Report on Trip Visit and Mutyalappa’s work as Asha fellow from July 2009 onwards to present
I visited Mutyalappa in January 2010 (30th and 31st) . We spent a few hours discussing the work and compiling the information in the report on the first day of the visit. The next day, myself, Mary and Bablu from Timbaktu spent some time at Mushtikovela. The first part of the visit was a village meeting at around 10:30am. This was well-attended with about 50 people there. The main topics covered while we were there was the NREGA work and the work with growing a rice crop from the tank despite insufficient water (see the separate note on that). After that we went to view the fields and the rice crop and drove through some of the surrounding areas

Status Regarding  Windmills: In earlier reports, I had talked about Mutyalappa’s work in organizing opposition to the construction of windmills in the Kalpavalli forest adjoining, due to the undemocratic way the companies were proceeding, as well as the potential for reversal of more than a decade’s work on forest regeneration.  During this report period there was a bit of a breakthrough on this front. The Joint Collector of the district Anita Ramachandran, met a delegation comprising Mutyalappa, Timbaktu Collective members and members of the Forest Protection Committee and heard them out. She was quite convinced of the rightness of their position and has put on hold approval for continued work on the windmills. 

NREGA: NREGA work continues as a strong point of Mutyalappa’s work. The amount earned through NREGA in the panchayat has now crossed 1 crore of rupees, quite a significant achievement. 

This year more streamlining of processes has happened so that Mutyalappa need not be involved to the level that he has been involved in the past, as this is very time-consuming. Each group has a leader appointed who takes up some of the responsibility.  Selection of work does not need Mutyalappa’s involvement much any more ; the worker groups discuss and come up with a list of possible works to execute and prioritises them, then goes onsite and sees the feasibility and makes a decision. 

As mentioned earlier, in a new direction under NREGA where Common Property Resources can also be worked on, a lot of work has been done on the adjoining Kalpavalli forest land. There is a lot of potential for desilting of the tank under NREGA, but that needs more funds allotment.  For a long time the village has also been trying to get a protection wall built for their fields (to protect against wild pigs from the forest), under NREGA, but without much progress so far.  There have been some issues with some villages in the Panchayat  feeling that they don’t get priority in NREGA work, in future the attempt will be to undertake work in all villages in an equitable way.  

There was a visit from government officials to check the quality of work being done under NREGA and some technical problems were pointed out. 

During our site visit, we sat in on an NREGA meeting.  The meeting was remarkable for the kind of animated discussion and the range of issues and problems that were brought up, discussed and in most cases resolved.  What struck me was the range of problems, questions and decisions that need to be addressed for making NREGA happen.  The role of a good Sarpanch as people’s representative in resolving questions and interfacing with government officials  came through quite strongly.  I made a short film from some of the footage of the meeting which can be seen here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZQD7Pj8tcw 

 Fluoride:  Fluoride in drinking water continues to be a problem in the panchayat. I had earlier given Mutyalappa field testing kits for testing the quality of water and he has been using these. The fluoride level is indeed significantly higher than appropriate for drinking water.  Timbaktu Collective has also been viewing the fluoride problem in the area with concern and some volunteers from the Collective have visited Mushtikovela and discussed with Mutyalappa on possible solutions. In February, a meeting was organized with Arghyam, a foundation in Bangalore working on water issues. Mutyalappa and representatives of Timbaktu collective were there at the meeting. There is a possibility that some funding will come towards a solution for the fluoride problem through Arghyam.

Other:

In October the Collector of the district Janardhan Reddy visited Timbaktu Collective. Mutyalappa was also there at the meeting and got an opportunity to present the work done at Mushtikovela to the Collector.  

