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On July 4, 2008 I visited the Narendrapur Ramakrishna Mission to find out more about 

their book bank project. I had called the Mission to inform them that I would be coming. 

I spent about two hours at the Mission and met several people who worked there, 

including Tushar Maharaj. 

 

The Narendrapur Ramkrishna Mission has a beautiful and beautifully maintained 

campus. The book bank is located within this campus in a sizable set of rooms, which 

house all the books that are distributed, as well as other materials such as geometry sets 

and notebooks. These materials were well kept and neatly stored. 

 

I was unfortunately unable to speak with students who have received book loans from the 

book bank during my short visit. But from the short time I spent there it seemed to me 

that the book bank was run along efficient and practical principles. Waste is minimized - 

any books given to students are on loan so that they can be reused the next year. 

Something that I liked about the scholarships is that while financial need is the first and 

necessary criteria to receive one, they are also merit-based, in that within a pool of needy 

students, students with better grades have a better chance of receiving scholarships. The 

application process for the scholarship is detailed and rigorous, perhaps even a little too 

much, in that it could hinder some people from applying if they are unable to obtain the 

necessary paperwork, such as certified copies of their school grades etc. 

 

The Book Bank serve around 40 schools in the local area, and last year served 600 

students. Given these numbers, from my short impression the program seemed well run. 

It would be great to be able to expand the number of students who receive books. The 

book bank, through its lending especially helps girls and young women stay in school. 

Finally, the book bank aids applicants of all communities and religions which is very 

important. From my short visit I was impressed with the project, I enjoyed meeting the 

officials involved with running it, and look forward to learning more about it and meeting 

with students who have been served by the book bank. 


