Vasistha Mithila vidyalam, located on the way from Visakhapatnam to Bheemili , serves the chidren belonging to the local fishermen community. Most of the children belong to extremely poor families, whose only livelihood is fishing. There is no government school in the area, for a stretch of 30 kms. 

The school started 4 years ago, at the request and requirement of the community. It started with first standard and added one class each year. It currently supports upto standard 4th. The school land has been donated and is in a pakka building. Three of the rooms in the building are used as class rooms – first room is for nursery, second contains students of 1st and 3rd class, third room contains students of 2nd and 4th standard. An expansion in future might be needed when classes grow.

Students are given free education and are taught Mathematics, Science, Social studies, Telugu and English according to the A.P state board syllabus. They are also taught cleanliness, social and cultural values. The students are provided mid-day meals cooked by the teachers (before the school session starts for the day) and the assistant. The children are also provided 2 sets of uniforms every year, in addition to text books, pencils, pens and other stationary. 

There are currently three teachers – one for nursery, one for 1st and 3rd, one for 2nd and 4th std.  There is also one assistant who helps them in cooking and in conducting classes. There is also one co-ordinator kantha rao garu, on the premises. He overlooks and supervises the classes, motivates the community and also helps organize accounts etc. I was told that his salary comes from a different project, not part of the project proposal sent to asha. 

Teachers and the co-ordinator are doing a great job of motivating the children and parents. Incidentally, there are no drop-outs, except the ones who are moving out of the area. They also are striving to increase awareness of education in the community by periodical one-to-one sessions with parents, cultural programmes etc.  Some of the teachers belong to the community, some moved from other places to local areas, after they started working here. They are intermediate passed and are paid nominal salaries – Details are already in the project proposal.

School currently supports 130 children, all of them cannot afford tuition or fees. The school atmosphere is welcoming and conducive to learning. The students were happy and eager to share what they have learnt. 

