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By Madhav Lakkapragada 
(smadhav at gmail dot com) 

 
[http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=852] 

 
Date: 08/15/2009 @ 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
 
Attendees:  
Raju garu (Circle of Goodwill); 
Srini Datla, Vijay Yerramilli, Madhav Lakkapragada (Asha Cincinnati volunteers) 
 
Minutes: 
  
This was a regular conference call with our project partner to get updates about 
the project. We got a lot of updates about the project and learned about the 
future plans for the project on this conference calls. We also discussed some of 
the changing aspects of education in Andhra Pradesh due to the recent 
legislative actions by the Central and the State governments. Included here are 
the details from the discussions. 
  

• VMV currently supports about 150 children from 8 to 9 villages 
surrounding the school location. Most of the children are from the local 
fishermen communities. 

• VMV currently supports education up to sixth grade and plans to add the 
seventh grade next year (2010). The school currently has about 5 rooms 
and employs 5 teachers, a helper and a principal / supervisor. 

• Circle of Goodwill is working towards getting government recognition for 
this school from 1 through 7 grades. With the recent changes in the  
education system, recognition will potentially become necessary in the 
next year or two. Without this recognition, it may become difficult for the 
children to transfer to the next higher grade at other schools. If the school 
is recognized, since VMV can only support till 6th or 7th grade for now, the 
children have the means to transfer to other schools for higher studies. 
One of the Mithila vidyalayam's - Angirasai Mithila Vidyalayam in 
Vizianagaram already has recognition from the govt. So Circle of Goodwill 
has experience in this process and they confident that it will be successful. 

• Circle of Goodwill is expecting to know more details about their govt. 
recognition application in the next 7 to 10 days. 

• If recognized, the strength of the school may go up as more parents will 
be interested in sending their children to this school. Recognition does not 
mean govt. interference or govt funding. It means a recognition of the 
educational approach and the syllabus / curriculum follows the state 
mandated system for education. 



• If recognized, there are plans to add seventh grade and add one more 
teacher. 

• If the recognition runs into trouble this year, then the school plans to 
partner with other municipal schools in Vizag or Bheemulipatanam and 
send the seventh grade students to appear for the board exams. They 
already take a similar approach at other Mithila Vidyalayam schools - ex 
Bharadwaja school. 

• Registration expenses are paid for by Circle of Goodwill from other 
donations and are not part of the Asha Cincinnati funded budget. 

• If the school is recognized till seventh grade, there are plans to apply for 
recognition until tenth grade. They plan to start the application process the 
following year. This means school expansion and building construction to 
accommodate more classrooms. 

• Circle of Goodwill plans to build 5 additional rooms adjacent to the existing 
classrooms. The land is owned by Sri Ashtottara Sri Rama Namalayam 
Trust, and Circle of Goodwill has permission to use this facility for 
supporting educational needs of the local community. Currently, this is 
only in the planning stage and may be seriously pursued if the govt 
recognition is successful. At this time, Asha Cincinnati is not committed to 
any funding needs for building construction. We did not discuss any 
proposals towards this initiative either. 

• At this time the school doesn't have any computers or any audio-visual 
teaching aids. However, a friend of Raju garu from Hyderabad intends to 
donate a computer to the school. This will be used as a teaching aid in the 
future after the donation is materialized. Asha Cincinnati budget doesn't 
have any funding needs for Computers or any other audio-visual teaching 
aids. 

• Independence day was celebrated this year as well. Raju garu will send 
the pictures to us in a few days. The chief guest was the Mandal 
Education Officer Mr. Sanyasi Naidu. All the teachers and about 120 
children attended the event. 

• We provided updates to Raju garu on our efforts to raise funds for this 
project from the Work An Hour 2009 campaign and the benefits of 
participating in a global fundraiser like WAH. 

  



 
Other updates about Circle of Goodwill 

 
Circle of goodwill also supports two other schools in the Greater Visakhapatnam 
(VSP) area and some updates about these two schools were also discussed in 
the conference call. 
 
Bharadwaja Mithila Vidyalayam: They are in the process of getting govt. 
recognition for this school as well. The school is located in a slum area of the city 
and currently supports students till 10th grade. Since the school doesn't have 
govt. recognition, the seventh and tenth board exam applications are forwarded 
through a partnership with another private school that has the needed 
recognition. 
  
    The building that houses this school has a thatched (palm leaves) roof and 
requires yearly maintenance. Asha Boston (CC'ing Rajeev Annaluru of Asha 
Boston) has a proposal for building construction support. However, due to local 
challenges at the school, this proposal maybe on hold. The land belongs to 
World Teachers Trust and since the school is located in the city there are a 
number of procedures and approvals that the organization needs to go through to 
start construction work. Added to this there is a challenge of relocating all the 
children during the construction period. 
  
Jalajanani Mithila Vidyalayam Peda Jalaripeta, VSP: This school currently 
supports till first or second grade and needs help. They do not have a building to 
house additional classes but the need clearly exists.It is anticipated that there will 
be an infrastructure problem next year. The school was started in partnership 
with the local Fishermen Colony Association. The school building is not owned by 
WTT nor is owned by Circle of Goodwill. They are working with active volunteers 
and donors to support this school. 
  
 Next Steps: 

• Continue the partnership. 

• Vijay to do a site visit in Nov 2009. 

• Raju garu will be sending quarterly updates etc to the Cincinnati Chapter. 

• Madhav to upload these minutes by Wednesday (08/19) and send request 
to treasurer to release the money for the first half academic year. We did 
acknowledge that the Cincinnati Chapter is a little delayed. They are 
currently using contingency funds from Circle of Goodwill. 

• Raju garu also mentioned that he will continue to send audited statements 
in the future so that they can be uploaded to the project website. 

 


