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Report for the Month of January to June 2011 

 

During the month of January and June 2011 the following activities were done by 

JOSH:  

1. Implementation of Section 4 of RTI Act in colleges of University of 

Delhi:  

As part of the efforts of JOSH to towards effective implementation of the 

provisions of the section 4 of the Right to Information in different colleges and in 

University of Delhi, apart from filing a series of RTI applications, a meeting was 

held with the Vice Chancellor of University of Delhi along with the Central 

Information Commissioner, Shri. Shailesh Gandhi.  

 

This meeting was held to bring to the notice of the present Vice Chancellor, Shri. 

Dinesh Singh, about the work that has been done on Section 4 in the last two 

years and how the mandate of implementation of Section 4 is crucial for better 

transparency and accountability in the functioning of the University and the 

colleges under it. During the meeting it was also agreed that the University will 

also try to take innovative steps to spread the knowledge of Right to Information 

amongst students and also encourage them to use the important legislation. 

 

2.  National Task Force for Sec 4 of RTI by Department of Personnel and 

Training (DoPT), Government of India: 

 

Department of Personnel and Training, Government of India has set up a task 

force for the purpose of advice on effective implementation of Section 4 of the 

Right to Information Act (RTI Act). The task force is mandated to suggest 

measures for improving the quality and content of proactive disclosure under 

Section 4(1)(b) of the RTI Act.  

 



The complete text of the notification is accessible at: 

http://persmin.gov.in/WriteReadData/CircularPortal/D2/D02rti/1_6_2011-

IR01062011.pdf 

 

JOSH was part of this National Task Force set up by the DoPT. To effectively 

fulfill the mandate of the task force, five sub-groups were constituted to work on 

different themes. JOSH took on the responsibility of developing templates for 

disclosure of information as mandated under section 4 of the RTI Act for 

education. 

 

For the above mentioned purpose, a one day consultation was held on 28th of 

June 2011, in Delhi were individuals and groups working on the issue of 

education worked together to develop templates for information disclosure at 

the level of school, district and State. 

  

The developed templates were then presented to the DoPT. The DoPT after a 

series of meetings of the task force accepted many of the recommendations and 

the sample templates developed by the members of the task force and have 

presented them as part of their report to the Government of India.  

 

 

3. Answer sheet campaign and legal intervention: 

 

As part of the answer sheet campaign of JOSH, which began in 2006 and was run 

in all the universities and colleges of Delhi, JOSH had approached the Supreme 

Court in 2010 in the case of Pritam Rooz Vs University of Calcutta. JOSH and 

Smt. Aruna Roy, filed for impledement in this particular case, after which the 

Supreme Court agreed to allow the above mentioned to be party to the case.  

 

http://persmin.gov.in/WriteReadData/CircularPortal/D2/D02rti/1_6_2011-IR01062011.pdf
http://persmin.gov.in/WriteReadData/CircularPortal/D2/D02rti/1_6_2011-IR01062011.pdf


Early this year, the Supreme Court heard the case and all the members of JOSH 

worked round the clock to provide all necessary evidence and documents to 

support the case. All relevant evidence, replies from different Universities of 

India, like Mumbai University, Pune University, Kerala University and Panjab 

University, where evaluated answer sheets are given to students were presented 

to the Supreme Court. Practices of all foreign universities were also documented 

and shared. The hearings that happened during this period have been in favor of 

answer sheet campaign.  

 

 

4. The National Youth Consultation and Inputs to the approach paper to 

the 12th Five Year Plan: 

 

As part of this process, the National Youth consultation was held on the 5th of 

December 2011 by JOSH and other members of the youth constituency in 

collaboration with Wada Na Todo Abhiyan (WNTA). After the consultation, a 

report consolidating the inputs from the youth constituency was compiled and 

shared with WNTA and the Planning Commission. A series of meetings were 

held by WNTA in which members of JOSH actively participated and provided 

inputs to the final draft which was send to the Planning Commission from the 

civil society groups.  

 

5. The Urban Poor Youth Program:  

This program aims to work with urban poor youth of two resettlements colonies 

of Trilokpuri and Kalyanpuri to engage and capacity build them such that they 

can raise issues of their community. 

5. a. Youth Resource Center:  

Daily classes for English and other subjects are been held. Presently, there are 

about 105 enrolled in the center. There are five batches that are been held. 



5. b. Group Discussion:  

Twice every month, group discussions are held for the students. This helps the 

youth to not only study their course curriculum but also to understand different 

aspects of governance and democracy. The topic for GD is usually announced a 

couple of days in advance, such that the students can prepare readings to 

participate in the GD. The topics of these group discussions range from 

understanding democracy, and governance to understanding the role of theatre 

as a mode of communication and education and school related issues. 

 

5. c. Capacity Building Trainings: 

Capacity building trainings are held for the youth volunteers. It helps them to get 

in-dept knowledge about the particular subject. During this period a capacity 

building training on Human Rights was held for the youth of the centre. The 

main objective of this training was to help the students understand the concept of 

Human Rights and also learn the view problems around them from a human 

rights perspective. 

 

5. d. Outreach and Awareness creation:  

It was crucial to reach 

out to the larger 

community in different 

innovative ways to 

create awareness and 

also to mobilise them to 

raise the voices against 

the problems of the 

education system. The 

idea was not only to 

make register their complaints, but also to understand how the RTE Act had now 



legally mandated the provisions and entitlements thereby ensuring delivery of 

quality education.  

Outreach campaigns would include the communication team of JOSH to visit 

different slums and blocks of Trilokpuri and Kalyanpuri, where they would 

perform a short street play, sign and shout out slogan related to RTE Act. After 

which the team would interact with the gathered community about the different 

provisions and entitlements under the RTE Act. Pamphlets and other related 

material would be distributed.  

The different communication tools helped in spreading the message about the 

Act and in generating awareness amongst the larger community. 

 

5. e. Awareness Camps on admission under EWS quota: 

As part of the awareness building around the Right to Education Act, several 

activities have been undertaken by the group.  

 

During the month of January and February, extensive campaigning was 

undertaken by members of JOSH on the provision of 25 % reservation of seats in 

all private schools for children from Economically Weaker Section (EWS). In this 

effort, several camps were held in different parts of the community to provide 

information and to assist the community to effectively utilize this provision 

given under RTE Act.  

 



At these camps: 

 Information on the EWS quota and knowledge about procedure of 

application 

 Assisting parents in filling up of admission forms of the different private 

schools in the area 

 Submission of these forms in the different schools: This was needed was 

many parents were finding it difficult to submit the admission forms, as 

the school authorities in many of the private schools were refusing 

submission. 

 Filing of complaints to the office of the Deputy Director of Education 

(East), GNCT and the NCPCR on refusal of admission by these private 

schools.  

 

5. f. Complaints filing: Grievance Redressal  

One of the main outcomes of the outreach campaigns was that many aggrieved 

parents approach members of JOSH to assist them in filing and registering of 

their complaints against violations of the provisions of the RTE Act and also 

reported on different irregularities in the education system.  

 

As part of the process, members of JOSH would help filing of these complaints 

and send them to the concerned authority in the education department. Copies 

of these complaints were also sent to the National Commission for Protection of 

Child Rights (NCPCR).   

 

Several complaints which included grievance of students regarding non 

functional toilets to lack of seating facility to corporal punishment and others 

were registered. JOSH in the last three to four months, had registered a total of 



809 complaints on different problems of delivery of quality education from the 

resettlement and slums of Trilokpuri and Kalyanpuri.  

 

S.NO Nature of the entitlement Total 

Number 

1 Unhygienic toilet and insufficient water 

facility in toilets 

207 

2 Lack of drinking water 170 

3 Mid Day meal 34 

4 Quality of the computer education 43 

5 Lack of desks and seating arrangements 

in classrooms 

87 

6 Lack of fans and lights in the classroom 

and school premise 

57 

7 Collection of fees and funds from parents 

under various accounts 

67 

8 Quality of education 61 

9 Denial of admission 4 

10 Corporal Punishment 9 

11 Scholarship 63 

12 Uniforms 7 

Total 809 

 

Out of the 809 complaints filed, 30 cases were selected and heard during the 

Public Hearing held on the 20th of April. 

 

5. g. Community block meetings: 

JOSH also organized seven block level community meetings in different blocks of 

Trilokpuri. The main objective of the meetings was to make the community 



aware of various provisions of the Right to Education (RTE) Act. The other 

purpose was to facilitate the community to discuss on condition and status of 

implementation of right to education act in the school of their children 

 

  

 

5. h. Public Hearing on Right to Education Act: 

A full day Public Hearing on the violations of against the Free and Compulsory 

Education Act 2009 was held on 20th of April 2011 in the resettlement colony of 

Trilokpuri in East Delhi in collaboration with the National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). This was the first hearing of NCPCR in the 

Delhi and it saw the participation of more than 2000 people, which included 

members of the community as well as activists and members of different 

organizations and networks.  

Around 30 cases were presented before a five member jury panel chaired by 

NCPCR chairperson Shantha Sinha. The panel included Farah Naqvi, member 

National Advisory Committee, Vinod Raina, President, BGVS, Yogesh Dubey, 

member NCPCR and Kiran Bhatty, National Coordinator, RTE Division, 

NCPCR.  

 



 

 

 

 

The cases presented to the jury were chosen out of 809 complaints filed by JOSH 

from the community of Trilokpuri and Kalyanpuri area in East Delhi to the 

Department of Education. These cases were across seven different categories, 

which included,  

1. Negligence of children by the school authorities causing severe injuries, 

2. Corporal punishment,  

3. Collection of fees/funds,  

4. Denial of admissions/scholarships,  

5. Quality of education and classroom transaction,  

6.  Infrastructure 

7. Poor quality of mid day meal 



As part of the hearing, all the different State functionaries, which included, 

Director of Education, Government of Delhi, Director of Education, Municipal 

Corporation of Delhi and Chief Medical officer of Lal Bahadur Shastri Hospital 

and Chief Executive Engineer of Delhi Jal Board were summoned for the hearing. 

Also Principals of all the 40 schools of the area were present. Apart from the 

officials who were summoned, the Deputy Commissioner (East), Mr. R.K. Misra 

and SDM of Preet Vihar subdivision were also present at the hearing.  

 

5. i. Postcard Campaign: 

The Right to Education Act mandates 

the formation of School Management 

Committees in all schools, which 

unlike all the previous 

committees/associations of parents 

and teachers, will have a crucial 

planning and monitoring role. This 

provision will go a long way in 

empowering the parents and enabling them to have a more participatory role in 

the functioning of the schools.  

However, the State of Delhi still awaits directives from its government to form 

SMCs in schools. Acknowledging the important role of the SMCs, a post card 

campaign has been initiated by JOSH in the area.  

As part of the campaign, children, 

parents, and larger community signed 

several post cards requesting the Smt. 

Sheila Dikshit, Ho’nable Chief Minister 

of Delhi to notify the rules of RTE Act for 

the State and also to immediately order 

formation of SMCs in schools.  



The campaign, apart from helping in collectively raising the demand for SMC, 

helped in creating awareness of the role and responsibilities of the SMCs. Till 

now, more than 5,000 post cards have been signed. This campaign has helped in 

creating awareness amongst the community on roles and responsibilities of the 

SMCs in monitoring of the functioning of the schools. Postcards have also been 

signed by several other likeminded people, including students of colleges of 

University of Delhi.  

 

5.j. Yuva Theatre Festival: „AAINA‟ 

JOSH organised a yuva theatre festival by the 

name “AAINA” on the 23rd of January 2011,  

where several college theatre groups of Delhi, as 

well as community theatre groups performed 

plays based on different social themes ranging 

from RTE to communal violence and violence 

against women to raise awareness among 

community.  

 

Seven groups, which included theatre groups of Lady Shri Ram College (LSR), 

Miranda House College, Hasraj college performed at the event.  

 

More than thousand of people from nearby community attended the event. Posters 

were developed and distributed among large numbers to invite and inform 

community of the event. Volunteers of JOSH supported and also performed in the 

event. This activity supported JOSH in reaching to the mass and also informs them 

different social issues.  

 



 

 

 

  



  


