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This was a virtual site visit due to COVID-19. 
Asha volunteers Madan Appiah, SreeGeetha Dhantapantula, and Kriti also dialed in for this 
zoom session. 
 
I started the zoom session at 8:00 am IST on June 12 ’21, Saturday. Mariamma Teacher, the 
kitchen helper, and the children were at the school with masks. After quick chitchat with the 
teacher about her health, we moved on to the tour of the Balwadi. 12 boys and 20 girls, ranging 
from 6 months to 6 years of age attend the school this year. During the lockdown, the nearby 
Government schools are closed so few older kids also were at the Balwadi. 
 
The classroom has a big blackboard on the wall, a fan, and posters of alphabets, numbers, 
animals, birds, etc. However, there was only one mat for the kids. The floor and the walls have 
few cracks. 
 
The teacher showed the wooden puzzle sets that she uses to teach. Kids were practicing writing 
alphabets and numbers on their slates and blackboard. Three kids recited songs and alphabets 
in Tamil. They also showed the clay figurines they had created. A graduate from this Balwadi 
and currently is a 5th grader in the Government Elementary school has drawn few posters like 
human heart etc. They looked very good, and the teacher also has proudly displayed them on 
the wall. 
 
Next, the kitchen helper showed the kitchen area. She cooks porridge, rice, and 
vegetables/greens every day. Children get dates and porridge for breakfast in the morning, rice 
and vegetables like carrot/beetroot/greens for lunch. Additionally, they are served an egg on 
Wednesdays. Due to an unfortunate incident in the village, they didn’t cook on that day. 
 
Mariamma Teacher explained the difficult situation the families are in due to COVID lockdown. 
They are all daily wage laborers, and the lack of jobs and income has made it very difficult for 
the villagers to have a decent single meal every day. I told her that help is on the way. We 
wished them all good health and closed the zoom call at 8:30 am IST. 
  



 

  

  

 
 


