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Visit to Madurai seed on Children's day 14-11-2017 

It was quite a long break from our regular visits to MS (Madurai seed 

abbreviated). We wanted to start visiting MS once again and there can be no 

better day than "Children's day" to begin again. We felt rejuvenated to meet the 

kids and volunteers after a very long time. The celebration was short and sweet 

since children had their monthly exams. They rendered a few Tamil children 

songs with Karthik himself leading the choir. A few songs were action packed 

too. Everyone in the hall turned into kids and thereafter it was just fun. Cakes 

and chocolates were distributed to all the kids and volunteers. 

 

Visit to MS on 16-11-2017(as requested by Dr.Melli , Asha for Education) 

This day, we visited again to assess and understand the activities that 

happened in the last one year. Viji was happy to join the Vandugal arangam 

(being her favorite) as I sat down with Karthik and Arun for discussions.

  

 

Arun briefed me for half an hour about all the activities that happened in the last 

one year. I was shown a slide show of all the activities and many of them were 

very impressive. Then I was taken around all the four Arangams. Vandugal 

Arangam was budding with fun and frolic (as always) whereas the rest of the 

Arangams were seriously learning.  



I spent a few minutes watching the classes and interacted with the  volunteers.

 

 At this point, I need to mention something I felt proud and elated about. Almost 

all the volunteers we met this day were kids themselves in our classes a few 

years back. I was amazed with their confidence in performing as teachers. 

Suggested them to think about how they can take up teaching to next level 

especially in identifying students with learning disabilities. Volunteers in 

Vandugal Arangam mentioned about using the 'Tulika books' and this should 

definitely make Ms.Melli very happy. 

As I understand from Karthik/Arun, the enrolment statistics in MS this academic 

year goes like this- 

  Classes Boys Girls Volunteers 
Madurai seed centre 1st to 12th 85 80 16 
Sevalayam hostel 6th,7th&9th 81   4 
Nandanar hostel 1st to 5th 68 39 4 

Total 24 
  

There are 2 sessions for Vandugal arangam and 3 sessions for the rest of the 

boys and girls (it was the same when we taught too). Ela teaches English 

exclusively for the volunteers in the 3rd hour. This is a good effort by Ela. Viji 

and I did this earlier, as enhancing the language/communication skills of the 

volunteers would in turn have a better impact/effect on the kids. 



I was glad to know that 9 volunteers(out of 24) are females and this is a step 

forward for MS towards women's empowerment. 

 

 

Since last year, MS has been supporting Sevalayam Hostel, a hostel that 

houses  boys studying in nearby corporation high schools. This year too, MS is 

continuing this wonderful service and has assigned 4 volunteers to teach the 

boys, 2 hours in the evening. I was very glad to learn that MS has added 

another hostel to its list of rendering support starting this year. Nandanar Hostel 

situated  near Karumbalai is a home for boys and girls studying from 1st 

standard to fifth standard. 4 volunteers have been designated to teach the kids 

in the evening for 2 hours as done in Sevalayam hostel. Viji and I propose to 

visit these hostels and see how we can help them too.  

Coming back to the activities that happened in the last one year, I quote the 

ones that caught my attention in no chronological order. 

• Vasantham Summer Camp- Eminent personalities like Mr.Kathir from 

Evidence Human rights Organisation and Mr.Nanmaaran, Ex-MLA have 

been invited to talk about great leaders. It should have been a unique 

interaction for the kids with such personalities.  

• The state president of the 'Domestic Workers Association' had addressed 

the parents of Karumbalai. This is an eye-opener as many  woman folks in 

Karumbalai work as servant maids. Karthik informed me that he is 

involved in setting up a dedicated chapter for this association in 

Karumbalai area. 



• Dusheraa (10days event) was adorned by 10 wonderful female chief 

guests from different fields, one each day. They had shared their own life 

experiences and I am sure this would have inspired the children especially 

the girl students. 

• MS's  'Thedalgal Resource Centre for Young People' has been fabricated 

in the 1st floor of Kaleidoscope, a centre for alternative arts, culture and 

education run by Prof.Prabhakar. (Karthik's teacher at American college) - 

thanks to Mr.Keith Rossborough for his cloud-funding efforts from 

Switzerland. Viji and I missed the inauguration event but attended the 

Young scientist interaction session with Dr.Gowtham from Yale University. 

Kudos to MS and Kaleidoscope team-the centre looks awesome and 

perfectly apt for arts and culture shows. In another activity here, about 60 

students from different colleges in Madurai (and also from MS) had 

attended a guest lecture by Mr.Rajagopal of Ekta Parishad.  

• Karthik had increased association with CESCI  this year. MS young 

people have played an active role in participating/organising  children 

camps in 6 different villages near CESCI during last summer.  Recently, 

Karthik has organised an exclusive village festival focussing on traditional 

food, games, culture and art. Local media and newspaper have covered 

these camps and festival and it is another feather in the cap for Karthik's 

leadership/organising skills. 

• Career guidance- Karthik has presided over this meeting. I enquired with 

Karthik if MS can take some professional help for career guidance next 

year as it may have a larger scope for the students to understand 

prospective career opportunities and plan/get inspired.  

• Parents-Youth meeting- A novel debate activity introduced by Karthik and 

his team this year where-in the youth and parents had an open direct 

interaction. This forum would help the students to convey/share their 

aspirations/difficulties with their parents which they would have otherwise 

found it difficult to express. This needs to be an annual event starting from 

now. 

• Madurai book exhibition had a different story this year. I read in 

newspaper about the books releasing event for books authored by 

children. The event was organised by children and the guests of honour to 

receive the books were children themselves. I was happy to learn from 

Arun and Karthik that MS kids took part and played a major role in this 

event. I hope this continues in the years to come. 

Other activities worth mentioning are 



• MS participated in the meetings of Mr.Rajendra Singh, popularly known as 

"waterman of India" and winner of Stockholm water prize. Water 

conservation is the need of the hour. I am sure participating in such great 

activists would kindle the interest in our kids in protecting our 

environment.  

• Food festival, an annual event. This year the concept was 'food for rainy 

season'. 

• Thenkoodu, an innovative savings program that has always fascinated 

me. What a way to inculcate a savings habit in the young minds. This year 

children have saved Rs.24080 and MS had contributed Rs.4696 as 

interest(close to 20% returns) . The savings has been returned to the kids 

along with the appropriate interest. 

• Visit to Cuckoo Forest School by MS team (The place looks quite mystical 

in the photos posted in Karthik's FB pages).  

• Scholarship distribution to 94 students and volunteers. 

And there ends my report. This day when I visited the centre, Karthik was with a 

big smile and bright face.  He informed me that MS has received Asha's 

sanction for the funds that morning. What a nice coincidence one can ask for. 

Wishing MS a great journey in the years to come. 

 


