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April 3, 2013
Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti – Migration Labour Project (MLP)

Dear All,

I visited Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti - Migration Labour Project (MLP) schools yesterday.. I will try to send a site visit report soon, however I would request the chapter to start the disbursal process. 

Some observations:

- The centers running at brick kiln locations are really making an impact in the lives of the children, who otherwise be loitering in the streets or elsewhere whole day
- Some elder kids still help there parents at brick kilns, but come to centers afterwards
- There is no other plan or alternative source to support these activities
- Mala foundation from Belgium has been supporting some activities including building a hostel for about 100 students.
- Children at all centers looked very enthusiastic in learning, reciting poems, performing acts etc. They were not shy and very forthcoming in introducing themselves.
- Teacher retention is a chronic problem. Some teachers have been associated for 15 years, other leave in 2-3 years.
- Teachers get training from Eklavya Institute from time to time.
- Brick kilns owners do not support these centers.
- Currently MLP projects are running on JBVS funds, which also runs Vivekanand Schools in Lodhar and other villages.
- There is no provision for creche at the brick kilns.. though according to govt rules, brick kiln owners should provide for creche at the site. When Vijaya didi (project coordinator) contacted the labour comissioner, their response was that they can only request brick kiln owners and not force them.

I hope this covers the basic. I will write a little more detailed report soon and send it along with some pictures.

Anshu
