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TRUWDES school is located in Manjampatti village in Tamil Nadu. The area is so remote 
that it does not have any public transportation, electricity or any urban facilities. We drove 
our car till Chinnar checkpost. From there we boarded a mini truck (there are only 3 such 
trucks that are permitted by the forest department for transporting goods outside the forest) 
and hopped on to a 1.5 hour journey through a dirt track in the forest. We crossed 2 streams 
on the way. We learned that these streams run full during the rainy seasons when the 
villagers will be totally cut off from the outside world.  
 
The villagers are dependent on agriculture for their livelihood. They grow seasonal crops like 
beans and sell it in neighboring towns. The village has a small grocery store. The 
TRUWDES school is built as a one-room school with very basic amenities. Due to issues 
from a local gang leader, the school was shut-down and a makeshift school was being run in 
a another room near the school.  
 
All the kids from class I to VIII study in the same room. There were 2 teachers and a cook 
other than the project lead who shifts between the orphanage home that he runs in Trichy 
and the school. There were solar panels that brings electricity to the school and the village. 
Since the primary school building was closed, the computer is not being used by the kids.  
 
The day we visited the school, the kids had their annual sports competitions. Prizes were 
distributed to the winners. The next day they were taken for a picnic to a nearby dam.  
 
Mid day meals were served to the kids. The meals included locally grown vegetables, dal 
and rice. Some of the kids and the teachers stayed in the school.  
 
A lot of girls were studying 8th class and they expressed  a keen interest in continuing their 
education in nearby towns. They wanted to take vocational courses like nursing and 
tailoring. Some of them wanted to join the teaching profession. The main focus is now to 
help these kids in continuing their education and supporting them in any possible way. The 
major hurdle is the lack of awareness for education and woman empowerment in the 
community. 
 
Teacher retention is another problem in the school due to the remoteness of the area. The 
local gang leader is also a huge threat to the functioning of the school. Though multiple 
complaints had been registered with the local police, no concrete action has been taken. 
 



Recommendations 
 
1/ Have a toilet facility in the school 
2/ Use more engaging ways to educate kids 
3/ Train the teachers to use better and efficient teaching mechanisms. 
 

 


