
Site Visit to Pudiyador: 07 and 08 November 2013 (07 Nov: Ramapuram; 08 Nov: Urur Kuppam and 

Vannandurai- did not visit Saligramam) 

07 November 2013 just before 5:00 PM (Ramapuram): 

1. This was the week just after Deepavali- so center was still very festive and apparently had not yet 

resumed regular teaching hours. A bunch of the children and some of the teachers/volunteers had 

not returned from their out-of-town visits/Deepavali breaks yet either. 

2. Around 30 odd kids were present- of which the 14 older kids were playing a practice game of 

Ultimate Frisbee. The gender ratio was roughly equal. 

3. During this time the younger children got together for their “circle”- a combination of 

meditation/quiet time, reflection and sharing. Most of this centered on their Deepavali highlights 

(not many lowlights this time). But apparently usually this is a sharing of their days, praise for 

achievements, addressing anything that needs resolution etc. 

4. They had something like “mental-math” class after that- where the volunteer who taught this 

session went over simple estimations, shortcuts to adding or subtracting something, and the like. 

Looked super fun and seemed like the children agreed and I learned something too. 

5. Snack time: older children were finished with their game by this time and had washed up. Snack was 

veggie upma and bananas. 

6. Younger kids went out to play after snacks. Usually this is organized around some other play-based 

learning activity but this time it was just organic as the center was not back to regular functioning 

during the Deepavali break. Some played outside others sat down to make puzzles, etc.  

7. The older children settled into their respective academic classes. Some did homework while others 

logged into the computer and met their skype instructors for special lessons. The older kids were 

mostly focused on the future/career etc. and seemed to be working towards their respective major 

exams- like the 10th, 12th boards and college studies. 

8. Most children left at around 8:00 PM in groups. The older children escort the younger ones home 

before heading to their own homes. The ones that remained started practicing on their musical 

instruments. I left after this. 

08 November 2013 just after 5:00 PM (Vannandurai): 

1. Some issues with electricity here in the community center- the Pudiyador admin team is working 

with the Corporation of Chennai on this- but this is taking time. This has resulted in earlier and 

occasionally reduced hours in the center.  Emergency lights and small hand fans were used when I 

visited. (I have received confirmation that this has been resolved as of January 2014 and the center 

is back to its normal hours). 

2. Again not many children were present- about 20 in total. Mostly younger children- predominantly 

girls (about 5-6 boys). Only about 5 older children were present (3 boys and 2 girls- all around 

9th/10th grade). 

3. There are two chess boards with ongoing games that some of the older children seem to be engaged 

in. Someone makes a move when they get a chance and leave then someone else comes in and 



makes another move. They have an indicator (just a cardboard arrow thingie that points to which 

side of the board needs to make the next move). The older kids take this pretty seriously. 

4. The children engaged in the circle here as well.  

5. Then the younger children were being helped with Tamil. They each pick a word from a bowl, spell it 

and use it in a sentence. The next kid picks a different word but should create a sentence related to 

the previous sentence. Then they string up these sentences to create a story- the story grows and 

often gets more outlandish with every word they pick. Lots of helpless giggles and creativity. 

6. The older children were immersed in their regular school work with one of the teachers extending 

help with school lessons. 

7. I left at snack time- idlies with sambar and chutney plus guavas that one of the parents had brought 

back from their village. 

8. The teachers said they would continue with English lessons later in the evening while the older 

children will continue working on a project on raising awareness on environmental issues- like 

making charts, models, reading up on literature, etc. 

08 November 2013 just after 7:00 PM (Urur Kuppam): 

1. Movie night at Urur Kuppam! The younger kids were watching “The Jungle Book” and the older 

children from the teen program were watching “The Blue Umbrella.” 

2. I left before the movies were finished- but once the movie ends, the teachers/volunteers facilitate a 

discussion on the themes of the movies- since it was already fairly late- they said this would happen 

the next day. 

3. The kids from the teen program are budding filmmakers and there is a concerted effort to get them 

to watch good cinema and deconstruct the films they watch based on the technical aspects like 

story, light, sound, camera angles, in addition to what they liked, disliked, what they would have 

done differently, etc. This was also going to happen the next day. 

 



 

 



 

 


