Reply to Sangam Singh.

Sarva Shikha Abhiyan Project provided by Government of Andhra Pradesh does not reach any private schools. We are thinking about it in due course. At the moment, we haven’t applied for it.

1. How was Rs. 30,000/= utilized for obtaining Government recognition? 
Rs. 30,000/= grants from Asha Foundation was utilized for Govt. Recognition process expenses, Scanned copies of receipts are enclosed.

2. Does the organization want to work to improve the local schools?

We are keen to implement some of our methodologies that we follow at school, provided the local schools are ready to co-operate. At present, one school is following our methods. But the local schools are not showing any interest in spite of our repeated efforts. It involves a lot of work for the teachers.

3. Is Satsang Foundation in any other community work in the area?

Satsang Foundation started an Arts and Crafts Centre. It’s called ‘Satsang Women’s Empowerment Collective for Holistic Advancement’ – SWECHA. Its main aim is to revive the traditional arts and improve the financial conditions of Sugalis – who are scheduled tribes in this area.
4. How many people have gone through the training at the arts and crafts center?

There are twelve girls who have got trained at this centre. They started their own units at their residence and got to training others as well. They are doing financially well.

5. Is attrition of teachers an issue?

It is difficult to get teachers from the local area since the school is located at the outskirts of the near by town.

6. Did the two teachers that we funded two years back still at the school?

The two teachers funded by you – Maths Assistant and Hindi teacher – are still working in the school.

7. What is the motive for the Arts and Crafts center?

The motive of Arts and crafts center is to revive the traditional art of the Lambadis – like mirror work, embroidery and Kalamkari etc. We have a training center in the school premeises. There are fifteen ladies getting trained under an instructor. They sell the products through Ramanarprnam Trust at Bangalore.

8. Can more details about finances of the Foundation to be provided.
9. How much do the individual donors raise?

10. What is the situation of the finances fo Satsang Foundation?

The following table of Income and Expenditure for the year 2008-2009 ( just concluded) and the explanation given there under will give us a picture of the Finances of the Satsang Vidyalayas, the amounts raised through individual donors and the shortfall that needs to be bridged.
	SATSANG VIDYALAYAS – INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - SUMMARY

	
	
	
	

	A – INCOME

	Sl No
	Description
	Amount in Rs.
	Remarks

	1.
	General Donation- by members of the Foundation and others
	4,96,984/=
	

	2. 
	Donation – Child Sponsorship
	4,32,000/=
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	TOTAL
	 Rs. 9,28,984/=
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	B - EXPENDITURE

	1.
	Salaries & Employee cost
	5,41,640/=
	

	2.
	Administrative cost
	4,17,096/=
	

	3.
	Repairs and Maintenance
	11,642/=
	

	4.
	Traveling & Conveyance
	21,028/=
	

	5.
	Telephone Expenses
	6,631/=
	

	6.
	Postage & Courier
	345/=
	

	7.
	Sponsorship
	5,000/=
	

	8.
	Electricity charges
	35,034/=
	

	9.
	Rent, Rates & Taxes
	4.047/=
	

	10.
	Financial Expenses
	63/=
	

	11.
	TOTAL
	Rs. 10,42,526/=
	


From the above it can be seen that the income is mainly from the General Donation and the Child sponsorship Donation. The expenses incurred is about Rs. 1,13,542/= more than the income and this is met with further contributions from members and others. Note that stationery (about Rs. 35,000/=) is not mentioned above, as this is sought from members who directly purchase and hand over the required items. There are also other items such as Computers, tables, Medicines, Library books, children’s clothes and sometimes grocery items also which are contributed directly. Local festival celebrations, Excursions for children etc., are to a great extent sponsored by the President and supported by other members of the Foundation.
Money for Capital purchases and infrastructure requirements are just not available and only when organizations like ASHA for Education help out in slowly building up the school requirements. 
11. The answer to the question “What happens if they do not get funding from Asha?” would be that the process of developing education for these underprivileged children will considerably slow down as the inputs (such as those already given by ASHA ), required to help bring up the children on par with others, will not be available.
If we do not get fuding from you, much of our work initiated will probably either be reduced or come to a stop. We are determined to run the school whatever the situation.

We have some difficulties in getting enough sponsers, however if you once again explore the possibilities of funding us, with your support and heop we will continue to carry on the work we have started.

