The Ninth Annual General Meeting of ‘Kalyania’ 2006-07

Held at B-1/275, Kalyani on 2nd Sept. 2007 at ………….

SECRETARY’S WELCOME ADDRESS AND REPORT

Respected Chairman, Dr. S. N. Banerjee, Members of Kalyania and Guests

On behalf of the Governing Body of our Organisation Kalyania, I, Partha Pratim Dhar, Secretary, welcome you to the 9th Annual General Meeting 2006-07 being held today with warmest greetings. 

Our renowned Father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi once stated, ‘Joy lies in the fight, in the attempt, in the suffering involved ─. Not in the victory itself.’ Your presence here today helps and encourages us to continue our efforts with more vigour in the quest of joy – the joy emanating from providing essential support to those who need them. Thus, the people in the BPL category and senior citizens are in need of health care and succor; the children of the poverty stricken group need health care and education; the deprived, yet eager, energetic women folk of the west side of our society need both vocational and an awareness agenda, health care and fulfillment of their desire to contribute towards the economic upliftment of their family. These constitute largely the needs of our target population for whom Kalyania exists. We endeavour continuously and sustainably to provide a prop to achieve these ends. In the chaotic world in which we are living today, largely the result of aggressive marketing strategy of the MNCs in search of more wealth, the poor are mostly bewildered and fall prey to the frenetic urge for purchase of usuries instead of contributing towards their own health and stability. They grope for survival, for solace, for a whiff of fresh air in the suffocating darkness they ultimately find themselves in.    

We are a small Organization. We take small steps at a time, making sure its impact is cognizable. We do not look forward to ‘a giant leap forward’ and I hope you will appreciate the rational use we make of your donations in cash or kind or both. 

Be that as it may, the membership has grown marginally to 228. We again implore you to motivate your friends to join in support of our agenda. We know that a significant proportion of the populace at Kalyani is favourably inclined towards social upliftment of the poor. It is just a question of approaching them with the right words.
I regret to record that Smt. Chaitali Banerjee, one of our major props in various educational and cultural activities, lost her husband,. Parthasarathi Banerjee, a very amiable young man.  He left us thunderstruck as much as it shell-shocked the nuclear family. We were all bereaved beyond speech and prayed to God to give her strength to withstand her stark tragedy. We feel proud of her – that she has faced the challenge suddenly posed by the situation with great courage. We also lost Jharna Ray and Nirmal Kanti Ghosh among members, Renuka Dutta Gupta and Niva Banerjee of our ‘Old Age Home’ during the year. Let us stand in silent prayer in honour of the departed. 

With these few introductory words I would now present the salient features of our activities over the year under review. 

A.: INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

For quite sometime we realized the need for our own premises for all our activities. In the process were our efforts to purchase the residence on plot no. B-1/275. This is where our Old Age Home is lodged. We were cushioned by the comfort languished on us by Cmde P. R. Sen (Rtd.) who provided a considerable space for carrying out most of our activities including space for Office, medical outdoor, Library, Epilepsy Clinic, part of the schooling and space for parking our medical support systems and ambulance etc. On 26th August, 2006 we received a notice from CMDE Sen that it will not be possible for him to extend this facility beyond 31.03.07 due to personal, pressing reasons. We were immediately lifted out of our somnolence and to our credit were able to set up a covered space both for our Medical Unit (225 sq. ft.) and an Office at our new premises at B-1/275 Community Centre well before the scheduled time expired, in fact on 01.12.06. However, lack of free land space has prevented us from restarting the Library and the school of Art. I appeal to all benevolent and like minded persons to provide some covered space preferably near our own set up at B-1/275 and B-1/398 to enable us to restart these closed units. We look forward to your kind cooperation which we have always received especially at times of stress and I feel confidant, this time will be no different. 

B. HEALTH CARE
Health care, our basic activity, has ramified into newer horizons as support for this module increases temporally. 

1. Charitable Clinic - The clinic is open to outdoor patients from Monday through Saturday every week. The patients are attended to by highly qualified Doctors and medicines supplied free. In order to avoid wasteful expenditure a nominal fee has been imposed to good effect, thanks to the help in its execution from Sri Sailen Ray.
This financial year 5477 patients were attended to. Other than medicines donated by pharmaceutical companies or individuals, the same worth Rs. 60,000.00 was spent in procuring the needed supplies. I hope donations for the purpose will continue at an increased intensity to enable us to carry on this agenda more fruitfully. 

The NCC 49th BTN continues to stand by our side to the tune of Rs. 3,000.00 per month. We thank the commandant of the Battalion for his continued support to our medical outdoor activity. 

2. Epilepsy  Club & Charitable Epilepsy Clinic  :  From routine OPDs of Kalyania Charitable Clinic, it appeared that a good number of epilepsy patients were attending the same sporadically. They belonged primarily to the age group of 4-45 years and were mostly from the BPL category. None of these patients showed any regression of attacks as their parents were not able to afford the price of antiepileptic drugs (AEDs).  Hence Kalyania, in one of its Governing Body Meetings decided to (i) initiate a separate Epilepsy Club-cum-Charitable Clinic that will treat such patients specifically; ii) Donations from members and the pharmaceutical  fraternity would be sought to provide free medicines to the family members of such patients on a monthly review basis. The said Club-cum-Clinic came into existence effective from 05.01.03 with 8 patients. Since then epileptic patients are regularly screened by Dr. S. N. Banerjee, our President who initiated the Club-cum-Clinic in the first place. He also procures and distributes the AEDs to those who need them. Till the year ending 2007, 474 patients were attended to. Incidentally it needs to be mentioned that Kalyania runs this unique clinic thanks to our President Dr. S. N. Banerjee in a district that has been especially marked by the WHO to be specifically epilepsy prone. We get patients from beyond our command area, even beyond our district from 24 parganas (N) and Hooghly and the accolade, if any, goes specifically to Dr. Banerjee for his ceaseless commitment to eradicate epilepsy. 


This year 79 patients of whom 29 were attended to belonged to the age group 3½ months to 12 years and the remainder were from the adult age group (13-48 years). Three patients were declared ‘CURED’ from the children’s age group. Nearly 5000 AED tablets were distributed every month for this purpose and in this endeavour individual donors are joined by Pharmaceutical Companies that include Shine Pharmaceuticals in particular and DD Pharmaceuticals, A. N. Pharmacia Laboratories (P) Ltd., Intas Pharmaceuticals for both material and moral support from time to time

The clinic still requires more financial support and support from a qualified Neurologist on a voluntary basis to help sustain and subsequently expand this laudable activity. 

3. The Eye Clinic: The Eye Clinic continues to function as usual and Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Dr. D. K. Sen attended 279 patients over the year. 

4. Dental Clinic:    The Dental Clinic received the much needed support of a Dental Chair and other equipments that were formally launched for use by Dr. Shantanu Jha, Chairman, Kalyani Municipality on 13.05.06. Dr. Jha appreciated this laudable activity and stated that Kalyania is surely filling up the vacuum in health care that persists in spite of the Municipality’s sustained efforts.

.5. Other Functions under the Clinic :  We provide some specific Clinic based or Home services on demand through tools available to us, thanks to donations received from time to  time. These include Nebulizer services for asthma patients and ECG for cardiac patients. We have a surgical cot, a wheel chair and a portable oxygen cylinder which are lent out at modest rates  on request from those who need them. I am happy to point out that these equipments are being put to good use. So is our ambulance which made 147 trips to different Hospitals/Nursing Homes during the year under review.
5. Health Awareness Programme

A special Epilepsy Awareness Programme (EAP) was organised at Netaji Subhas Institute on 01.07.06 and was attended to by 42 patients and guests. Dr. Shantanu Jha, Chairman, Kalyani Municipality, inaugurating the EAP praised this unique service being rendered by Kalyania through special efforts of its President Dr. S. N. Banerjee and stated that Kalyania is giving a yeoman’s service to the deprived and the needy, the old and the women folk-in-need both in the general sector through its OPD but also by undertaking such highly specialized agenda like the one under focus. Dr. T. Saha, ACMOH, Krishnagar, explained how epilepsy develops, its social implications and possible management. The neurological aspects were dealt by Dr. Anup Bhattacharya. The meeting was conducted by Dr. S. N. Banerjee who explained why and how Kalyania developed this programme. He also explained to the family members of epileptic children what to do and how to tackle the situation during seizure. The programme was sponsored by Shine Pharmaceuticals Co. Ltd. A light Tiffin enlivened the more mundane atmosphere of considering the seriousness of epilepsy. 

C. SERVICE TO SENIOR CITIZENS:
1.  
Old Age Home:  
i) ‘The Speaking Tree Sabhaghar’:
 ‘Personal story forms a Network of support; people who have gone through the same illness or problem find relief and release through the sharing of their stories. Personal story telling provides us with options and solutions. It can bond us inter generationally. It also helps us know each other better. Finally it is healing and revealing’. So said Margareute Theophile.
 ‘The speaking Tree Sabhaghar’ continues every Friday for the residents of the Old Age Home. This is an especially pleasant session for both the tenants and those members and other like-minded persons who very affectionately interact with the aged and listen to their experience. If there is some other kind of interaction that the tenants would like, I would request them to tell us in this open-house meeting after the report presentation is over. The kitchen for the ‘Old Age Home’ is run under the co-ordinated efforts of Sm Mita Baidya, Tapashi Majumdar and Aloka Saha.
ii) The NCC Old Age Home Partnership continues with vigour thanks to the Officer-Commanding of NCC/49 BTN and his team mates. Fruits and other edibles are lovingly distributed by the cadets once a month regularly. 

iii) On the Day of Mahanabami of the Durgotsav the tenants of Old Age Home were taken round the town for pandal hopping. Besides on 03.02.07 they were also taken to Krishnagar, Aravinda Bhaban, Mayapur.  Though a bit tiresome the trip was enjoyed by all. 

2. 
Sr. Citizen’s Health Check-up:
 Senior citizen’s Health Check-up is being organized by us almost regularly since inception (8th year). It was held this year on Republic Day (26.01.07) from 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. at our new Community Centre (B-1/275). Other than general check-up, blood sugar, ENT, eye, dental, heart and neurological aspects were attended to by a battery of Doctors including sarbasri Dr. Tapas Dutta (Cardio), Dr. S. K. Maity (Cardio), Dr. S. N. Banerjee (Neuro), Maj. Gen. Dr. D. K. Sen (Rtd.) (Eye), Dr. Kasturi Bakshi (General), Dr. Usha Chakraborty (Gen.), Dr. S. K. Chakraborty (Gen.) Dr. Swapan Kr. Karan (Gen), Dr. Arnab Das (Dental), Dr. Partha Pratim Dhar (Homoeo). I, on behalf of Kalyania Governing Body, express our gratitude to all of them for attending the camp. Besides, ECG wherever necessary was monitored by Sri Runu De and blood sugar was tested thanks to Zydus Pharmaceuticals  In all, 62 senior citizens made use of the facilities so provided by Kalyania. 

3. 
Sebika Training:
This training module for adult women folk is increasing in demand temporally and this year we could accommodate 14 candidates who fulfilled the requirements. The Sebikas are in demand for taking care of a new born child or gerent logically advanced persons. If somebody needs them, such Ayas can be contacted through us at the Kalyania office. We are at a phone calls distance from you.

D.
 SCHOOLING AND EDUCATION:
One of the major requirements that go amiss among the children of the poor and needy is a proper schooling. This is where such children’s future hope lies ─ hope of being better citizens of the country. Jackson Bran once said ‘Never deprive someone of hope, it might be all they have”. The School substantially contributes to this motto. 

1. Schooling: The Suhasini Sishu Niketan is strengthened, thanks to the intense patronage of Sri S. K. Ray, who gives it the loving care of a doting mother.  The school now has 33 students, a good covered space as classrooms for academic activities fitted with the needed furniture, black board, fans etc. We are fortunate to have a number of teachers who are supporting the formal schooling activity including Sarbasri Chaitali Banerjee, Sanghamoitri Chatterjee, Debamitra Chakraborty, Saibal Sarkar, Juhi Das, Tannita Dey, Chitra Sen Gupta and Kalpana Das, ably supported by the two Sahayikas Smt. Urmila Mondal and Shila Sarkar. 

The existence of school predicates a number of associated functions where teachers, students and Governing Body members of Kalyania participate with gusto.

i) Rabindra Jayanti was celebrated on 13.05.06 enthusiastically replete with relevant songs, dances and recitations at the B-1/434, Arnabica. CMDE P. R. Sen (Retd.) explained the relevance of celebrating the Rabindra Jayanti to an audience of nearly 200. Smt. Rupali Bagchi silver lined the occasion through distribution of sweet meat packets to all.

ii) Independence Day was celebrated through the usual flag hoisting. This time the flag was hoisted by Dr. Shantanu Jha, Chairman of Kalyani Municipality who apprised the children with the meaning of the word independence. The march past by the students was conducted by the NCC through their NCC-Kalyania Partnership programme. 

iii) School Foundation Day/Dr. B. C. Roy’s birth day was celebrated on 01.07.06 at the school premises and the occasion was graced by the presence of Dr. S. N. Banerjee, Dr. Partha Dhar, Sri Achintya Banerjee, Smt. Gayatri Chatterjee, Prof. Kabita Basu and Sri S. K. Ray and participated by several members of General Body, members of Kalyania, all teachers of the school, staff of Kalyania and the students. 

2. Merit-cum-Means Fellowship – Initiated by Mr. S. K. Ray and returns from the fund created kindly by KEN Raha Trust, received through ASTI, USA, it is being continued. We acknowledge gratefully the support by the Trust which enables us to continue this laudable activity on a sustainable basis.     

3. Tutorial Classes : Free tutorial classes continue to assist the students in the preparation of their home work and also to acquaint them with some creative exercises through in door games, simple quizzes and story telling etc. We congratulate Sarbashree Mita Baidya, Rina Majumder, Sarbani Mitra, Mousumi Bhattacharya and Arpita Banerjee who provide this service with love and care. 

4. Sunanda Smriti Pathagar Library Services : 

Last year we reported that library, though fairly well stocked with books, remains underutilized at best and that a new library sub-committee under the leadership of CMDE P R. Sen (Rtd.) was set up to improve the scenario. The library unfortunately appears to be jinxed. The library remains closed since 30.11.2006. B-1/234 Arnabica, where it was located had to be handed over. It remains closed as no suitable covered space has been found so far in spite of our best efforts. We look forward to some space being made available to us for the library for next five years. By that time we should be able to have our own space for the library. 

5. The School of Art :  Sunanda Smriti Kalakendra ─  
(i)
This Kalakendra remains one of the major attractions for the children of our command area where Arts & Crafts is being taught to a significant population every Sunday at B-1/434 Arnabica. The Kendra had to be closed on 30.11.06 like the Library. Unlike the library, however, it was restarted from 3rd week of January, 2007 temporarily in open spaces of the park adjoining the school under the able guidance of Sarbasri Panchanan Pal and, Smt. Mousumi De.
(ii)
Under the School, an exhibition was set up at the Puja Pandal of Saater Palli Durgotsav  by permission of its Committee. The colourful craft exhibits prepared by the School children drew large audience. Beautiful landscapes, transformed into greetings cards courtesy our President Dr. S. N. Banerjee attracted a lot of attention and found a ready market among the members and the pandal hoppers.. We appreciate the voluntary services rendered at the Exhibition by Smt. Bani Dasgupta, Smt. Snigdha Biswas, Sm Sharmita Bhattacharjee, Sm Moushumi De, CMDE (Retd) P. R. Sen, Sri Panchanan Pal and Sri Prodyot Bhattacharjee.
(iii)
 The Sit & Draw competition was organized on 14.01.2007 at the same park where 83 childrens participated. The judges were Sri Panchanan Pal, Smt. Lakshmi Dasgupta and Smt. Mousumi De. Prizes were given away the same day, shared and overviewed by most of the Governing Body Members of Kalyania. 

E.   Distinguished Visitors: 

Barbara Piner, President, ASTI, visited our Orgasnisation, Kalyania on December 16, 2006 and profusely praised the efforts being undertaken by the Organisation in its multimode welfare activities. Other important visits of Dr. Shantanu Jha, Chairman, Kalyani Municipality, Dr. T. Saha, ACMOH, Krishnagar and Dr. Anup Bhattacharya were appreciated and have been appropriately acknowledged.

F.   MISCELLANY 
1. 
Distribution of Apparel:

As practiced every year, clothing including shirts and trousers to 50 boys and new sarees among the distressed senior women was distributed prior to the Durga Puja Festive season. Children of the Suhasini Sisu Niketan and Andha Alok Samity (20) were equipped with new suits and presented a packet of sweetmeat, providing a touch of gaiety among the beneficiaries. The three hundred and forty orphans of Bhagirathi Shilpasram were provided with bed sheets while 40 blankets were .were distributed by Dr. S. N. Banerjee to the needy children. 


Besides, Kalyania maintains an article bank of clothing, other furnishings and fittings that are distributed among the needy as and when required. It is replenished by the members from time to time. 

2.
Annual Sports :

The regular feature, Annual sports was held on 28.01.07, starting at 10 a.m. at the Park adjoining the School. There were 146 participants that included students of the Art School and Primary School. Tiffin was provided to all participating members and prizes were given away to winners and the runners-up. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

At the end, I would like to quote from Edward Gibbon who stated ‘…..slowdown and enjoy life. It is not only the scenery you miss by going too fast – you also miss the sense of where you are going and why.’
In this process, service to others is the rent you pay for room here on earth. We are obliged to you for paying that rent regularly through Kalyania. Thank you for your kind presence and patience in hearing out this mundane report. Your opinions will be meaningful to us. 

Dated, the Kalyania 





(Partha Pratim Dhar) 

The 22nd September, 2007





 Secretary, Kalyania 

HOW CAN YOU HELP KALYANIA
1*
Institute a fellowship for a Madhyamik student at Rs. 500.00 per month for two years of schooling at IX and X. 

2*
Institute a fellowship for a Higher Secondary student at Rs. 600.00 per month for two years of schooling at XI & XII. 

*These fellowships may be named, being dedicated to the memory of those you love most.

3. Institute a ‘Kit’ for a primary student of Suhasini Sisu Niketan (two sets of dresses and school kit) for Rs. 600.00 per year. 

4. Institute a ‘Kit’ for two students of the Kala Kendra at Rs. 1000.00 per year (two sets of dresses and drawing requirements for the year to each).

5. Contribute liberally to the article bank those items that you feel may be recycled among the poor and needy. 

6. Generous donations in cash are solicited for corpus growth, infrastructure, developing a set up for routine diagnostic clinic for hypertension and chronic diseases etc. 

7. Donations can be made for the purpose of commemorating a departed soul you loved and also for celebrating – birthday of an individual every year by giving suitable one time grant of annual donations (Lunch, brief event with high tea etc.).

8. Donations to meet the expenses of incentives to volunteers either as Teachers or Sahayikas will add to improvements in the education module. 

HELP THE HELPLESS – PAY YOUR RENT FOR ROOM ON THIS EARTH
