
Report of field visit to Prabananda Boys Hostel at Sahapur, Malda, West 
Bengal, India run by the Bharat Seba Shram Sangha 

Aided By: ASHA for Education ,USA 

Date of visit: 26th & 27th September 2016 

Purpose of visit: To look into the proper functioning of the hostel 

Observation:  

Ø Environment: The entire atmosphere is conducive to education and the ambience is 
calm and quite suitable to run educational activity. 
 

Ø Lodging facility: Very good having a better amenity suitable for students only like an 
ideal “Ashram”. There is good accommodation provided bed for each inmate, good 
quality drinking water, clean sanitary facility and electricity. A good dining room with 
sitting arrangement on floor. 
 

Ø Fooding facility: Keeping an eye to food habit of the inmates the hostel 
administration become liberal to provide both veg. and non-veg. food; however non-
veg. is provided thrice in a week in a separate accommodation even inside the Ashram  
as the main kitchen is meant for veg. food only and good quality  vegetable meal  is 
supplied in the remaining days. Thinking over nutrition for the children the authority 
is rearing three jersey cows so the inmates regularly drink milk. Besides the authority 
now raise a kitchen garden where organic vegetable is being cultivated for supplying 
poison free food components. 
 

Ø Education: Efforts of providing quality education by the authority is laudable. The 
elementary education/Primary education between class I and IV is conducted in the 
Primary section of the Ashram in its own premises while for middle and upper 
level/secondary education the inmates are to go to the nearby schools within 1.5 K.M. 
radius. Special coaching/tuition are being provided at the hostel. Swamiji and Hostel-
in-charge keep a strong vigil for looking the students’ perseverance on education. 
They also keep contact with the teachers to learn progress in education. The students 
receive books and other educational materials right in time. 
 

Ø Game & Sports: The hostel authority is conscious about the physical development of 
the inmates. As such there remain a play ground attached to the hostel compound and 
the boys are playing there regularly. Annual sports and games competition are being 
held in each year to encourage the inmates. Besides sports and games; cultural 
activities are also organized for mental and spiritual development of the children and 
for such events the inmates participate spontaneously.  
 

Ø Beneficiary: Total 53 (2 OBC,  1 Gen and the rest are ST & SC, all are belong to 
BPL families ). Class wise break up is given below: 
 



Class-I: 7, Class-II: 9, Class-III: 3, Class-IV: 2 , Class-V: 2, Class-VI:8, Class-VII: 
11, Class-VIII:2 , Class-IX: 4, Class-X: 4, Class-XI-1  [List attached] 
 

Ø Other facilities: Apart from school dress all inmates receive clothing even winter 
clothing too time to time that to enjoy local festival also. The authority conduct 
regular health check up and look after during ailment and provide medicine.   
 

Ø Success story: I visited the house of a student accompanied by Swamiji .The name of 
the student is Pradip Marandi S/O Prabin Marandi of village Bhadreswarpur, P.O. 
Jagadola in the district of Malda. It is nearly 50 k.m. away from the hostel. Pradip has 
a sibling brother. His father is a migrant labour working in Bangalore, his mother is a 
landless agriculture labour. Pradip is now reading in a Higher Secondary school after 
passing Madhyamik Examination in the year 2016. Parents are illiterate and belong to 
ST community. He is the first person to pass Madhyamik Examination in his hamlet. I 
found his residence is clean which is different from the neighbours’ residents. In 
course of conversession with parents we came to know that Pradip pressed them to 
build a latrine as he does not like to come to his home without latrine. They submit 
beneficiary contribution as required for Pacnchayat. His brother is now admitted to 
the local school. I am overwhelmed at their hospitality. I found a tangible change of 
status and life style after Pradip came in contact with the Ashram life.   
 

Suggestion:  

1. A computer education program may be introduced  
2. An educational as well as exposer visit to place of educational places  
3. National Social Service may be introduced  
4. Expansion service to include more poor SC or ST inmates with the inspiration of 

Pradip Marandi. 

 

Recommendation : It is evident after my visit that the hostel authority is running this hostel 
with more competence. As the Swamiji and his associates are a group of dedicated persons so 
I observe in consultation with the stake holders like local public, Panchayat Pradhan, inmates 
etc. that all are satisfied to the service provided by them is satisfactory. So the fund as granted 
is being utilized properly, hence this hostel may be continued for the development of the 
underprivileged children of the locality.  

 

L. K. Das 

prayasindia.org@hotmail.com/prayasindia.org@gmail.com 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 














