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Report for the Month of January to June 2010 
 

During the Month of January and June 2010 the following activities were done by 

JOSH: 

 

1. Lakshya: The urban poor youth program:  

 

This group was started in September 2009 after have piloted the same project as 

Maksad with ISST. After the formation of this group, new space and 

administrative structures were defined.  

 

Main Objectives of the program: 

1. Capacity build the youth by teaching them English and Computers and 

other such skills which will help them in accessing better job 

opportunities. 

2. To build a platform for the youth to come together to understand issues of 

transparency, accountability and governance, get actively involve and 

learn both as an individual and collective. 

3. Capacity build and empower youth of the community such that they have 

access to greater opportunities and are also able to demand for 

accountability and transparency in governance. 

4. To address local issues of the area by involving these youth and the 

community.  

Methodology: 

1. Bring the youth together; provide them informal education, where they are 

taught basic English and other subjects from the school curriculum.  

2. Special attention is given to drop out students, especially girls. They are 

helped to enroll under the Open School (both School for Open Learning 

and IGNOU).  

3. Capacity building by having workshops on legal rights and entitlements, 

entitlements under Public Distribution System, provisions under Right to 

Information Act, Right to Education, women rights etc 



4. Weekly discussion sessions on current issues of governance and 

democracy and thematic workshops of theatre and leadership skills etc. for 

students. 

 

Program description: 

Presently, the program has been able to reach out to 120 students residing in 1, 

3, 4 and 9 blocks of Trilokpuri and 11, and 15 blocks of Kalyanpuri. There are 36 

blocks in Trilokpuri and Kalyanpuri extends from 11 to 21 blocks.  

 

Daily classes for English and other subjects of the school curriculum are taught. 

There are six batches, of both boys and girls. Presently, other than basic English, 

Mathematics, and Political Science classes are held for students of Lakshya.  

  

Lakshya Volunteers taking Classes  

 



Discussion Groups: These students apart from studying also participate in 

Discussion Groups where different topics ranging from role of youth in 

democracy to how to file RTI to seek accountability have been held. Trainings on 

how to file Right to Information application have also been held for the students. 

 

 Discussion Group  

Theatre Group:  

A theatre group of the name of ‘Sandesh’(Message) was formed by the students 

of Lakshya. This group has prepared several small street theatres to create 

awareness on different community issues like drinking problem, lack of 

sanitation, corruption and RTI Act. 

 

Involving the Parents: Apart from involving the students, efforts are been 

made to also involve the parents. For this Parents-Teacher meetings were held to 

interact with the parents to understand the local problems from their perspective 

and also to understand how we can work with the youth in Lakshya and their 

parents to solve these problems. Many problems starting from lack of sanitation, 

to growing crime rate in the neighborhood were discussed during these meetings. 

It was decided that common activities will be done to gain the support of the 

extended neighborhood on such issues and then take up the problems as a 

community.  



 Parent Teacher Meeting  

 

 

2. Youth Task Force: The initiative of JOSH, working with students in various 

colleges and universities. 

 

Apart from holding regular meetings to discuss on the progress of 

implementation of Section 4 of the RTI Act with the students, one of the main 

activities that were undertaken by JOSH-YTF volunteers was to work towards 

accessing evaluated answer sheets by students under Right to Information.  

  

Accessing Evaluated Answer Sheets by Students: 

As may be remembered, that JOSH-YTF raised the issue of accessing evaluated 

answer sheets by students almost three years ago with the launch of the ‘It’s the 



Question of Your Answers Campaign’ in 2006. During which more than 400 RTI 

applications were filed by students asking for their evaluated answer sheets. In 

April, 2007 a full bench hearing of the Central Information Commission ruled 

that answer sheets cannot be given to students under RTI as it will cause 

administrative inconvenience for Universities and Boards where a huge number 

of students appear for examination.  

 

Since then, we in JOSH have tried different ways to raise this issue with the 

authorities at various platforms. After the implementation of Section 4 of the RTI 

Act in University of Delhi and its 86 colleges by JOSH, one space was created 

were transparency measures could be discussed with the University authorities.   

 

Also during this time, intensive research led to finding out that many Boards and 

Universities in India, have already initiated the process of giving access to 

evaluated answer sheets to their students. RTI applications were filed to get data 

from these Universities and Boards. Information was asked about their detailed 

procedure, about the number of applications processed in the following years 

since the start of the particular practice and such other details.  

 

All these information was gathered to then request and lobby with the Central 

Information Commission to reopen or review their Full Bench decision. Fresh 

RTI applications requesting copy of evaluated answer sheet were filed in 

University of Delhi which is now pending at the Central Information Commission 

to be heard since February 2010.  

Signature campaign was done where students and youth have been signing 

letters requesting the CIC for an early and favorable hearing to the pending 

answer sheet case. Till now more than 800 letters have been registered to have 

been received by the CIC. A meeting was done with Chief Information 

Commissioner, Wajahat Habibullah by the JOSH-YTF team, to discuss and hand 

over all related documents to this case. During this meeting Mr. Wajahat 

Habibullah assured us that he will hear the matter soon. However, the hearing is 

still pending.  



 

Moving to the Supreme Court: The case of Pritam Rooz Vs University of 

Calcutta was ruled favorably by the Calcutta High Court in favor of students. 

According to the judgement students should be allowed to access copies of their 

answer sheets as a right. However, the case was then moved by the University of 

Calcutta to the Supreme Court. JOSH and RTI activist Aruna Roy filed for 

impleadement in this case, leading to which we will become party to the case. The 

hearing in pending in front of the Supreme Court. Colin Gonsalves of HRNL is 

representing JOSH and Aruna Roy in the Supreme Court 

 

If the trajectory that has been followed by JOSH for this issue is noticed, it will be 

seen that all the mechanism by which any civil society or citizens movement can 

hold the State or the authority accountable has been done. For this particular 

issue, the problem was identified as been integral to the focused community 

(youth) and was then addressed by involving (mobilisation) the students to ask 

for information, staging protests by signature campaigns and other such events. 

JOSH also worked in collaboration with the authorities to create platforms within 

the existing administrative system where issues of transparency can be discussed 

(by implementation of Section 4 of the RTI Act in University of Delhi and its 86 

colleges). Along with working with the concerned authorities, JOSH also pursued 

different legal and administrative processes (through RTI and approaching the 

Central Information Commission to filing of case at the Supreme Court).  

 

3. Malwa Mazdoor Kisan Sangathan: ‘Rural initiative of mobilization of 

youth in Madhya Pradesh with Elected Representative’    

 

This program was initiated in Mandsaur District of Madhya Pradesh on invitation 

of the Member of Parliament of that area. JOSH was invited because of its 

experience of youth involvement on issues of transparency and accountability of 

both urban middle class and urban poor youth. It was an opportunity to be able 

to work involving rural youth on issues of transparency and accountability.  

 



First Phase of the program:  

 

Choosing the area: Initial visits to the area were done during the October and 

November 2009. Several visits were done to the different panchayats in the 

district of Mandsaur, and Malhargarh block was finally chosen considering the 

presence of a number of marginalized communities in that area. In Malhargarh 

block 25 village panchayats were chosen for work in the first phase of the 

work. 

 

Planning: After have chosen the area, detailed planning was done to understand 

the different issues of the area. As one of the strategy of reaching out to the 

community was to create awareness about the initiation of such a group and 

encourage people to join us in our work towards more transparent and 

accountable systems. 

 

Membership: Membership drive was started, which entailed visit to each of the 

village panchayats and distribution of pamphlets describing the work that the 

program was aiming to do with the people. During the months of February and 

March 2010, more than 180 young people signed up as members from the 25 

village panchayats.  

 

Orientation: Several orientation training sessions were conducted for the 

enrolled members. During these sessions, members were trained on Right to 

Information and provisions of NREGA Act and also the different entitlements 

under various government schemes like Pension, Indira Awas Yojana etc.     



  

Orientation of Members 

Capacity Building: Some of the enrolled members were also send to capacity 

building visits outside Mandsaur.  

• Members participated in the meeting organized by MKSS (Mazdoor Kisan 

Shakti Sangathan, Rajasthan) in Jaipur on NREGA and role of sarpanch in 

better implementation of NREGA  

• Members participated in the Padyatra in different villages of Rajasthan for 

better implementation of NREGA 

• Members participated in the May Mela, organized by MKSS in Bhim 

Rajasthan 

 

Behavioral training: As part of the capacity building phase, one day 

behavioral training was organized for the members of Malwa Mazdoor Kisan 

Sangathan. This training was held on 14th of May 2010, where trainers from 

Jawaharlal Nehru Leadership Institute, Delhi were invited to train the members.  

 

This one day training session included various exercises which helped the 

members to understand the importance of perception, motivation active listening 

and team building.  



 

 Behavioral Training 

 

Helping villagers to access pension scheme: During team meetings of the 

members and other community people, one of the main problems apart from 

non-implementation of NREGA, was poor implementation of different 

government schemes. Amongst different schemes, majority of cases were 

identified were entitled villagers hadn’t received their old age pension or widow 

pensions. The members decided to take up this issue. 

 

The work was done by visiting each village in the panchayats, helping old and 

widows to fill the forms for pension. After that the forms were taken through 

different administrative procedure by our members and then submit the forms to 

the concerned officials. During this time, several RTI applications were also filed 



to acquire information on different pension cases which were lying pending for 

years 

 

Outcome: During this time 85 forms were filled, of which 40 people have 

already started receiving their pensions.  

 

Implementation of the provisions of NREGA Act:   

During the month of May and June, preparation was started to initiate work on 

better implementation of the NREGA in the different village panchayats.  

 

Orientation and training: Members were trained and capacity build on 

understanding the different provisions of the NREGA Act.  

 

Planning and preparation: It was decided that the intervention on NREGA 

will began by first creating awareness on the provision of the NREGA amongst 

villagers. After which, we will be helping the villagers to fill up the Form 6 

(Proforma prescribed for application for job under NREGA).  

 

Awareness Generation Campaign on NREGA:  

During this campaign, groups of members led by the coordinator Vikas Gaur 

visited the different villages and spoke to the villagers about the different 

provisions of the NREGA Act and how they can apply to ask for jobs in their own 

village.  

 

Also part of the campaign was setting up of ‘Rozgar Choupal’ where villagers 

were given information about the NREGA and were helped to fill the Form 6 for 

application for jobs under NREGA.  

 



  

 

Discussion with villagers and Rozgar Choupal in Progress  

 

Rozgar Choupal: 

During the Rozgar Choupal, apart from meeting villagers and helping them 

understand NREGA, several meetings were done with the village Sarpanch and 



Secretaries to encourage them to help the villagers and also to start work sites in 

their villages. 

 

Outcome:  

• Awareness on NREGA done in 12 village panchayats, covering more 

than 30 villages  

• More than 700 forms (Form 6) were filled. 

•  Amongst them, 400 people got employment under NREGA in their 

neighborhood villages.  



 

 



 



 

5. Transparency of MP Fund:  

As one of the importance aspect of transparency, an initiative has been taken by 

JOSH to work with one of the young Member Parliament, to make the MP fund 

transparent. Each Member Parliament is responsible for spending an amount of 

Rs. Two crore annually on different works or issues in his/ her Constituency.  

 

However, very few efforts have been made to see how this money is spent and 

thereby holding the elected representatives accountable. In this initiative the 

Member Parliament suo moto discloses details of expenditure made of the MP 

Lad fund in one financial year. The disclosure will be done on her website.  

 

6. Capacity Building of National Students Union of India 

(Student wing on Indian National Congress):  

JOSH was approached by the National Students Union of India (NSUI) to design 

a program to capacity build and involve students along issues of transparency 

and accountability. Based on JOSH’s experience of working with students and 

youth for the last couple of years, we designed a program for NSUI which was 

accepted by their leadership. The program was based on making the University 

and college campuses more transparent and accountable in their functioning by 

using RTI Act.  

  

The program was launched this year, with initial trainings done by JOSH for all 

the National office-bearers of NSUI. In the first phase 13 States and UTs were 

identified for launching of the program.  

 

Trainings in 13 States and UTs: Amongst the 13 identified States and UTs, in 

the first phase trainings have been completed by JOSH in 6 States and UTs. 

Trainings were done for all office bearers of their State Units and District Units. 

These trainings are TOTs (Training of Trainers) and further these trained trainers 

will be conducting training for their respective University and College Campuses.  


