (despite the memory game we played in class). Flower! Initially each

of these were identified, Jane made the children say the names. Then the games started.

We all turned around and she hid one of the things and we had figure out which one it

was. The kids loved it! Then she covered all 10 items and each child had to remember

one of the things and we played the memory game. The next one would have to repeat all

the things mentioned till now and one more. That was quite a bit of fun. Then she brought

out some picture cards and the corresponding names. All of them were placed blank side

up. So we had to pick the card and pick the name. The initial few tries would be guesses

but soon we were keeping track of what turned up where. Again, much fun and the kids

were learning the names of the objects shown in the picture cards happily.

Flash cards are used in other classes as well. I saw them being used in an algebra class

but I didn’t spend much time to find out more about the activity they were doing.

They have an interesting collection of simple science experiments. I spent some time

looking through the ones in English, some of which they would convert into Kannada and



again create thick cards out of them with the diagram, the experiment and the science

behind it.

The school recently acquired a computer and Kamala, one of the teachers, takes classes

for 2-3 children every afternoon from 4-5 pm. The session I sat through used Encarta

extensively. Children were using the mouse for the first time and they were playing a

drag and drop game to guess which animals are extinct / endangered / in good numbers.

The kids had a good time guessing at times when they could not identify the animals. At

the same time they were getting familiar with the mouse. Kamala told me that children

have so far used Encarta and paint. She plans to show excel and word soon. I looked

around and found MS Movie maker on the computer and we looked at how to make the

slides – it might be fun for the children to make a movie out of the pictures they create in

paint. I think the computer is also being used to screen movies that Jane has been

collecting from different countries and cultures as an educational aid for the children.

Teachers

I met all the teachers – Divya, Kamala, Sarojini and Rebecca. They are all from the

neighboring villages and some of them have been working there for many years. Divya

has been teaching for more than 20 years now. Rebecca is an alumni of Sita School. She

teaches the younger children. They all seem very committed to teaching in a manner that

children learn and understand. I sat through some of their classes and found them giving a

lot of attention to each child. They would give different exercises to the children

depending on what they had learnt so far etc. The children are also quite comfortable

talking to the teachers and asking questions. The following article has more information

about the teachers: www.multiworld.org/taleemnet_pages/vernedu/4ver_educa_jane.pdf

Kamala and I think Sarojini as well live on the campus with their families.

Art

Art is part of the learning at Sita School. Jane’s husband, Jyoti is an artist and he started

the Art Ashram in Silvepura in the early 80s. It is about a km from the school. It is a

vibrant place with many people visiting it for workshops etc. Two of Jane and Jyoti’s

children are artists too and they work out of this Ashram. Another of them does a lot of

wood work and also has a workshop near the school. It is only natural, I think, that the

children at Sita School have a wide exposure to art. A good bit of education happens

through art. Many of the projects culminate in creating a picture, mural, something about

what they did their research on.

I find this aspect of the school fascinating and think we can learn much about

incorporating art into learning and facilitate interactions between them and other partners

we work with. Jane and Roshan have been working with NIAS on introducing art in govt

schools in Chamarajnagar.

Some of the pictures below show children in the youngest group painting about a recent

visit by a monkey :)



 

 

The afternoon I was there, the children were doing needlework. That both boys and girls

were engaged in it was something I found very refreshing :).

Here are links to the Art Ashram:

http://jyotiartashram.blogspot.com/

http://www.sahiprojects.com/

Intervention in Govt Schools

Since today most of the children in the community are going to mainstream schools, the

folks at Sita School feel it is necessary to interact with these schools and share material

with them that would improve the quality of teaching and make learning more fun.

Imogen,, who is affiliated with Sita School, has been involved in the science experiments

project. She created a huge folder with many simple science experiments. These are

being translated into Kannada as the children do the experiments. She and Kamala, one of

the teachers, have been working on sharing this with the mainstream schools.

Jane and Roshan have been involved in a project with NIAS to introduce art in

government schools in Chamarajnagar. They have written a book on this and some parts

of it are available on Roshan’s blog: http://roshansahi.blogspot.com/search?updated-

min=2007-07-01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&updated-max=2007-08-

01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=50



List of sources I referred to

Article on Sita School:

www.multiworld.org/taleemnet_pages/vernedu/4ver_educa_jane.pdf

My earlier site visit report: http://smallisbeautiful.blogspot.com/2007/08/sita-school-

vishram.html

Art in Education – Project with NIAS to work with govt schools in Chamarajnagar

Resource book for teachers:

http://roshansahi.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2007-07-01T00%3A00%3A00-

08%3A00&updated-max=2007-08-01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=50

Presentation:

http://roshansahi.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2007-08-01T00%3A00%3A00-

08%3A00&updated-max=2007-08-10T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=50

Jane’s Lnet talk:

http://smallisbeautiful.blogspot.com/2007/08/jane-sahis-talk-on-dialogue-at-learning.html

Art Ashram

http://jyotiartashram.blogspot.com/

http://www.sahiprojects.com/


