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Proposal to provide educational support to the riot affected and displaced children of Danilimda and Ramol areas in Ahmedabad city. 

Introduction of CfD
Center for Development (CfD) is a non-profit organization, which came into formal existence on 25th of January in 1996. It is register under trust and society act. It comprises of people from various walks of life, who have more than ten years of experience of working for the upliftment of the poor and the deprived section of society in Gujarat. The group came together specifically to address the issues of education primarily in Muslim and Dalit community. CfD believes in their complete emancipation and in creating a society with deep communal harmony. 
Thus, the vision & mission of the organization are: 


It currently works in urban segment in the city of Ahmedabad and in rural areas of Junagadh district of Gujarat. CfD’s target groups are Dalits, Muslims, Kolies and fisher folk communities. Women and children of these communities remain the focus group of the organization. 

Background:

CfD started its work in 1998 with child labourers and has enrolled more then 1200 children into formal schools, till date. We found that irregular and inadequate income were the main cause of children’s school drop-out. Than we started income generation programs with their families. This helped greatly in keeping the children out of labour work. In 2001 there was massive earthquake which affected the lives of many people. This again affected the education of the children. Schools were closed for months for renovations and children and parents had fear so they did not send the children to schools. The second consecutive year, 2002, saw communal carnage on a very large scale. Thousands of people were killed and more then 150,000 people were displaced and living in relief camps. The riots continued for six moths and people were segregated in many colonies. The whole atmosphere was of suspicion and uncertainity. In this situation people could not think of sending their children to schools because of insecurity. Hundreds of children droped-out from schools. Many families shifted faraway from their original living place to newly built relief colonies build by religious organizations. Means of livelihood were destroyed; economic boycott and polarization of communities snatched their livelihood resources. The families became divided and their lives were disturbed in all facets. The main affected groups were children, girls and women.       
CfD has been working with riot affected people of Danilimda, Behrampura, Piplaj and Ramol area. We were involved in the peace building exercise with these people from 2002. Education of the children was badly lacking in all these areas as most of the children did not go to schools and were drop outs. CfD started education centres for these children and also integrated peace building alongside by taking equal mix of children of both Dalit & Muslim communities in the centres. This helped the children to better understand each other. During the parents meetings, the parents of children of the two communities also got a chance to interact with each other. This really helped in forging friendships and developing a better understanding between the people of the two communities.
CfD’s contribution to educational support in last five year.

	Year
	Children coming to ECs
	Children enrolled to formal schools
	Children dropouts from school who were enrolled in the  school from ECs
	Children dropouts other then children coming to EC
	Total children dropouts

	2002-2003
	1232
	763
	256
	524
	780

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003-2004
	948
	423
	172
	263
	435

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004-2005
	427
	448
	26
	97
	123

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2005-2006-2007
	278
	194
	6
	58
	64


In last five years we have enrolled more then 1200 children and they are now studying in formal private and government schools. But due to various circumstances like the present town planning scheme in Danilimda area, the people are relocated to distant places which are faraway from their original habitat. These areas e.g. Piplaj, do not have any schools in the near vicinity of their homes. Thus the children are again forced to drop out of their present studies.
Proposal:

At present we are proposing educational support for Piplaj area only. 

As Ahmedabad is declared a metro city, in the name of development massive construction is started in the whole city on a very large scale. Many town planning schemes are implementing which displace the people who were living there for more than twenty to twenty five year - though illegally. They were unaware about this development, so they did not make alternate arrangements. Same thing happened with the people of Danilimda along with other residents of Ahmedabad; more then 500 families have been affected by the town planning scheme. 

The people of Danilimda were displaced due to Town Planning scheme and relocated to Piplaj area which is approximate 5 k.m. away. The people have been twice affected – first due to the riots and now due to displacement.This have badly affected their livelihood. Piplaj area has no infrastructure facility. They are allocated just a single room of 12 ft x 15 ft there. They have no bathroom facility available to them. There are no schools in this area. The nearest school is more than 5 k.m. away.

The children’s education is again disturbed badly. We have already enrolled 53 children who were previously in our education centres into formal schools and are supporting their education through our scrap paper project. 

As of now we have 116 children in Piplaj area who are in need of education facility. Out of these children we have already supported 73 children by buying for them notebooks, school bags and some miscellaneous stationary like pencil, eraser etc., from our scrap paper project.

Bifurcation of drop-out children at Piplaj is as shown in the table. 

	Std.
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th
	Total

	Girls
	10
	12
	9
	6
	4
	8
	3
	2
	54

	Boys
	15
	8
	6
	8
	9
	7
	5
	4
	62

	Total
	25
	20
	15
	14
	13
	15
	8
	6
	116


Strategy
1. KADAM education centre

CfD has an education centre in Piplaj area where 116 children come regularly. We plan to name these centres ‘KADAM’ Education Centres. KADAM – means steps – steps towards progress and prosperity for the children. At present in one centre children sit on the floor and study. There is not enough space for so many children. Hence CfD plans to start 3 education centres for these 116 children.

2. Support of educational material

CfD will provide notebooks and other writing material to these children. Textbooks will be bought by the children themselves.

3. People’s involvement in progress monitoring
For people’s participation and involvement we plan to take a token fee of Rs. 10/- per month from each child. This is because CfD feels that it will inculcate a sense of ownership in the people. Free handouts are not taken seriously. Regular parent meetings will be held where the progress of the children will be discussed with the parents. These meetings will also serve the peace building process of CfD as parents of children of both the communities will interact on a regular basis with each other.
4. Outing and picnic
CfD plans to take these children for excursions twice a year. This will expose the children to the outer world and will broaden their horizons. This will give them a chance to interact with children from outside their areas which will give them good exposure.  

5. Celebration of festivals, days and organize events

Various festivals and days will be celebrated. This will serve as citizenship education for the children and will help the children to better understand each others religions and festivals and enjoy in each others festivities.

6. Enroll into formal schools mainly private schools

The long term plan of CfD is to enroll these children into formal schools and help them pursue their studies and avail higher education which will help them become better citizens of the nation.

7. Tuition or coaching for quality education

There will be 4 teachers for classes 1&2, 3&4, 5&6 and 7&8 respectively. One coordinator will be appointed. The coordinator will go and meet the parents of the children who do not come regularly to school. The person will also discuss the progress of the children with the parents. The coordinator will also encourage the parents to enroll their children in these education centres.

	Centre no.
	Activity
	Time

	1
	Education classes for 1 & 2
	10 to 1

	1
	Education classes for 3 & 4
	2 to 5

	2
	Education classes for 5 & 6
	10 to 1

	2
	Teacher’s meeting 

Daily children’s progress report Weekly parents meeting 

Parents meeting 
	2 to 5

	3
	Education classes for 1 & 2
	10 to 1

	3
	Education classes for 7 & 8
	2 to 5


Future Plans

CfD is working in another area – Ramol. This area is situated on the outskirts of the city. The area where we are working is habituated with people from Naroda Patia, villages like Naroda, Kuha and Dahegam. All these people are Muslims and have been badly affected in the riots of 2002. Here we have identified 150 children who are in need of education. This area has one government school but it remains closed for 4 months because of water logging. We are doing whatever little we can with funds from our scrap paper project. But this is not enough. We need more help. The people here are very poor as they do not have proper livelihood options available with them in this area.
Vision


To create a humane and just society for the oppressed, deprived and exploited people of the society. 





Mission 





To inculcate the values of nationalism and equality and build awareness and initiate rights base movements through advocacy and action programs. 
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