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Looking in retrospect at the glimpses of the year 2006-07, as ‘Kedi Residential School for the Tribal Girls’ enters the second year of its existence… 
Our vision
We have a different vision for the girl students of ‘Kedi’, since the conditions, the culture; the society and the set of problems of this forest covered region are vastly different from those of the city area.

Our dream for these tribal girls is not only to give them an opportunity to enhance their self-esteem by intellectual and mental progress but also to empower them to lead a self-reliant and fulfilling life. We wish that they aspire for as much higher education as possible after successfully clearing their exam of standard 10 of the Gujarat Board. We want them to make meaningful contributions in their society and have a distinct identity so that they can skilfully handle the responsibility of educating their future generations. 
We wish that they leave school with an exposure to the life-enriching literature and fine arts, and not only with plain education and the ability to earn their living. They should leave with an innate desire to create an inclusive and progressive society. We are determined to strive hard in this direction, leaving the result to the care of the Divine Providence…

The helping hands 
But the vision is only the first step of a long journey. It was translated into reality by friends willingly coming forward with financial support. Had it not been for the patronage of many friends, our dreams would have been ‘a desire of the moth for the star’…With the support of such friends, the construction of the ground floor of the school is completed. The construction work of 1800 square feet for two dormitories rooms and bathrooms on the first floor is in progress. For the remaining construction of 3400 square feet, we need additional support of approximately Rs. 18, 00,000. 
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Let’s take the road less travelled
Initially, we started out with the idea of setting up a hostel for the tribal girls. But we decided not to encourage the students taking traditional education which they cannot relate to their lives. Among our group of friends, we have some people with deep insight into effective teaching methods and designing relevant syllabus, some people with proficiency in school management and creating the necessary ambience, and some others skilled at imparting various vocational trainings. And thus, the idea of venturing into our own school project and charting a new path occurred to us.

My dignity 
It is a known fact that for several reasons, the people of the remote villages are unaware of and indifferent to the contemporary trends and the global progress.

It is for this reason that the students coming to ‘Kedi’ have the sole objective of passing their exams and promoting to a higher standard. They are sceptical when we point out to them that they too can go for higher education and lead a self reliant and dignified life like millions of other women across the world. Their minds are full of doubts about their intellectual capability for higher education and whether they can have a career at all. They are clueless about the different branches of higher education and their necessity for a successful career. These self-doubts are understandable since they are unaware of their potential which can help them to achieve success.
We consider this to be a very serious problem and we are determined to contribute our might to solve it. 

The Role Models
We are happy to note that we have among us the teachers, staff members and some other friends devoting their time for various activities who can be the role models for the students. 

All the students come from the traditional primary schools where education is minimal, rote based and exam oriented. Consequently, a very limited learning ability is reflected in our entrance exam. 



Jayant Desai


Aparna Kadikar


Pankaj Kadikar

 “Kaivalya”, Tithal 396006, Dist. Valsad. Phone (02632) 240550.  E-mail. aparna.kadikar@gmail.com  

KAIVALYA TRUST



Interact – Impact - Progress









The teachers of Kedi School give conceptual and in-depth understanding of the teaching points of the syllabus using interactive teaching methods, educational tools and activities. We rarely use chalk and board here since we have designed classroom activities relevant to the syllabus of all the subjects, which help students to internalise the basic concepts and the logic behind them. 
In the first year at ‘Kedi’, we ensure that the students have a strong foundation of the primary education before they start preparing for standard 8, 9 and the Board exam of standard 10. We hope that our students will inspire their future generations to take qualitative higher education relevant to their lives. 

An enthusiastic response
Although the teachers have to put in a lot more efforts in order to impart effective education, the joy of the final success more than compensates the labour. The efforts of the teachers met with a very elated response from the students! With the encouragement of the teachers, they scripted and enacted their own drama as a part of the Parents’ Day Celebration. They conveyed through this drama that they are happy being here since the education here is very different from the other schools and it is conducive to the development of their personality, leading to self reliance and intellectual development.   

Taking the first steps
The end result that we achieved through our unique teaching methods, educational tours, and seminars with artists and friends from the literary world and the untiring efforts of the educationists interested in innovative methods was very encouraging.
The children of this tribal area cannot express their thoughts and talents verbally because their vocabulary is very limited and the atmosphere conducive to the development of their self-esteem is simply missing in the primary schools of this region. In the initial stage, we could not elicit any response from our students even after a lot of prodding, since they were the products of such schools. They had a lot of difficulties solving simple sums of addition and subtraction. The syllabus of science, learnt by rote, was quickly forgotten after the exam and the knowledge of English was limited to alphabets and a couple of words.
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A year later
The same students started responding to the queries of algebra and geometry at the speed of a quiz show, writing small poems and travelogues and winning prizes in direct competition with the students of ICSC and CBSC schools at the district level science competition. They scripted and enacted plays and interacted with the guests in English using simple sentences. The atmosphere at the school was replete with poems and songs in Gujarati and English!! Isn’t this educational progress a giant leap?

The tortoise wins
It is a common knowledge and also our observation as we travelled through the villages for educational programmes during the last eight years that there is a huge army of educated unemployed people in these villages. The moot point is whether the education provided in schools and colleges is congruent to their life style. Does it prompt them to think about their holistic development? Alternatively, does it provide them with the knowledge, skills, personality and the proficiency in languages necessary for a career in the offices of big cities? Or does it provide them only with the degree certificates of standard 10, 12 or college?
Our observation is that the traditional education of the schools of this area does not liberate them from the vicious circle of the abject poverty, diseases, and a sense of inferiority and the burden of debt plaguing their lives. 

Hopefully, our students will not be a part of the educated unemployed if, along with their intellectual progress, we arm them with the vocational training for alternative occupations, giving them financial independence. It is for this reason that we have started out with a small number of students, so that we can provide effective education and vocational training to all. Our progress will be result oriented if we increase their strength gradually.
Our speed is undoubtedly slow but we are sure of the brilliant success at the end.

The next step
For the year 2007-08, the total number of the old and the new students has reached up to 50. Two more teachers have joined our school this year.
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