Evaluation Reports for Sivagangai District

I. Reading Programme Evaluation

1. Evaluation Period and Number of schoos
Reading programme evaluation was done two times in Sivagangai district, during the academic year 2007-08. Both evaluations were done by Teachers of government schools themselves. The initial evaluation was done in August 2007, and the final evaluation in March. 2008, at the end of the academic year.

In August 2007, we had started the reading programme in 400 schools, and expanded to more schools later. It is these 400 schools for which we present the evaluation results and highlights. The total number of children evaluated in these schools is around 17700.

2. Evaluation Methodology:
[image: image7.emf]Students Performance of Doing and Explaining Experiments in Ariviyal Anandham Program



49



86



98

26

67

84

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

50% 80% 100%

Percentage of Experiments

Percentage of Children

Students who Can do Experiments

Students Who can do and Explain Experiments

Each child in the above 400 schools was evaluated and his/her reading skill level was recorded. The reading skill levels are the following:

Since the evaluation was carried out by the government teachers themselves, we had to train each teacher on the methodology. We prepared 3 different sets of tools to be used by the teacher during evaluation. Each tool has a different set of sample stories, sentences or words.
Since children in classes I and II were expected to attain word-level proficiency, there were evaluated only till levels 1 and 2. Children of classes III to V were evaluated for all 4 levels.
3. Highlights of Findings: 
Classes I and II

The results of the findings from the evaluation are summarized below for classes I and II:

	Class
	% of children in Level A 
(Unable to read even letters)
	% of children in Level 2 
(Can read words)

	
	Initial
	Final
	Initial
	Final

	I
	39
	17
	26
	43

	II
	18
	6
	48
	59


The findings for class I are shown in the chart below.
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From the table and chart, we can see that the number of who couldn’t even recognize letters has come down significantly, by 22%. Number of children able to read words has also increased, by 16.3%.

The number of children at the Level 1 (letter level) has remained more or less the same, but this only means that some children went from letter to word, while some moved from Level A, to letter-level.
A similar chart for classes I and II combined, is shown below:
[image: image2.emf]Std 1st and 2nd Reading skill Improvement

37.3

34.6

28.1

51

37.4

11.6

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

L2 L1 LA

Reading Levels

% of children

Initial

Final


The number of children able to read words has improved by 13% and those who cannot recognize letters has come down by 16%.

Classes III-V
	Class
	% of children in Level 3
(Can read sentences)
	% of children in Level 4

(Can read stories)
	% of children in Levels 3+4 

	
	Initial
	Final
	Initial
	Final
	Initial
	Final

	III
	28
	32
	31
	39
	59
	71

	IV
	28
	34
	42
	52
	70
	86

	V
	24
	27
	47
	54
	71
	81


Overall, for classes III to V, the % of children who could read at least sentences (which includes stories and sentence levels combined) has improved from 67% to 79%, an improvement of 12%.

The chart below shows a summary of the key improvements for classes I-II and classes III-V.
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Comparison of ASER results and Teachers Evaluation:
The ASER (Annual Status of Education Report) survey was done in November 2006. A  comparison between levels found during ASER 2007 and the final evaluation is shown below.


[image: image4]
It was found that the Std 1& 2 Children who can read letters or more has shown significant improvement from November’06 to March’08, which has been represented in the chart above. 
Between November 2006 and March 2007, we had carried out the “Read India” campaign, which resulted in improvement in reading levels. Teachers’ reading class activity in schools has increased the number of children who can read letters or more by 16%, between November 2007 and March 2008. Thus the overall improvement can be attributed both to the Read India campaign, and teachers’ intervention.
Block level Improvements: 
Std 1& 2 Reading Skill Improvement of all Blocks.
The chart below shows the % of children who can read words in each block.

	S.no
	Blocks

	1
	Devakottai

	2
	Elayankudi

	3
	Kalayarkoil

	4
	Kallal

	5
	Kannakudi

	6
	Manamadurai

	7
	S.Pudur

	8
	Sakkottai

	9
	Singambunari

	10
	Sivagangai

	11
	Thirupuvanam

	12
	Tiruppathur
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It was found that the number of children reading words has shown improvement in all the Blocks, but Kannakudi Block has shown improvement significantly to 49.25% as compared to other Blocks in the Districts.

Number of children in word level has increased by 17% in S.Pudur Block. That block had the least number of children in word level during the initial evaluation.

Std 3-5 Reading Skill Improvement of all Blocks
	S.no
	Blocks

	1
	Devakottai

	2
	Elayankudi

	3
	Kalayarkoil

	4
	Kallal

	5
	Kannakudi

	6
	Manamadurai

	7
	S.Pudur

	8
	Sakkottai

	9
	Singambunari

	10
	Sivagangai

	11
	Thirupuvanam

	12
	Tiruppathur
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It was found that the no.of children reading words have shown improvement significantly to 25% in Kannakudi Block as compared to other Blocks in the Districts.
II. Science Programme (Ariviyal Anandam) Evaluation

1.Result Evaluation

· The expected outcome of AA evaluation is that 80% of children will know to do experiments and explain 25 experiments out of 40 in their own words.
· Final evaluation is done at the end of 4 months. 
In the final evaluation we will get answer for the question below: How many children can do experiments and how many can explain them ?

2. Evaluation Methodology

In Sivagangai District we did evaluation during the month of March 2008. We did this evaluation in 217 schools. We selected 10 schools from 7 blocks and from each school 10 kids were from 7th std and 8th std randomly and were evaluated on 40 experiments.  

The procedure that we followed in a school is given here.

Before going to the school, we made sure we had the following in our hand.

1. Science Experiments Kit

2. Chits of paper containing numbers 1-40 for drawing lots.

3. Survey Sheet.

4. A sheet containing the list of 40 experiments numbered 1-40.

3.Children Selection Procedure

Once we enter into the school, we went to the 7th standard. From the attendance register we got the total strength of the class. We divided the strength by 5. Let the number be N. Now choose every Nth child, starting from 1. Suppose there are 32 children in a class. Divide the number by 5. We get 6. Now starting from 1, choose every 6th child. So the children you choose are 1st, 7th, 13th, 19th and 25th.  Then went to 8th standard and followed the same procedure.  So a total of 10 students (5 from 7th std and 5 from 8th std).

Step 1: Now, the second part is doing 5 experiments. We entered the child’s name in the “Student Name” column. 

Step 2: We showed the child the lots, and asked them to choose a chit. Once he/she chooses a chit, we found the experiment corresponding to the number and wrote the number under the “Expt Number”, and asked the child to do the experiment and explain it. If he/she has done the experiment, then we ticked the column “Doing Expt? If he/she explained the experiment then we ticked the second column “Expt?” also. 

What is meant by a child know to do an experiment?

A child will be asked to choose a chit from a box in which the name of the experiment will be written.  If the child does not know to relate the materials with name of the expt then the evaluator will give the materials to the child and then ask them to demonstrate for them.  If the child were able to demonstrate correctly then the evaluator puts a tick mark in can do expt column.  If the child does not know to demonstrate or do not know what to do with the materials then the evaluator puts a tick mark in can’t do expt column.

What is meant by child know to explain an experiment?

If a child gets a tick mark in can do expt column then ask the explanation for the expt.  The child should be able to explain in her own words.  The right explanations will be given in a instruction sheet.  Please see and then put a tick mark in the appropriate column.

Note:  If the child doesn’t know to relate the name of the expt we provided them the materials and then asked them to do.
Step 3: Repeated Step 2 for another 4 experiments.

Now choose a second kid and repeat steps 1-3.

Result Highlights for Ariviyal Anandam Programme

The result shows that nearly 98% of children were able to do 20 experiments and 84% of children were able to do as well as explain 20 experiments correctly.

Nearly 49% of children were able to do all 40 experiments and 26% of children were able to do and explain all 40 experiments correctly.
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Std 1+2: % children who can read letters or more














Level 4: Can read stories
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Level A: (A for “Arambam” or “Beginner level”): Cannot even read letters











