
Asha for Education 
Fellowship Application Form 

        

SECTION I: Personal Contact Information       

Name: Aheli Chowdhury 
 

Address: 46 A NIL Block, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi- 110017 
 
 

Phone: (o) 9811765959 

Email: aheli.chowdhury@gmail.com 

Nominator: Arvind Kejriwal  

Have you applied to Asha Fellowship Program before? If yes, when? NO  
 

Do you or your organization receive or has received any other form of financial support from 
Asha? If yes, please give details NA  
 

 
 

SECTION II: Summary of Work 

Name of Project (if any): Study of delivery and quality of elementary education in MCD 

schools 
Location: Delhi  
Village/City/District/State 
 

Which communities will your work serve? The children going to government schools 
 

Socio-economic background: Lower and lower middle income group families.  
 

Type of work (Select 3 maximum) 

 Curriculum Development  Environment  Appropriate Technology 

* Teaching Methods  Health and Nutrition * Right to Information 

* Educational Reform  Income Generation  People’s Struggles 

 Computer Based Education  Food and Agriculture  Civic and Human Rights 

 Adult Literacy  Land Reform  Other (Please specify) 

 
 

SECTION II: Education 

Degree, Certification or Training Year Institution Location 

Masters in Psychology  University of Delhi  Delhi 

Bachelor’s in Psychology   University of Calcutta  Calcutta  

   

 
 

SECTION III: Experience 

Please describe the top 3 most relevant experiences. 
 

� Conducting trainings: I have been engaged in conducting trainings on labor laws for 
garment factories in and around Delhi and South India.   

� Engaged in conducting research in informal labour in Jamia nagar. In this research an in-
dept enquiry was done to reveal issues underlying the dynamics sustaining and 
perpetuating the nexus of informal labour in the above mentioned area. In this study a 
sample of rickshaw pullers, casual laborers, private bus drivers and conductors and rag 
pickers were studied.  



� Being a part of the study understanding education in conflict situation: This study was 
focused on understanding the different factors affecting education in Nagaland and 
Manipur, two north eastern states where violent conflict has been a long history.  

 
 

 
 

SECTION IV: Organizational Affiliations & Memberships 

Organization Your Role Dates 

Joint Operation for 
Social help (JOSH)  

Founder member  July 2006 

AMAN Trust  Program Officer  September 2005- till now  

ASK (Association for 
Stimulating Know 

How)  

Asst. Program Officer  December 2004  

 
 

SECTION V: References 

Name Organization   Address/Phone/Email 

Mr. Arvind Kejriwal  Parivartan  parivartan_india@rediffmail.com 

   

        
 

SECTION Vi: Proposal  
Please answer the following questions in the space provided. Please attach any additional 
documents for clarity and better understanding of your work. 

Name of Project (if any):  Study of delivery and quality of elementary education in MCD 

schools 
 
Objective:  
 
The project has the following objectives: 
 

� To understand and review the different schemes and projects of the Government for 

elementary education. Under this different budget allocation for these schemes and 

program will be studied  
� To understanding the functioning of Government run MCD Schools (Municipal 

Corporation of Delhi), the recruitment process, the decision making procedure and all 
such details of operation of these schools.  

� To assess the quality of delivery of education in these schools.  
� To find out the reasons leading to the results for the assessment 
� To study other privately run schools of the same budget and develop best practices for 

better delivery of elementary education 
� To hold consultation of the various stakeholders to share the findings 
� The research to culminate into advocacy and campaigning on the emerged 

understanding of how MCD schools can operate efficiently and deliver better quality of 
education   

 
 

Clearly describe the need for your work:  
 
Education has long been given the status of human right, both on national and international 
fronts. The Indian government in its recent 93rd amendment has recognized elementary 
education as a fundamental right. It is under this backdrop, that research will seeks to understand 



the functioning to government run schools in Delhi and find out the different factors leading to its 
poor functioning and then come up with best practices to better operate these schools.  
 
 
 
 

Clearly describe your proposed approach/solution:  
 
The study will first understanding the functioning, the merits and demerits leading to poor 
functioning of most of the MCD run schools and then study other schools, which may be private 
schools or others. Develop best practices and emerge with suggestions how MCD schools can 
perform and delivery quality education   
 
 
 
 

Clearly describe any background work done so far in the location of your work that will help 
towards your work.  
 
Review of secondary literature and other documents will be done in course of the study 
 

What activities will be undertaken for your work? 
 

This is will be done in following stages: 

 

� In-dept study of Government schemes and programs on elementary 

education in MCD schools (Municipal Corporation of Delhi) will be done. 

Under this different budget allocation for these schemes and program will 

be studied. 

 

� A sample of MCD schools, functioning in Delhi, will be chosen. The 

different stakeholders in the functioning of these schools will be 

understood. Detailed understanding of the budget allocation and spending, 

decision making process, recruitment process of teachers and 

administrators, curriculum development and delivery and all other 

intricate processes will be studied.  

 

� Then a sample of successfully run private schools, those catering to 

middle and lower-middle income group will be ascertained. The 

functioning of these schools will be understood. The budget allocation and 

spending process, faculty selection, curriculum delivery and other student 

handling techniques will be studied.  

 

� The comparative results and understanding obtained from both the studies 

will be then shared in various consultations held with Government 

representatives, education department officials, NGOs and civil societies 

working in the field of elementary education.  

 

� The objective of these consultations will be to share an analysis of how 

MCD schools are functioning. 



 

� Then the case studies and best practices of the privately run schools will 

be shared.  

 

� By the end of the consultation process, we aspire to be able to come to a 

common understanding of how MCD schools can be better managed and 

run efficiently.   

 

� This research phase will then culminate into advocacy and campaign 

around the draft proposal for effective delivery of elementary education in 

MCD schools.  

 

 
 

Clearly describe the expected impact of your work:  
 

The main focus of this study is to develop an objective understanding of the functioning 

and education delivery of the MCD schools. On doing that, develop an alternative model, 

incorporating best practices from schools running on an economic budget, yet delivering 

better quality education than the MCD schools. The consultations will help in sharing the 

results and also help in getting greater insights and suggestions from experts working in 

this area. This will lead to formation of a draft proposal for effective delivery of 

elementary education in these schools. Advocacy and campaigns will be for 

implementation and improvement of delivery and quality of primary education in the 

country   
 
 
 

Describe any innovative ideas & approach: 
 
 

� Conducting the research and review of government documents by using Right to 
Information Act. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clearly describe why you will succeed: 
 
The research will be conducted mostly by using RTI and then the result will be shared and 
discussed in consultations with different stakeholders of the education system. Thus the model 
and suggestions developed will not only be theoretically conceptualized but also practically 
supported.  
 

How do you propose to track the impact of your work (data collection, interviews, etc) 
 
Gaining greater understanding and developing an alternative model for better functioning of MCD 
schools can be considered for the project to have gained success.   
 



 
 

What are the intermediate milestones: 
 
 
( The different stages of the study is given above)  
 
 

What learning from this work can be applied elsewhere & where: 
 
The alternative model and suggestions that the study by its completion proposes to generate can 
be used and replicated in other states and for rural schools to ensure that the goal to spreading 
the light of elementary education to all the children of our country is achieved.  
 
 
 

List the current financial resources, including any other grants or fellowships, available for the 
project/work: 
 
Presently we have no source of financial support  
 
 
 
 

List any organizations, including universities, international agencies, NGOs, etc., involved in the 
work: 
 
For conducting the present study, government schools and departments will be contacted for 
information and other details. For conducting the study, we will not be partnering with any 
organization.  
 
 
 

What level of funding are you requesting from Asha for Education (stipend, project funds, etc.). 
Please give details about amount requested per month and duration.  
 
I request for a per month fellowship/stipend of Rs. 15,000 as a means of financial support for the 
proposed study. This amount is requested for the duration of two years.  
 
 
 

 
 

SECTION VIII: Declaration 

 I am 18 years of age or older. 
I am prepared to commit at least 80% of my working time to the proposed work  
I am prepared to commit  to a minimum of 3 years to the proposed project starting ______ 
I am not proposing an academic research project. 
I am not a prior recipient of Asha for Education Fellowship Program funding. 
The proposed project/work is not affiliated with any religious or political organizations. 
The proposed project/work is an independent and autonomous project. 
The idea proposed is my original idea. 
I have attached a resume and other pertinent information to this application. 

I certify that I have answered all questions truthfully. I understand that if I have misrepresented 
myself or my proposed work, Asha for Education may disqualify my eligibility. 



 
 
 
Signature: _____Aheli _______________ 
 
Name: _____Aheli Chowdhury __________________ 
 
Date: __27.01.07______________________ 


