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Earlier this year, I had visited Pranabananda Boy’s hostel several times. Asha-SV has 
been supporting this project for several years and the progress of this project has been 
very encouraging. The students who just a few short years ago could hardly speak the 
Bengali language, are now going to local high schools, performing cultural functions in 
the hostel campus, joining in annual sports, playing drum and overall looking quite 
healthy. 
I	
  went	
  to	
  the	
  hostel	
  by	
  crossing	
  a	
  river,	
  although	
  a	
  bridge	
  now	
  connects	
  the	
  two	
  
sides	
  of	
  Malda	
  town	
  quite	
  easily.	
  Every	
  time	
  I	
  took	
  the	
  trip,	
  I	
  was	
  inspired	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  
energy	
  of	
  the	
  students	
  and	
  the	
  dedication	
  of	
  the	
  teachers	
  and	
  overall	
  liveliness	
  of	
  
the	
  hostel.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



My	
  interactions	
  with	
  the	
  students	
  were	
  very	
  informal.	
  Students	
  seemed	
  to	
  open	
  up	
  
to	
  me	
  with	
  ease.	
  They	
  readily	
  posed	
  for	
  pictures.	
  	
  When	
  I	
  asked	
  them	
  whether	
  they	
  
liked	
  to	
  stay	
  at	
  the	
  hostel	
  rather	
  than	
  going	
  home	
  to	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  farms	
  or	
  some	
  
other	
  jobs,	
  they	
  were	
  unequivocal	
  in	
  their	
  answers	
  that	
  they	
  liked	
  staying	
  in	
  the	
  
hostel.	
  The	
  students	
  were	
  not	
  any	
  different	
  from	
  any	
  other	
  kids	
  of	
  their	
  ages.	
  They	
  
knew	
  Hindi	
  songs	
  (some	
  even	
  sang	
  some	
  for	
  me,	
  although	
  I	
  was	
  a	
  little	
  out-­‐of-­‐touch	
  
with	
  the	
  hit	
  songs),	
  and	
  they	
  all	
  had	
  dreams	
  of	
  becoming	
  engineers,	
  doctors	
  and	
  
teachers.	
  

	
  
	
  



During	
  early	
  January	
  2013,	
  during	
  a	
  very	
  popular	
  religious	
  celebration	
  on	
  campus	
  
(Saraswati	
  Puja),	
  the	
  students	
  performed	
  cultural	
  function.	
  Although	
  the	
  celebration	
  
did	
  not	
  take	
  place	
  during	
  the	
  time	
  I	
  was	
  there,	
  the	
  description	
  and	
  photos	
  were	
  very	
  
encouraging.	
  The	
  women	
  teachers	
  of	
  the	
  on-­‐site	
  primary	
  school	
  trained	
  and	
  even	
  
acted	
  in	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  roles.	
  	
  Once	
  again,	
  following	
  photos	
  emphasize	
  that	
  these	
  
students	
  are	
  getting	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  benefits,	
  albeit	
  in	
  a	
  smaller	
  scale,	
  that	
  our	
  so	
  called	
  
“privileged”	
  class	
  children	
  get.	
  To	
  me,	
  this	
  was	
  encouraging	
  and	
  gratifying.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
At this time the hostel has 65 students, although they have capacity to accommodate over 
100. They just don’t have funds to take any more. About a quarter of the students go to 
local high schools. I have certificates from all the high schools that these students are 
indeed enrolled in those schools.  



 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
I also have mark sheets of many of the 
students. I just included two samples. If 
anyone is interested, I can provide more 
such. Many of the students are doing quite 
well in their studies. In fact, some of the high 
school students ranked among the top few in 
their classes. Measuring their high school 
performances was one of our checklist item 
in the eval document. 
	
  
	
  
	
  



Annual Sports Day, January 30th 2013 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
The school has 5 teachers right now, 
and four of them are pictured in here. 
All of the teachers are extremely 
dedicated and love their students. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
This is one of the meals that I was able 
to participate in. A local resident in his 
deceased mother’s memory hosted this 
particular lunch. 
Although	
  this	
  particular	
  lunch	
  was	
  
more	
  elaborate	
  than	
  typical	
  meals,	
  
the	
  setting	
  is	
  somewhat	
  similar.	
  
Students	
  are	
  supposed	
  to	
  bring	
  in	
  
their	
  own	
  lunch	
  plate	
  and	
  wash	
  
those	
  afterwards.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
This is a copy of the audit report of the 
expenses. In general, they really 
maintain their books very well. 
	
  
	
  
	
  


