
Asha Kanthi Visit – Asha for Education – September 13-14, 2016 

By Padmanava Sen (Asha Bangalore volunteer, padmanava.sen@gmail.com) 

I have reached Asha Kanthi (30 km from Varanasi) on September 13th 2016 by bus from 

Varanasi. I was received by Pradeep, an Asha Kanthi member and I stayed at Vallabh 

Pandey’s house. The Asha resource center at Kanthi that is used for teacher training 

and other purposes is very close to his house.  

On 13th September, I spent quite a bit of time with Vallabh Bhai discussing the Asha 

trust activities around Varanasi. I also met some other members who have been 

involved with Asha for a long time. Not only teacher training, there are lot of activities 

aimed at students who are connected to education centers of Asha Trust in that area. 

There are summer camps to train people (students, teachers, villagers) for rights (e.g. 

RTI) as well as skill developments like paper making, garden farming, and smart 

agricultural methods. 

 

Vallabh Bhai near the Asha Kanthi Center. 

Vallabh Bhai also mentioned his responsibilities as the secretary of Asha trust including 

the accounting of all Asha Trust activities and filing returns. Asha Kanthi and 

neighboring chapters work in 4 different sectors –  

(a) To improve the school management committee of Government schools where 

Asha Trust members have presence. The RTE aspect is appropriately used to 

improve the quality of education. Also, workshops and drawing competition is 

started. Some other activities is also done in Children’s day combining students 

of multiple schools.  

(b) To create awareness among villagers especially RTI, right to food, health-related, 

NREGA and other government schemes. They also directly write letters in case 

of combined applications. 

(c) To improve the water situation in Varanasi area. To work with Government to 

improve the quality of water in the rivers in that area. At the same time, promote 



plantation. Saving Asi River is one of the agenda. Also terrace farming bags are 

distributed. 

(d) Right to Food campaign to make sure the needy get the allotted rice, wheat and 

sugar. Also, to create awareness regarding the rights of pregnant mothers under 

this act. In some centers, they work with villagers where some units are missed 

in the family during food card distribution.  

I also talked to Suraj Pandey who takes care of the Kanthi resource center. He also 

runs a pre-primary school in his own home with his mother in the morning and after that, 

he visits the center and helps in other activities. He mentioned the recent activities with 

neighboring schools to do cartoon/drawing competitions. Many students in 

primary/upper primary schools got the opportunity to show their talents. 

Next day (October 14th), I went to a neighboring school (Bhandhankhala Upper Primary 

school) where Asha Kanthi members run activities. Deen Dayal Singh, an active Asha 

trust member took me there. I talked to the teachers and the teachers were very positive 

about the involvement of Asha members in extra-academic activities. Asha Kanthi 

members mostly motivate the students to express social issues and its solutions 

through drawings. I saw some of these pictures, spent time with the students of higher 

classes and left Kanthi.  

The schools in that area do not have any computers in school because of continuous 

power outage. It is a shame that Kanthi and its neighboring villages get around 10 hours 

of electricity daily (10 pm to 5 am at night and noon to 3 pm). This hampers any 

activities that require electricity like computers. Vallabh Bhai explained that this situation 

is there everywhere in UP villages.  

 

    



    

    

Story in the form of Drawings 

 

 

Deen Dayal Singh with the students  


