Site Visit of Pranabananda Boy’s Hostel
Done between January 31 and February 5t 2013
Manoj Bhattacharyya

Earlier this year, I had visited Pranabananda Boy’s hostel several times. Asha-SV has
been supporting this project for several years and the progress of this project has been
very encouraging. The students who just a few short years ago could hardly speak the
Bengali language, are now going to local high schools, performing cultural functions in
the hostel campus, joining in annual sports, playing drum and overall looking quite
healthy.

I went to the hostel by crossing a river, although a bridge now connects the two
sides of Malda town quite easily. Every time I took the trip, I was inspired to see the
energy of the students and the dedication of the teachers and overall liveliness of
the hostel.




My interactions with the students were very informal. Students seemed to open up
to me with ease. They readily posed for pictures. When I asked them whether they
liked to stay at the hostel rather than going home to work in the farms or some
other jobs, they were unequivocal in their answers that they liked staying in the
hostel. The students were not any different from any other kids of their ages. They
knew Hindi songs (some even sang some for me, although [ was a little out-of-touch
with the hit songs), and they all had dreams of becoming engineers, doctors and
teachers.




During early January 2013, during a very popular religious celebration on campus
(Saraswati Puja), the students performed cultural function. Although the celebration
did not take place during the time [ was there, the description and photos were very
encouraging. The women teachers of the on-site primary school trained and even
acted in some of the roles. Once again, following photos emphasize that these
students are getting some of the benefits, albeit in a smaller scale, that our so called
“privileged” class children get. To me, this was encouraging and gratifying.




Cl -1l

SL.NO | Student's Name | Guardian's | Guardian's | Community | Category
Name Occupation )
1 |NaniSarkar  [GoneshSorkar | laborer | sC_ | @
BHARAT SEVASHRAM SANGHA 2 | Koushik Paramanik | Dulal Ch. Barbar 0BC BPL
SAHAPUR, MALDA = = :""‘:’:‘“ i = S
Shyam Kr Hembram | Fuga Hembram borer
T — R T L
'-‘i'(%:&'ﬁ::‘;‘fg‘o':ss "4 |DebanandaTudu | BimalTudu | Agrilaborer | ST 8oL
5__|ManashSarkar | Madan Sarkar | Agri Laborer sC BPL
6 Lakhiram Soren Sabash Soren | Agri Lab ST BPL
7__|ShyamalSoren | Sujit Lal Soren | Agri Laborer ST __BPL
8 [HabilKisku | NarenKisku | Agrilaborer | ST 8P
9 Nirmal Tudu Budhu Tudu Carp i ST BPL
10 Srijal Hembram Hari Hembram _{wubom ST BPL
11 | Soumen Kisku Mangal Kisku | Agri Laborer | ST BPL
12 | Sourav Soren Dinesh Soren | AgriLaborer | ST BPL |
.13 | Chandra Nath Das | Bhola Nath Das | Agri Laborer _sc BPL |
14 | DebnathTudu | BimalTudu | Agrilaborer | ST |  eeL
e r
— 1 SLNO 'Student's Name | Guardian's | Guardian's Community | Category
L SR - { |Nam |0«npauon
S F e ol
T | 1 |PradipBarman ' Ashok Barman Laborer = SC e !
sC (L8 _2 | Kal Charan Mardi | Lt. Vlhyerdl AgriLaborer ST B
— 3 [RathindraNath | Suresh Mandal | Agri Laborer | sC BRL
Il o Mondal ‘ o
LA S 4 | Kalyan Roy ]lumaaoy Laborer l SC_ 8P|
5 [ Julius Tudu | Debilal Tudu | Agrilaborer | sr - BAL
6 Anup Sarkar Kartic Sorkar Amubovu BPL
__ 7 |Parmainas Soren | Sakla Soren ﬁ] L
_8 | Pranab Rajohar N'emv Rajbhar ubomv Gon L L
I 9 Parimal Hembram | Suniram “Laborer ST B8R
L | | Hembram ]
/ 10 | Sarkar Hembeam | Wam Membeam | Agrilaborer ST g
t 1 'Ooudqmrm «!ntuo- [ agri Laborer | g_:_ﬁ—
12| Sujey Paul | Samae Cagnubere | s 1w
CLASS Vit [ 713" Trrasip Hamsdta m—m lmuum st
T T R [ P T T Hansda
i il el e S i e e
T L] S S O (T T — -
T _‘E___M__QMJMu_u_!-_"_s‘l S 16 | Subhagt Mahato | Raghe Madato Domentec st BPL
L2 Manzal | Matul Mandal | Agri Laborer | SC o . laborer - o
: ] rcehn-iom | iackar Sores T—c'n._m_o‘_"s‘v —_[' [T 17 Swapan Tud _LW""._"\!' ST e
[ Tonde N —— —]
[_d'ﬂ_!:_:jl:t_w@d—!_mmw!"‘”% T
6 Agilatorer ] ST 1 ee
CQIASS-V
[n.ﬁ‘mum—. Guardian's |G s [ Community | Category
Name Occupation ] 1
O e v L7 T
CLASS-VI
[SENO | Stodent's Name | Guardian's | Guardian's  Comm | Category |
Name lm [
[ | e use Fags Tudu _ (T
| 2 Torites Maes Lakshindar Apriaorer | ST "
Mardi
1 llsydevMurme | Same Murmu_ | Agri laborer ST l W
|4 ol i _ BT R L
et e LI S — -
6 KrsmaRagansi | Jibes | Agrilaborer | SC_
A T~ P17

At this time the hostel has 65 students, although they have capacity to accommodate over
100. They just don’t have funds to take any more. About a quarter of the students go to
local high schools. I have certificates from all the high schools that these students are
indeed enrolled in those schools.
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The school has 5 teachers right now,
and four of them are pictured in here.
All of the teachers are extremely
dedicated and love their students.
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; b This is one of the meals that I was able
' to participate in. A local resident in his
deceased mother’s memory hosted this
particular lunch.

Although this particular lunch was
more elaborate than typical meals,

. the setting is somewhat similar.
Students are supposed to bring in
their own lunch plate and wash
those afterwards.

SANAPUR, MALDMA, W.0., INDIA
PRANABANANDA BOYS HOSTEL A/C (For 60 Boys)
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