
Site visit by Melli Annamalai, Asha-Boston 

Date: August 18 & 21, 2019 
  

Arun and Vicky (Vigneswaran) and Anand had visited REWARD Trust a month and a half earlier, and they 

were very enthusiastic about the work there.  I was happy to see them energized by this.   Their visit 

report is here. 

Vicky and Anand have joined a local IT company as graphics design workers.  This was enabled by a 

course they took (run by a private company).   Their starting pay is Rs. 10K/month, not a big amount, but 

they are happy to be employed and employed in a field they like.   Vicky’s family situation was very 

difficult and the financial hardship was great.   His father was an alcoholic and his mother somehow 

made ends meet working as domestic help.  Under Seed’s guidance he has blossomed into a responsible 

young man who can now help take care of his family doing work he enjoys.  The stipend supported by 

Asha Boston (to help volunteers teaching at the centers) made a big difference in helping Vicky achieve 

his goals. 

In Vicky’s words (condensed version from the annual report): “I came to Seed when I was 10 years old.  

With the exposure I got from Seed, I became very much interested in studying visual communication in 

college.  But I couldn’t afford it.  Seed gave me opportunities to take photos and videos at the 

organization’s events.   I liked capturing photos of people and their emotions.  Seed, with the big support 

of Ms. Andrea Wilson and FMS sponsored me to pursue Graphic designing and video editing course.  I am 

now qualified to work as video editor/graphic designer.  I would like to extend my thanks to the 

sponsorship program of Seed which helps many young people to study and fulfil their dreams of what 

they wish to me.” 

 

Vicky 

https://ashadocserver.s3.amazonaws.com/590_SeedVisittoREWARDINENGLISH.pdf


 

I also met with a couple of other volunteers who came from difficult family situations but the nurturing 

family-like environment of SEED Narpanigal has helped them get past that.  Surya was given the 

responsibility of working with the small savings account of students, and he has become such a sincere 

coordinator.  He has moved from being about to be arrested by the police for a fight to being a 

responsible young man in the community.   Mukesh Kumar has become a student leader. 

 

 

Surya 

 

We also had our usual Kaleidoscope meeting with a book reading by my mother on her upcoming book. 



 

Youth women volunteers telling my mother that they are inspired by her, that she continues to learn 

about various issues and write as even as she gets old 

 

 

The center Asha Boston helped them lease is functional now.  It was inaugurated during my visit. 

 



 



 

Older students’ class 



 

Class for the youngest students 



 

Anouk, volunteer from France, teaching English along with one of the youth volunteers 



 

Area in the newly leased space.  Sometimes multiple classes use this space. 


