SOCIETY OF GRAMA VIKASA SARADI: KOVILAPALEM

Education Program (Asha Knoxville)
Quarterly (January to March 08) report on U.P.School at Kovilapalem

GVS Upper Primary School: 

Brief History

A small Primary School has been opened, on 6th September 2000, in Kovilapalem village, where a school was badly needed. The school was started with 17 students; in 2005 there were 75 students and 3 teachers. Now the school is running well with strength of 42 pupil and 2 teachers.

The teachers are committed and caring. The stress is not only on education but also on overall personality development. The fact that 50 per cent of the students in the GVS School are from the neighboring village having the Government School speaks for the importance gained by the School started by us. Normal attendance is about 90% and no dropouts. Games, Education and Culture are the strengths of our curriculum. The syllabus of the State Educational Board is followed with minor modifications. The GVS oversees the provision of resources and maintaining the standards of education.

The Village Education Committee oversees the school functioning. 

All students of this village were dropouts from dissimilar classes from various schools.  Four batches of 7th class students passed form GVS School, and admitted into 8th class at Seethayyapeta Gvot.High School.

It is creditworthy for the School to state that so far, since inception, twenty-six students who appeared in the VIIth Board Examinations have passed and are continuing their studies in High Schools and colleges. The GVS Upper Primary School is run with an aim to create each student into a disciplined and responsible citizen of the Nation. GVS School is a totally free school. The student’s school dresses; books, sports materials, and stationary items etc, are all supplied to the students, free of cost. No fees or any other collection under any other head is done from the students. The parents’ sole responsibility is to send their wards to the school. This school proudly claims that there are no dropouts from its students. 
The class I to VII students had their syllabus completed as per the prepared lesson plan, during this quarter (January to March 2008). Children are preparing for year ending examinations. More physical activities (body movements), games, stories and classroom songs with their lessons are being taught up to third class (fun with learn). 

Syllabus for class I
Maths

We have four children in class I (Boys 3 and girls 1). Counting from 100 to 200 numbers, exercises on addition, subtraction and introduction of counting up to 300. Third table was taught with activity.
Telugu & English 
Identification of small and simple words from a story, introduction of new vocabulary Few poems from Vemanasathakam, and three rhymes (round and round…., row row row a boat…., when I was a baby….) were learnt.
Nature studies
Introduction of animals, birds, days of the week, directions with physical activity.

Syllabus for class II

Maths

We have seven students in class II (Boy 1 and girls 6).Counting from 500 to 1000 numbers. Exercises on additions, subtraction, multiplication and division. Forward and backward repetition of multiplication tables of 2, 3,4and 5. 
Telugu

Lesson on festival of Sankranthi, lessons from the text book (Unity, National symbols and State Symbols).Reading and writing practices from the above lessons. Story telling and songs practice is as usual.
 English
Making words on each alphabet. Sentence making up to G (the letter).Write in words from1 to 100 numbers (for writing practice). Writing the names of their friends’ animals and birds. Five rhymes were learnt during this quarter (where is the thumb man…, Five little monkeys……. Etc,)
Science and Social
Identification and recapitulation of animals, their environment, habits and habitat about which they have already learnt, introduction on animals like snakes, lizards, water snakes, fish and their habitats were given focus.
Syllabus for class III

Maths 
The class III with student strength four (boys 3 and girls 1). Smt Satyavathi took up lessons on. Counting up to 10000 numbers. Exercises on additions, subtraction, multiplication and division. Forward and backward repetition of multiplication tables up to 12. Introduction of expended and short forms. Place values up to ten thousands. 
Telugu
Lessons from the text book (Krishna nadhi, Seasons from phrase part and Animuthyalu from poetry part)

Science

Forming, Dairy development, domestic animals lessons were taught. 
Social
Social welfare agencies, administration structure of Government, traffic rules lessons were focused in these three months.

English

Introduced opposite (polarities) words. Three poems learnt during these months Introduced Parts of the human body and twenty numbers. 
Syllabus for class IV

Maths

The class IV with student strength eight (boys 4 and girls 4). World problems on addition, subtraction, multiplication and division based on measurements up to a denomination of lakhs were dealt upon. Introduction of currency. The children recapitulated the previous lessons and exercises.
Telugu

Lessons from the text book Sahakaram and Sankranthi. Prepared question and answers, grammar. Revision of previous lessons.

 English 
General conversation, reading and writing practice. Revision of previous lessons. Leant two poems, Ding Dong bell……..and Hickiri Dickiri Duck……..
Science

Lessons on Solar system and stars. Revision of previous lessons.
Social
Lessons on National symbols and Sathrapathi Sivaji (question and answers, fill in the blanks etc.)  Revision of previous lessons
Hindi

Reading and writing practice of Varnamala (Alphabets). 

Syllabus for class V

Maths

In class five, there are four students (boys 2 and girls 2). Geometry was taught and revision of previous lessons and exercises. 

Science 
Lessons on house, cloths, and parts of the body (question and answers, fill in the blanks etc,) Revision of previous lessons
Social 
Civics (Administration structure of the State and Central Governments of India)
Hindi 

Introduced new vocabulary, and making of small sentences.

Telugu 
Two lessons from poetry part and grammar
English
Revision of previous lessons, vocabulary and exercises
Syllabus for class VI

Maths
Thirteen children are there in this class (boys 6 and girls 7). Geometry, shapes, trigonometry were taught during this quarter and revision of previous exercises.

Telugu

Kastajeevi, Moodupramanalu from poetry part (question and answers, filling the blanks etc.). Letter writing and composition writing were taught.  
English

Lesson Thajmahal from the textbook and sending a telegram. 

Social

Lesson on Asia content from the Geography part, Moghal Empire from the History part, safety roads lesson from Civics part and economic growth of Andhra Pradesh lesson from the Economics part were taught during this quarter.

Science

Human Body, Health and Sanitation and First Aid lessons were focused during the quarter. Revision of previous lessons
Hindi

Saghe Sbji and Vijnan Ki Dena lessons, composition, leave letter writing was taught.
Syllabus for class VII
Maths

Two children are in this class. Triangles and squares lessons were taught. Revision of previous lessons and exercises
Telugu

Purnamma lesson from poetry, Duraasa lesson from phrase part, letter writing and composition writing
English
Mother Theresa lesson and letter writing 

Social
Revision of previous lessons
Science 

Revision of previous lessons

Hindi

Revision of previous lessons 
Extra Curricular Activities
 The School ensures the participation of each student in various extra-curricular activities, such as, maintaining garden in the school premises. To inculcate sporting spirit, each student is encouraged to participate in various sports. The school ensures provision of the required facilities for the sports activities. As a part of moral education, recitation of Slokas from the Bhagvad Gita, reading the teachings from the scriptures of all religions and the speeches of our great leaders, and singing of patriotic songs, form a part of the daily prayers. Drawing, painting, origami and knitting classes were being taught once in a week.
On every Saturday, students are doing sramadhana program such as cleaning their classrooms, school premises and patch up work on near by paths and two small streams. 
Exposure Visits and Trainings
Kolatam , the activity which is very important to the children for physical exercise and coordination of mind and body parts. Ten of our children went to Dimili village for three days to learn this activity at one of BCT School in the month of January 2008. The ten children came back to the school and taught all the students. Right now they can do Kolatam activity with eleven different songs. 
Teachers went to the Samata organization for five days teachers training on methods of Waldorf education. As part of this training they learnt, making of classroom aids, easy understanding methods of teaching, drawing, painting and rhythmical activities. 
Nutrition / Health
Health is of topmost priority at our school as ever. The students are closely monitored for deficiencies and adequate steps are taken on a regular basis to ascertain the well being of the children. Details of vaccination and statistical records are maintained periodically. 
As a part of nutrition, we are giving eggs to the children at 11.00 am every five days a week.  
Celebrations 

New Year celebration was done
We celebrated Republic Day on 26th of January 2008 by conducting various games and competitions to both students and parents and distributed prizes for encouraging them.
Meetings 
Regularly conducting parents and School Committee meetings one in a month for discussing about progress and problems of the school Conducted meetings twice in a month with School staff for work review and lesson plan
Other Activities  

Our neighbor villages Kasireddipalem and Burugupalem have Government schools, but most of the students are not able to read and write. 50 percent of the students are dropouts. In this connection GVS team started a small innovative activity, conducting classes at their doorsteps for dull students and dropouts after their school time with our teachers. 30 students are attending at Kasireddipalem and 40 students attending at Burugupalem for classes. And GVS School children were presented their skills and a role play at those villages for awareness on education.
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Nutrition (Egg)
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