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 Apna Skool Newsletter 

October  – December 2020 

Greetings from the Apna Skool family. Once again, we are presenting our quarterly newsletter 

chronicling the events of the Apna Skool from October 2020 to December 2020. It is a pleasure for us 

to express our heartfelt gratitude to all well-wishers, donors, all the sponsors in the past and present, 

and partners in our effort to educate children of migrant workers under MLP (Migrant Labour 

Program), who represent one of the most severely underprivileged groups in India.  

The year 2020, the year of Covid-19 changed everything for all of us, works severely 

affected; especially work for the migrants is the most affected section in the society. As the 

Apna Skool session is from October to June, this year our curriculum was affected 

completely because our resources do not allow us to go digital (Online Teaching), we have 

provided a few tablets and smartphones to students who are preparing for class 10th  and 

12th board exam. All the migrant workers have returned to the brick-kilns in November and 

we started Apna Skool's new session partially under Covid-19 guidelines at brick-kilns in 

small groups. 

We again reiterate that apart from the abundant love and monetary support, we look forward 

to your comments and suggestions. Please feel free to send your comments, particularly 

when you feel that we may be erring. 
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October 2020:  

Celebration of birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur 

Shashtri:    

We have celebrated the birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi at all centers. On this day, we organized a 

cleanliness drive, health awareness, importance of 

education at the brick-kilns. Children and their parents 

participated in the cleanliness drive in their villages. 

Students made a painting of Mahatma Gandhi and Lal 

Bahadur Shashtri and paper bags, on this occasion 

students planted, mango trees, Jamun trees. 

Apna Skool teacher Pradeep Kumar went to Hanuman 

Garhi and Mathgulni (Nawada district Bihar), and 

organized a meeting with workers and discussed the 

workers’ rights, and celebrated the birth anniversary 

with workers and children of the village.  

 

 

Apna Skool new center at Dhanjay brick-

kilns Bhognipur Center :  

A new Apna Skool center has been started at Dhanjay brick-kilns; a remote area of Bhognipur, there 

is no primary school nearby. Last year, these students were at Loha brick-kilns ( Maharajpur) but this 

year the contractor sent them to Bhognipur, So, We sent one of our teachers (Hardas Srivastav) there, 

for the continuation of education of the students. Currently, we have 40 students of classes 1, 2, and 

3 at the center
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Relief work to affected workers art brick-kilns. 
When workers return to the brick-kilns, settling down and 

making mud house takes one week during this time they 

don’t have any work, at few brick-kilns workers are facing 

financial problems, so Apna Skool provided the relief work 

and distributed food materials at Rama, Deepak, and Modi 

brick-kilns in Maharajpur center and total 49 brick-kilns 

workers have received the food materials. 

 

Stitching and Mask Making training at Apna Skool Center. 

Apna Skool at these centers; Kalra-3 center, Murari center (Tikra), Maharajpur center, and at Apna 
Kendra have been providing stitching class weekly, where dres' cutting, stitching are being taught with 
Apna Skool teacher and volunteers. Students have learned to make a mask at the center-made mask 
for self-use.
 

Mobile Library at Apna Skool Centers. 

Apna Skool Mobile library bag contains a set of 50 or 100 different storybooks, and for different 

age groups according to the requirements at centers. We rotate the mobile library of each center 

to another center in Kanpur centers because the entire book can be used at the optimum level. 

One such library is running in Bihar and managed by one of Apna Skool students Gulabi  Devi 

 

No of the 

Workers 

family 

Rice 

(Kg) 

Pulses(Kg) Oil 

(L) 

49 10 2 1 
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Visitors of the Month (17 October 2020)

Dalsangar Ji (Bandhua Mukti Morcha U.P.) 

Interacted with students, asked about the study, and 

told about child slavery, and narrated a real-life 

incident of child slavery, how he and his team freed 

several slaved child and through this incident, he 

discussed the importance of education in stopping 

slavery.  

 

 

 

November 2020 

Distribution of Uniform, Stationery, Sweater, Scarf, Shoes, 

and Shocks at All Apna Center.  
As the new session of Apna Skool has started in the last week of October under the measures of Covid-

19 guidelines and so, it is the time of Uniform, winter clothes, and stationary distribution in all centers 

of Apna Skool. It is winter time now so sweater-scarfs/caps, Shoes were also distributed to kids. We 

also distributed stationery material to kids like slates, 

pencils, and rubber, etc. This is the right time for the 

distribution of such material among kids because all the 

workers with their families return to the brick kilns and 

Apna Skool reopens. 

This year we have distributed masks and hand sanitizer 

to protect from infections. 
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Children’s Day Celebration (November 14) 

Every year we celebrate 14 November as children’s day at all the Apna Skool centers. Teachers 

narrated the biography of Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru and his contribution to the nation. This year 

Deewali and Children’s was on the same day. We celebrated both on this day.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Apna Skool Tatiyaganj Reopens with restriction. 

Tatiyaganj center reopens after Covid-19 lockdown for the student of classes 8, 9, 10, and 12. This 

year Apna Skool students will write class 10th and class 12th board exams. 

Activities at Apna Skool Tatiyaganj center 
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Sweater Distribution to brick-kilns children (non-students): 

This month we distributed sweaters to young children of brick-kilns Apna Skool associated brick-

kilns. 

The children, as well as the parents, were very happy to receive the sweater. 
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December 2020 

A celebration of the 110th Birth Anniversary of Shri R. 

Venkataraman (December 04)    

                                                                       
4th December 2020, the 110th birth anniversary of late Shri R. Venkataraman Ji was celebrated. In the 

prayer meeting, teachers talked about his work and his contribution towards workers. Flowers were 

offered and candles and incense were lit. Special lunch and sweats were arranged for all the students’ 

teachers at all the centers of Apna Skool. 

 

Christmas Day Celebration (December 25)  

 
Students were told the importance of the day that the Christian prophet Jesus is believed born on 
this day. Students and teachers together decorated the Christmas tree with balloons, toffies, balls, 
flowers, candles, etc. kids were thrilled as they danced, they sang poems, songs, etc. in the end, 
chocolates and toffies were distributed to the kids.  
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Success Story 
An inspiring journey of Hansraj; a Carts of Bricks puller at brick-kilns to a Shift Incharge at 

Amazon India. 

He is from the village of Pratabhgarh U.P. He was working with his 

parents since the age of 6. He used to pull the carts of bricks from using 

a horse. He has faced the hardship of Working for 10 to 12 hours a day 

since his childhood. In 2003, he came Apna Skool center at Kalra brick-

kilns. He found about the Apna Skool center and other brick-kilns 

children studying there and getting food during lunchtime. Initially, due 

to the temptation of food, he uses to come to Apna Skool irregularly but 

due to several interactions with the teachers, he then becomes regular 

students. In 2006, Vijaya Didi and Mahesh bhaiya asked him to stay in 

the hostel for further study, he was ready but his parents opposed this 

but after several discussions with his parents, they agreed. His life started shaping in 2006. He 

completed his 10th from Rama Krishana Mission Higher Secondary School Kanpur and 12th from 

Maharana Pratap Inter college while staying at Apna Ghar ( A hostel program for brick-kilns students). 

After this, he started preparing for the Polytechnic examination at Apna Kendra with the help of IIT 

Kanpur students and got selected in U.P. Polytechnic and got admission in Rajkiya Polytechnic college 

Saravasti, Gorakhpur U.P. in Diploma in Computer science and Engineering and scored 70 %. He has 

joined Amazon India in Indore and is working as a Shift In-charge. 

 

Functioning Centers of Apna Skool (October 2020- December 2020) 

 
S.N Name of Centre State Name of Teacher 

Student enrollment 

Oct Nov Dec 

1 Rama Apna Skool(Rama+Vishnu) 

U
TT

A
R

  P
R

A
D

ES
H

 

(1) Sudha 25 25 26 

2 Samrat Apna Skool 
(1) Raksha (Oct. Nov. )  Pradeep 

(Dec. .. ,,) 
11 20 31 

3 Kalra -2 Apna Skool  (2) Raksha   (Dec. to….)     21 

4 
Tatiyaganj -1Apna Skool (1) Arvind 16 27 27 

Tatiyaganj -2 Apna Skool Urmila   16 16 

5 Manpur Apna Skool (1) Laxmikant Shukla (3 Days) 11 11 14 

6 Kalra -3 Apna Skool (1) Nirmala 23 23 23 

7 Indra-1 Apna Skool(Indra-1 +R.S) (1) Ananthjeet/Sachi 25 29 28 

8 Rama-Deepak Apna Skool (1) Mithlesh (2) Shyambabu 36 53 55 

9 Murari Apna Skool (1) Manju Bala (2) Nazma  24 35 32 

10 Chiraiya Apna Skool(Loha B.K) BIHAR (1) Pradeep  30 30   

11 Dhanjay Brick-kilns (Bhognipur) Kanpur (1) Hardas Srivastav 0 30 39 

  Students Studying in other Schools who are supported by Apna Skool 60  60 60  

Total Number of Students 261 299 312 



 

 Apna Skool Newsletter Oct- Dec 2020  9 
 

Apna Skool Nutrition Program  

A hot mid-day meal for all children at all Apna Skool centers started in November month. Now that 

we have our premises, we will attempt to prepare hot meals centrally and deliver them to all 

neighboring centers. Total we have preparing hot at 4 different centers and delivering at all Apna 

Skool teaching centers. We want to use eco-friendly processes, such as Solar cooking, if feasible. 
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Kids Activities in Apna Skool: 

Apna Skool curriculum has extracurricular activities a day a week, which includes Bal Sabha, 

paintings, games, plays, storytelling, etc. I have included some attractive work of Apna Skool 

students 
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Support Our Work at 
Account Name Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti 

Account Number 537202010003642 (For Indian Donations) 

We will Update soon (For foreign Donations) 

PAN Card Number AACTJ0902C 

Bank Name Union Bank of India, IIT Kanpur 

Branch Bank Code 553727 

Bank IFSC Code UBIN0553727 

 

Funding Sources: 
ASHA for Education, Silicon Valley Vibha foundation 

Association for India's Development (AID), Portland Mala Foundation, Belgium 

R.V. foundation Pragati Foundation 

Triveni Trust, Prayagraj - Allahabad  

Owners of a few brick kilns, Kanpur: (in-kind) Many individual donors 

 

Apna Skool Organizational Structure 
 

Project Coordinator 
Vijaya Ramachandran Email: 

vijayav26@gmail.com Mob: 07408900999 
Shivam Tripathi Email: shiva@iitk.ac.in Mob: 

09005663618 

Sub Coordinators: Laxmikant Shukla and B.N. Sharma 
Administrative coordinator Raju Gaur 

Media and Office coordinator Sangeeta Verma 
General Coordinator and Academic 

coordinator 
Murari Kumar  

Transport and Accounts Coordinator Manoj Shukla 
Transport Assistant Kripa Shankar Shukla 

Health Mentor: Sunita Srivastava 
No of the teachers currently employed 22 

Teacher-Student Ratio 01:25 
 

Volunteers 
 Prayas, a volunteer group, Students of  IIT Kanpur 

Important Links: 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJhOEa4moNAA short film on Apna Skools ( courtesy Sahara TV) 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCIEgMqdsX0 Annual Day function and opinion of parents 

 Webpage; https://sites.google.com/site/apnaskools/ 

 Blog: http://apnaskool-kanpur.blogspot.com/ 

 Facebook page; https://www.facebook.com/apnaskool 

 

Newsletter compiled by 

Murari Kumar, Sangeeta Verma, and the Apna Skool Team. 

 


