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Water, health & education for women & children in Thar
1. Grant Details
	1.1.
	Grant Period
	October 2010 – September 2011

	1.2.
	Name of Project
	Water, health & education of women & children in Thar

	1.3.
	List of communities where 

project is being carried out
	Six villages of Jodhpur district. The list of villages is being attached as annexure in Table 1.

	1.4.
	Target Group
	Women, children & village community. 


2. Preamble 
Water, the life supporting aliment for living beings is the most precious commodity in Thar but is not equally accessible to all. The reasons behind dissimilarity are economical inconsistency and sometime social disparity too. This greatly makes impact on women life. To reduce the water fetching drudgery and vulnerability to access water, organization initiated and replicated rainwater harvesting techniques in various part of Thar Desert. Asha for Education supported Water, health and education for women and children was initiated in drought hit villages of Osian block of Jodhpur. Every fourth year in Thar is a dry year, last year the region received ample amount of rainwater and this was continue in current years.  The reporting years was not a drought year. People obtained sufficient amount of rain to fill their taanka at home. This year all taankas haves been build before rain that gave great relief to families suffering with water crisis.   
Additional to water project supports women in developing entrepreneurial persona through various vocational and capacity building trainings. Simultaneously schools running in Minno ki Dhani and Dabri villages fetch left-out and drop out children because of drought led vulnerability and migration of bread-earner in house. In nutshell project not only cater problem of water scarcity but also provide suitable solution to water and associated problems in indentified villages. Keeping the objectives of project, the report will provide brief of all accomplished activities and their impact on lives of women and children. 
3. Objectives of Project

3.1. Initiate the process of community development in six villages of the Thar Desert.
3.2. Organize women through formation of Self help groups.
3.3. Ensure water security in project villages by construction of Taankas.
3.4. Improve health conditions of women and children through health education &     provision of health services.
3.5. Spread literacy among children with a special focus on girl children. 
4. Progress of activities
4.1 Water security
Water is very crucial element in Thar and has always been kept with additional care and concern. Because of scanty rainfall, it is accumulated by traditional water harvesting system. Such systems are Naadi (village pond), Khadin (farm bund) and Taanka (underground tank). Among all, taanka is for household purpose. 
Taanka is very significant because it serves family need of drinking and domestic water. Its cylindrical shapes structure stores 20,000 liters water through an around catchment area either natural or artificial. After fully filled, this amount of water is sufficient for a family of 5-6 members for a period of 5-6 months. 
The members of VDC (village development committee) are directly involved in the process of selection of taanka beneficiary among the needy communities of target area. They have to ensure that the beneficiary family should be the most vulnerable in the community and priority is given to such family. Taanka management training was also organized to build local capacity about Taanka. 
Impact: 
Utility of a taanka can be observed after rain. This year construction of taanka was started in January and till August most of beneficiaries were accompanied with taanka. Year 2011 was a good year it terms of rain and harvest. Improved availability of water through taankas helped needy people and their families, enhanced their good status and overall health. Women are free from the everyday-water-fetching-drudgery of several kilometers.    
During reported period of October 2010 to September 2011, ten taankas were fully completed. Approximate 60 people got direct benefit through theses taankas.  

4.2
Women empowerment 
Of all the marginalized communities who populate the Thar Desert - permeating even the caste divide - women top the list. Engrained gender inequality and social attitudes towards women in the Thar have resulted in the suppression of the female gender for centuries. The profoundness of these attitudes is demonstrated by the lack of awareness of their rights possessed by the women themselves. Lack of self worth is in abundance in the desert villages of the Thar, a direct consequence of the women being treated as second-class citizens their whole lives. The gratuitous unfairness of being sidelined due to a gender distinction over which no woman has any control does not bear consideration by the men or the women living in the region. Being forced to fulfil their roles in society by completing the majority of household chores, as well as other forms of agricultural work and child-rearing, is a heavy burden for most women, who often forego education and economic independence as a consequence.
Recognising the dire need for empowering the female population of the Thar Desert, GRAVIS included the formation of Self-Help Groups as a means through which women in the target villages are able to emerge from the shadows of oppressiveness and begin to exercise some fundamental rights including financial, social and political ownership. Members of GRAVIS initiated SHGs are playing major roles in Village Development committees (VDC), Village Health and Sanitation Committees (VHSC), and Gram Panchayats. 
This year no new group was formed. Only already formed group received training of capacity building and entrepreneurial activities. Two capacity building trainings were organized at Cherai village. Women of SHGs received training on leadership, and book keeping for running SHGs. It was been kept in mind that women who already received training give chance to another women from same SHG to participate in it. Learning materials like pictorials were used for effective communication. 
Two vocational trainings were organizing in Cherai village. First training was on sewing and second training was on making local soap and detergent. In first training women participated were trained on sewing local women outfit as Lahnga and Kurti. It was kept in mind that at least 2-3 women from each village should learn sewing so that they would be able to earn through sewing. 
In second training women participated learnt about manufacturing of local soap & detergent. These soaps & detergent has a good consumption in local market and haat. Every household needs soap & detergent for cleaning. But the cost of already established (branded) shop is high and inaccessible to rural inhabitants. The cost of locally developed shop is low and can be manufactured with little investment in a household. Participated women shown aptitude to learn and make such items at least for household purpose. 
4.3 Medical camps
Scarce availability of healthcare services is an issue of major concern in the Thar Desert that affects the entire population, with severe consequences on women and children. Vulnerable and needy people suffer with a number of infectious and chronic diseases without any health aid. Low level of awareness on health worsens the situation. The project is putting a strong emphasis on addressing the health needs of community. Six medical camps have organized in all 6 project villages. The medical camps were organized by GRAVIS Hospital, Tinwari (Jodhpur). Every camp is followed with awareness on seasonal diseases, general diseases and other fatal diseases. The medical examination of the patients and distribution of medicines to them is essential part of such camps. 
4.4 Primary education
Two primary level schools are running in Minno Ki Dhani and Dabri villages. Now schools are integrated part of GRAVIS overall education programme. Strength of both of schools is 114 and 45 respectively. And 40 % of aggregate in both schools are girls. Boys-girls ratio in Minno ki Dhani and Dabri schools are 70: 44 and 24: 21 respectively. Nutrition curriculum (in Hindi) was developed by GRAVIS. This curriculum was taught to children about locally available nutritious diet and their affect on human body. Story books of patriots were also taught in schools. 
5. Activities accomplished 
During the grant year we did all the activities which were approved in partnership proposal. The following table gives a pictorial progress of the various activities of the project completed reported year. 
	 S.N.
	Activity
	Units completed

	1
	Construction of Taanka
	10

	2
	Taanka Management Training
	1

	3
	Capacity building workshop of SHGs
	2

	4
	Vocational training of SHGs
	2

	5
	Medical camps
	6

	6
	Running of school
	2


6. Pictures of activities 
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Pic 1 – Kids in Minno ki Dhani School
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Pic 2 – Kids in Dabri School
[image: image7.jpg]



Pic 3 – Bhawari Kanwar with her Taanka
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Pic 4 – Raeeso a taanka beneficiary 


Pic 5 – Surjo of Minno ki Dhani a taanka beneficiary 

Pic 6 – A medical camp organized under project 


Pic 7 – Capacity Building Training of SHGs

Pic 8 – Women gathered in Training 
 Annexures
Table 1 – List of project villages

	S. N.
	Village
	Implemented from

	1
	Minno Ki Dhani
	GRAVIS sub-center Gagadi

	2
	Ekalkhori
	"

	3
	Cherai
	"

	4
	Dabri
	"

	5
	Khabra Khurda
	"

	6
	Khabra Kala
	"


         Table 2 – Details of Taanka Beneficiaries

	S. N.
	Name
	Village 
	Members in family
	Distance of water source

	1
	Kamli w/o Ugmaram
	Khabra khurd
	6
	3 km

	2
	Jasu w/o Prema Ram
	Cherai
	5
	3 km

	3
	Samda w/o Daramram
	Dabri
	10
	3 km

	4
	Bhanwari Kanwar w/o Tahat singh
	Khabra Kala
	5
	3 km

	5
	Jhamku Devi w/o Ruga Ram
	Khabra khurd
	8
	3 km

	6
	Raeeso w/o Mehar Kha
	Minno ki Dhani
	4
	3 km

	7
	Meera w/o Hiraram
	Cherai
	6
	3 km

	8
	Surjo w/o Bhanwara Ram
	Minno ki Dhani
	6
	3 km

	9
	Elchi w/o Mohanram
	Minno ki Dhani
	6
	3 km

	10
	Mohini w/o Banshi Lal
	Ekalkhori
	7
	3 km


         Table 3 – Details of Self Help Groups (Continue from 2nd Year)
	S. N.
	Name
	Village 
	Members
	Bank a/c

	1
	Baba Ramdeo SHG
	Cherai
	14
	Y

	2
	Nav Durga SHG
	Minno ki Dhani
	14
	Y

	3
	Jai Baba Ramdeo SHG
	Minno ki Dhani
	13
	Y

	4
	Mahadeo SHG
	Ekalkhori
	15
	Y

	5
	Jagruk SHG
	Dabri
	12
	Y

	6
	Jai Pabu ji SHG
	Khabra Khurda
	11
	Y

	7
	Jai Bhawani SHG
	Khabra Kala
	10
	Y


Table 4 – Details of Medical camps

	S. N.
	Village
	Date
	Male OPD
	Female OPD

	1
	Ekalkhori
	13/05/2011
	22
	21

	2
	Cherai
	27/04/2011
	12
	33

	3
	Minno ki Dhani
	25/04/2011
	12
	26

	4
	Khabra Khurd
	8/5/2011
	10
	28

	5
	Dabri
	7/5/2011
	19
	21

	6
	Khabra Kala
	22/04/2011
	17
	25
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