Zurich, October 2nd, 2007


DHULE PROJECT DISCUSSION MEETING

Prepared by Ashwini Gillen

QUICK FACTS of  Shirpur Vishwamandal Sevashram (VSM)

Location: Satpuda foothills of Shirpur Taluka, near Nasik, Maharashtra

What :  Funding primary education of adivasi children, of Pawara Tribes, which is a part of  an economic development project (organic farming, financing, health awareness etc.)

Project Start Date and duration:  Jan 2005, 2 years of funding

Funds disbursed to date:  INR 6, 11, 782 (approx CHF 17,922)

· First year – Jan 2005 to Dec 2005 = INR 3,09,276

· First installment received by VSM on Mar 2005 INR 1,56,832

· Second installment received by VSM on Jan 2006 is INR 1,52,444

· Second year – June 2006 to May 2007 = INR 3,02,506

· Third installment received by VSM on Aug 06 is  INR 1, 55, 044

· Fourth installment received by VSM on Mar 07 is INR 1, 47, 462

Status: Annual report for 2006-7 received in June 07. Need to determine future funding

Additional: Project is expanding to a new location in Nandurbar, we have been asked to help it get funding from Asha SV

Summary of last year:

Summary of Annual Report by Father Godfrey

1. 411 children have been educated in 24 schools

2. Learning material developed here is being used in 4 other learning centers

3. Other areas are looking at this project as a reference model

4. Eco development activities like tree-planting, vet help and flood-relief have been conducted

5. New Resource Center for teacher training and teaching-learning material dev  set up in Nandurbar – funding required

6. Father G has moved to Nandurbar leaving Father Augustine (new) in charge

Site visit of Shirpur and Nandurbar by Navin Kashyap of Asha – Canada in July 07 – Favorable Report

Reminder of the aim of the project

To support (as stated in September 2004) - 

· Project for three years

· Education of first generation learners in community completely unfamiliar with such activity

· Educate children within the context of the VSM’s  economic development project

· Educate children with relevant knowledge such as conservation, health, agriculture

· Preservation of Pawara tribal knowledge and culture

Questions before us:

1. Do we continue to fund this project and for how long?  Note: project will never reach self-sufficiency. 

2. Should we increase funding? Initial amount asked was for INR 5L  (we are funding 60%)

3. Should we help Nandurbar (Resource Center) get funding from Asha-SV-USA? If yes, we will need to have a Project Approval Meeting and send its minutes + site visit report into Asha-SV.
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