
Meeting B. Sireesha, Asha for Education fellowship Recipient, at Chennekotha Palli 

(Report by Ravi Gangavarapu) 

 

Asha for Education Princeton chapter supports Shrimati B. Sireesha, a lawyer and social worker, 

in the form of a fellowship. She lives in Penukonda, Ananthapur district of Andhra Pradesh, and 

works with Mutually Aided Thrift cooperative Societies (MATCS) of Timbaktu Collective - an 

NGO located in Chennekotha Palli in Ananthapur district of Andhra Pradesh. Sireesha, as part of 

fellowship, provides legal and family counseling at legal centers run by MATCS. She is also a 

legal resource for Timbaktu and other NGOs in that area. 

 

The fellowship helps Sireesha provide legal and family counseling to women members, families, 

and communities in the areas where of Adisakthi (Chennekotha Palli mandal), Mahilasakthi 

(Roddam mandal) and Anantasakthi (Ramagiri mandal) MACTS in Anantapur district operate. 

She also runs a center for providing free legal advice in Penukonda (near Chennekotha Palli) 

town. People from different districts also avail legal help from Sireesha over phone. 

 

I visited Sireesha and the legal centers for one day during my visit to India on 19
th

 of October of 

2010. I spent my time at the Shanti (peace) Raji (compromise) Kendram (a free legal center) run 

by Adisakthi MACTS. When I visited last time in April, 2008, the center was housed in a rented 

place in Chennekotha Palli town. The MATCS and Timbaktu constructed a house for office and 

other purposes (such as to host meetings) on the outskirts of the Chennekotha Palli town. The 

Shanti raji kendram was shifted to this new building. Parties who need to visit the center need to 

take an auto. I actually went to the center from train station and freshed-up at this center in the 

morning. I took a train and it was an overnight journey from Hyderabad by train. 

 

 
New building where Shanti Raji Kendram operates 

 



The Shanti Raji Kendram has been recognized by the Anantapur District Legal Services 

Authority for mediation purposes, and Sireesha is authorized to dispose the cases on mutually 

agreed basis (a Lok Adalat – see Appendix A for more on Lok Adalats) . In the morning, I was 

provided an over view of the status and progress of the activities. She said that experience was 

mixed – some successes and some failures. She mentioned about a case where they were very 

disappointed as they could not save life of a lady whose case they were handling. In another 

case, where a fake Swamiji involved in sex trafficking of girls, the success was partial. The 

swamiji’s business was dismantled but he did not go to jail for the crimes committed. 

 

Later, I witnessed proceedings of ongoing cases in the new center. The picture below shows the 

room and manner where the cases coming to the Shanti Raji Kendram are taken up.  

 

 
 

 

In the picture above, present are Sireesha, MACTS board members who participate and help 

Sireesha in the resolution of the cases, and the parties that came for settlement.  Since the nature 

of approach in the Lok Adalats is conciliation and comprise, the cases take long time and require 

persuasive skills. Sireesha is supported by MATCS board members in the cases taken up at the 

center and the background work needed for resolving the cases. The MACTS board members are 

being trained to become legal aid workers. 

 

During my presence three cases were heard. The first case was that of a marital dispute where 

wife is being accused of extramarital affair by the husband (supposedly instigated by parents) 

and thrown out of home. It was a love marriage. The second case involved a daughter being 

arrested and harassed by the police with a theft case. The effected party came to the center for 

help in dealing with the police. The third case was about a wife abusing a husband. While sitting 



through the cases, I realized that all such cases in the absence of a center like Shanti Raji 

kendram would be decided by the police where the cases are supposedly settled in favor of the 

parties that use money and local political power. The families and communities may not have 

enough economical and social power to take their cases to a court. 

 

Other activities: 

 

Later in the day, Sireesha and other members shared about other activities they were doing as 

part of the legal centers. They shared how they are learning from the cases they are handling and 

how that experience is being used in handling future cases. The thing that caught my attention 

was that they are inviting other social workers and even experts or academicians and have 

discussions on topics that involve women’s issues. I was particularly surprised to hear that they 

are talking about topics that are a taboo in a typical rural setting. Such discussions would raise 

awareness and improve understanding of the women’s issues among the participants of the legal 

centers, and thus contribute to the communities dealing with such issues with more clarity. I saw 

a need to support more of such discussions that would help better understand the women’s issues 

in an ever changing world. I have noticed an evolving team and a center that is ready to learn, 

participate, and contribute to the development and progress of their communities. 

 

Later I met Timbaktu officers and collected receipts for the fellowship amount sent to Sireesha 

for the year 2010.  

 

Ravi Gangavarapu. 

 

Appendix A (from http://apslsa.ap.nic.in/local_adalat_mechanism.html) 

Lok Adalat is one of the modes of Alternative Dispute Resolution. The Lok Adalat is popularized 

throughout the State for the past several years. The public, Advocates and all the concerned are 

coming forward with enthusiasm to avail the Lok Adalat Mechanism for settlement of their cases. 

The Lok Adalat Mechanism is available throughout the State through the Legal Services Authorities / 

Committees for amicable settlement of cases.  

Lok Adalat Benches consisting of Judicial Officers, Advocates and social workers deal with cases 

referred to them and help the parties in arriving at a settlement. The Lok Adalats shall have 

jurisdiction to determine and to arrive at a compromise or settlement between the parties to a dispute 

in respect of any case pending before any Court or any matter which is falling within the jurisdiction 

of any Court and is not brought before such Court that is pre-litigation. That means the lok Adalats 

can deal with the cases pending before any Court and referred to the Lok Adalat. Lok Adalats can 

also deal with the disputes at pre-litigation stage. In respect of cases pending before Courts, such 

cases can be referred to Lok Adalat if the parties thereof agree or one of the parties thereof makes an 

application to the Court or the Court is satisfied that the matter is an appropriate one to be taken 

cognizance of by the Lok Adalat. The Lok Adalats can deal with all Civil Cases, Matrimonial 

Disputes, Land Disputes, Partition/Property Disputes, Labor Disputes etc., and non-compoundable 

criminal Cases.  



The Award of the Lok Adalat shall be deemed to be a decree of Civil Court or as the case may be an 

order of any other Court. Every Award made by a Lok Adalat shall be final and binding on all the 

parties to the dispute. No Appeal shall lie to any Court against the Award of the Lok Adalat. The 

significant feature of the Lok Adalat is that the legal experts holding Lok Adalat Bench guide the 

parties in arriving at a compromise or settlement in friendly and harmonious atmosphere.  

The Plaintiff/Petitioner is entitled to get refund of Court Fee that has been paid by him at the time of 

filing a Suit before a Court and that suit has been settled before the Lok Adalat. The parties who wish 

to avail the Lok Adalat Mechanism can simply approach the Court concerned or any of the Legal 

Services Institution. No fee is required to be paid by the parties to settle their cases before Lok 

Adalat.  

 


