
Site Visit Report: Parijat Academy 
Location: Village Pamohi, Azara panchayat outside Guwahati 
Date of visit: Feb 10, 2020 
Site visit done by: Satyajit Nath (nath.satyajit@gmail.com), Asha Seattle volunteer 

Introduction to the Project 
Parijat Academy is a school started (in 2003) and run by Uttam Teron. It is located in Pamohi 
village in Kamrup district, Assam in the outskirts of Guwahati and serves underprivileged 
children of the locality, including stone quarry workers. Parijat Academy follows the State 
Education Board of Assam curriculum with instruction in Assamese, Hindi, and English. Starting 
with only a few students in 2003, Parijat has now grown to serve over 500 students from nursery 
to class 10. 
 

 
Uttam Teron (center) with some of his students in the school, during my visit 

 
Asha has been involved with Parijat since 2007 with a project to construct classrooms 
supported by the Seattle chapter (https://ashanet.org/project/?pid=881) and teacher salaries 
supported by the Atlanta chapter (https://ashanet.org/project/?pid=758). Purdue and Zurich 
chapters have supported teacher salaries and classroom improvements from 2018 
(https://ashanet.org/project/?pid=1308). Seattle chapter provided a one-time grant of 
supplementary honorarium for some teachers in 2019. 
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Site Visit Details 
I reached the school campus in Pamohi village during the middle of a school day (it was a 
Monday) traveling from central Guwahati (about 1.5 hours away). 
 
I have visited the school for many years now, and this time, like in every earlier visit, it is great to 
see the enthusiasm of all the students. 
 

 
Happy students joining me during the visit for a photo during the lunch break 

Handloom Weaving Centre 
Parijat has recently started a Handloom Weaving Center within the school campus. Training is 
provided here to deserving youth of the community on handloom to allow them to produce high 
quality textiles. This provides income to the youth who graduate from the training. Additionally, 
income from selling the textiles is shared between the artisan and Parijat academy, which helps 
Parijat with expenses for school and children’s education. 
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Handloom weaving trainee at the loom (left); trainee with Uttam and external weaving consultant (right) 

 
 
Here is the list of graduates of handloom training as of February this year: 

● Rupali Bongjang  
● Sonmoni Rabha  
● Molina Ronghang  
● Kalpana Ingti  
● Pratima Teron  
● Babita Kathar  
● Rabina Kathar  
● Anita Rabha  

● Mina Rongpi  
● Minoti Boro  
● Kalpana Daimary  
● Rupali Daimary  
● Robahi Rongpi  
● Rita Tumung  
● Sumita Teron 

Success story 
Sankar Bongjang joined Parijat Academy in 2007 in class 6. He grew up in an inaccessible 
forest village in Garbhanga forest. It takes several hours to go from Pamohi to that village 
through forest trails. Since it took so much time to travel, Sankar was able to stay in the hostel 
facilities in Parijat to continue his schooling there. 
 
Sankar completed class 10 in Parijat Academy and passed the state board matriculation exam. 
He went on for further studies in K. C. Das Commerce College in Guwahati. He completed 
Classes 11 and 12 there and continued on to undergraduate studies, graduating with a B. Com 
degree from that college in 2017.  In 2018, Sankar got a job in Assam Police and is currently a 
constable assigned to Guwahati Airport. 
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Sankar Bongjang, Parijat Academy graduate,  in his official Assam Police Uniform 

 
Sankar’s story is an inspiration to the students at Parijat, and he continues to be involved with 
Parijat visiting frequently. I had the good fortune to meet him on campus during my site visit. His 
determination to succeed based on the education foundation he gained in Parijat is a good 
example for all the students at Parijat from which to gain inspiration. It also inspires all of us. 
 

----- 
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