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My name is Rushil Khadilkar, and I am in the process of becoming the project steward for the 

Parner project upon the transfer of leadership from Sahana Mangipudi. On July 12th, 2021, 

Sahana and I did a virtual site visit with Dr. Ramesh Awasthi (Managing Trustee and Co-

Convenor of MASUM or Asha’s Project Partner) in which we saw and discussed the status of the 

pre-schools and support classes. The virtual site visit took place on Zoom with Sahana and I 

staying in Minnesota due to COVID travel restrictions that were imposed. 

 

Numerical data on children who went to 1st grade (into government school) upon completing 6 

years of age and new children that have been admitted into preschools (April 2021 – June 2021) 

 

Work that was done (improvements and continuities) 

The pre-schools, support classes, and educational opportunities were partially reinstated. Even 

though COVID impacted teachers and students (including their families), teachers made efforts 

to keep in touch with them (educational and health conditions). Teachers and the schools also 

tried to spread awareness about Covid-19. Support classes and pre-schools have been running 

regularly since July 1, 2021, with more new admissions and new creative strategies from 

teachers to engage with students and parents.   



           

Students learning in groups as classes are fully reopened (after July 1st – September) 

Challenges faced due to the COVID situation 

Despite the second wave of COVID that affected countless individuals in India, upon 

reevaluation in late June/early July, balwadi and support classes were reopened (hamlets were 

previously all totally closed between April and May and again between June and July). There 

were many challenges however mainly due to COVID constraints. These included teachers not 

being able to regularly visit student homes, many students above 7th class being employed as 

daily wage workers (to help feed and earn money for family) which resulted in less attendance 

in class, and Godasedara pre-school was open for a short amount of time in July due to a 

teacher and her family testing positive for COVID. 
 

My Recommendations and Thoughts 

The virtual site visit with Dr. Awasthi and the accompaniment of Sahana Mangipudi, who had 

visited the site in-person in December 2019, was both informational and interesting. I believe 

that the MASUM and the schools are doing a very good job with facing adversity (COVID and 

other continuous issues) while maintaining opportunities for tribal children to learn and grow. 

Asha for Education could look into ways to provide additional resources through possibly more 

funding, for example through more books and slates that can be used by students to enhance 

their learning. As the struggles faced by COVID begin to wane down, more transportation 

opportunities for the Parner site could also be further established for the benefit of the 

teachers, students, and their families. 


