
Diwali 
 
Diwali is always celebrated in the school with a lot of enthusiasm. The children spent a lot of 
time in the week preparing the lanterns and decorations. They also built a beautiful fort as a 
centrepiece. They did a dance performance which they had practiced for many weeks. The 
children also made a scroll describing the story of Mahabali and the reason Diwali is celebrated. 
 

              
 
Geographical regions of Karnataka 
 
The Chandana group learned about the different geographical regions of Karnataka. Jane and 

Kamala browsed and downloaded various pictures from different regions of Karnataka. They 

also had a full updated map of Karnataka with the various districts marked. Each of the 

geographical regions - coastal, hilly, plains etc. were explored through pictures and facts 

presented as slides. The children were then asked to reflect on a set of questions about 

lifestyle, geography, nature etc.  in that region. For example, after a set of slides on ‘Malnad’ - 

the hilly regions, a couple of questions were asked - Which things are grown  in the hills?, Why 

can’t we grow tea in Silvepura? 

 
Zoo Trip 
 
The entire school went on a trip to the Zoo in the month of November. Thanks to Rashmi, a 
doctor who has volunteered with the health check up in the past, we got a subsidized rate for 
the entry fees and a safari ride in the Bannerghatta national park. The children were all excited 
and loved the entire experience of watching animals so close by. We had bears, lions and tigers 
walking right next to the safari buses. We then walked through the zoo, observing and 
assimilating a lot of information about various exotic animals. It was interesting to see the 
reaction of a caged cheetah irritated by stray monkeys on top of its enclosure. The children 
loved the experience of touching and feeling the skin of elephants. We walked through the 
smelly enclosures of the hippos, beautiful exotic birds, snakes and so on.  
 
After the trip, for a couple of weeks we did activities reliving the experience in various contexts. 
The younger children started on the names of animals they had never seen before in the 
English classes. The children drew pictures of the animals. We also discussed animals and their 



natural habitats. An interesting activity that week was the diary entry, when the kids narrated 
their experience and story as a caged animal. We also did a few activities on the computer with 
the older kids making a slide show of the pictures from the trip. 
 

        
 
 
Christmas celebrations  
The week before Christmas the children were involved in a number of craft activities. Everyone 
made a clay animal, bird or person to be part of the crib which was made of bricks, straw, 
bamboo and woven coconut leaves. The children also made dip candles. There was a small 
drama in which everyone had a part. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



Friday free choice activity - electrical and magnetic properties, drama, bead jewellery, 
thumb prints, making homes from waste and natural materials 
 
The Friday free choice sessions continue to be popular with the kids and we are a witness to 
many creative ideas from the kids! A group of kids do interesting drama sessions and provide 
valuable insight into their thoughts. A few kids are very interested in electrical and magnetic 
materials. They did an electro magnet and explored the relation between electricity and 
magnetism. Some of the other kids preferred working alone, making some beautiful bead 
jewellery or thumb print designs (using thumb impressions to create an image with a context). 
Some of the kids also used various material, especially waste lying around the campus to make 
homes! They designed rooms, doors etc. We have also gained a lot of learning through this 
experience - for e.g. we had to bring in some basic rules -  
1. No taking equipment/material without permission - one of the kids wanted the school water 
motor/pump to do a fountain! 
2. They should use easily available material and waste - and should not seek or spend money 
for any of their ideas. 
 

        
 
Computer Classes 
 
In the last three months (Nov - Jan), we have done many activities with Karuna, Spandana and 
Chandana groups. Karuna group is working on animating a Chinese story about a boy who gets 
a magic brush and uses it to help the poor despite the rich landowner’s efforts to use it for 
himself . Moye,, the volunteer from Japan also helps us in the computer session. We have got 
many new wonderful ideas from her on taking the sessions on Scratch further. Spandana group 
successfully finished their animation story and screened it to all the children in the school. We 
started with a group activity to construct the story, then created images in paint for the 
backdrops and characters. At a later point, we recorded ‘voice overs’  in both Kannada and 
English. All these inputs were then woven together using ‘scratch’. The children enjoyed the 
whole process a lot. Moye has given a wonderful suggestion of using photos of the kids 
themselves dressed up as characters and animating the images with voices.  We have also 
been trying to adapt the spontaneous stories/dramas that kids have been doing during the 
Friday session of free choice  in the computer class.  
 We could not do many sessions with the alumni as the elder kids have been having many 
special classes in the convent school and Santhosh also missed a few Mondays. When we do 
get back on track, we plan to finish the 'Sita School' movie project of the kids. 
 



 
Moe’s arrival and role 
 
Moe is a volunteer from Japan. She is an artist and has been working for five years in a 
community with adults with learning difficulties in the U.K. 
 
Moe arrived at the beginning of January and will be working for three months in the school. She 
has been doing some origami work with children of all ages. She has spent time with Manoj and 
Kiran each day and amongst other things they have made life-size puppets. They have very 
much enjoyed this time  to explore materials.  Moye plans to involve all the children in a mural 
before the term ends. 
 

 
 
Prayers - shlokas - pronounciation, meaning 
 
During the morning prayer we have always taken prayers from different traditions. Recently 
Sarojini along with some of the older children have been practicing some new shlokas  and  at 
the same time being more attentive to the meaning. They have helped the younger children  
learn and understand them.   
 
  
3 dimensional shapes 
Kamala has been making 3 dimensional shapes with a mix of polyhedral. By adding coloured 
paper to them they were used as attractive decorations in the school. 
 



 
 
 
Tracking RTE –  
 
It has been difficult to come to any clear decision as to how to best respond to the RtE Act 
because it is still not clear how things are going to evolve. There is one more year before the 
status of unregistered schools is threatened and so in the coming year we plan to explore 
different avenues. Jane has been in touch with other members of the Alternative School 
Network and the latest idea is that we should go as a group to present the case to a 
sympathetic Minister in Vidhana Soudha. In December Jane went to a two day meeting on RtE 
and the Dalit perspective. It was interesting to hear a different response and people suggesting 
that we should move away from a standardized text based education to something more 
practical and organic.  
 
In February nine members of the Alternative School Network went to Delhi to attend a meeting 
at JNU. Each member presented some aspect of the different schools and spoke of the need for 
diverse spaces. The meeting included a number of presentations from JNU PhD students and it 
was of particular concern to realize the growing segregation in schooling along caste and 
communal lines.  There was a sympathetic response from most of the people attending the 
meeting and there was a feeling that these schools should be better documented so that it 
would become clearer about the nature of these schools. There is a problem that private 
schools include a very wide range of institutions including profit-making, commercial 
enterprises. 
 
Roshan’s involvement 
 
Roshan Sahi has helped Sita School with his time and ideas in many different ways. We have 
had many sessions on Gardening where the kids involve themselves in hands-on activity - 
planting saplings, digging, clearing, watering etc. These activities are in connection with learning 
more about plants, trees and the world around us. Roshan typically starts with a concept, we 
find various aspects within the campus to understand the concept - e.g. the wide variety of and 
how they are different and how they are similar.  
 
Roshan also helped design and build the wash area in the school along with the children. We 
are now working on a playground with structures that would let children explore physical 



movement in different ways. Roshan has a blue print and we have also sourced funds and 
material for the playground and equipment.  

      
 
 
 
Riddles on vegetables 
 
Rebecca introduced names of vegetables and their characteristics in a novel way. The youngest 
children in school created riddles about different vegetables with some help from Rebecca. Here 
is an example (The riddles were made in Kannada and rhymed nicely. The literal translation to 
English might lose some of the import!) - 
 

“If you touch it, its skin is like the skin of an old lady and it tastes bitter” - Bitter gourd. 

 
The children presented the riddles to the rest of the school and we all had fun trying to guess 
the vegetables. The group also cooked curry along with Latha and Rebecca in the kitchen for 
lunch in the following week. 
 

 



Spastics Society run 
 
10 children from Sita School participated in the Team SSK - Run for inclusion in the month of 
November. The event had more 300 people participating with almost 150-200 kids from various 
backgrounds. It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to interact and be a part of an event 
that hosted people from different backgrounds. We started early in the morning on a Sunday, 
had a good run with the teachers, students and some alumni of Sita School participating 
together. We had a breakfast after the run and returned back home by afternoon. 
 

 
 
A film on Sita School 
 
Saumyanand Sahi, Jane's son along with a few friends is making a short documentary on the 
School and its relation to the community and the families in the villages. Somo is a wonderful 
filmmaker and we are all looking forward to the film which will also be a nice documentation of 
the work and role of Sita School in the community and its experiments with education. Here is a 
short trailer - http: //vimeo.com/34516126 
 


