ASV team’s responses to questions put forward by the Asha team during the initial stages of project approval:

1. Where exactly is the nearest government school?  Is untouchability and social stigma the deterrent for children to go there, or just distance?

The distance of government school is about 1.5 kms, small kids can not go there. Untouchabilty is a point but unawareness is the major thing.

2. Is anything being done to increase their awareness of the government facilities potentially available to them?

Yes, we are doing this by telling them about their rights and about government schemes for their upliftment. We are making pressure on government authorities but it will take more time to get some result. 


3.  This school is for children in the age range of 3 – 14 years.  Do the children go to upper school after that, and if so, where?  What has been the long term success of this project?

We have started this school last year, this is our 1st batch, and we are trying to enroll our students in government schools as they can get facilities provided by the government like scholarship, midday meal and free books. Our target is to create interest in education.

4. What is the play and learn method that was learnt in Asha Ashram, Lalpur and is now being used in ASV, Gonwara? 

We tried some method like teaching number and letters with help of song. But it was not very successful, because children are small. It will take a few years. First thing is to introduce education in their habit. We will continue our effort. 

5. What sorts of subjects do the students take at this school?

Hindi and Mathematics. 

6. The estimated budget indicated two teachers are employed? Are they qualified and how do only two teachers manage 52 children?

Currently only Manoj is teaching. He was teaching at Asha Ashram, Lalpur for 2 years. Some youth are giving time as volunteers, but without any honorarium they are not stable. Two teachers including Manoj can manage the students.  
7. How receptive are the villagers to this help?  Is it affecting just the youth of the community or having a wide reaching impact throughout?

Gonvara is a Tola (hamlet) of Mushar and Chamar community. It is located about 1.5 km from the main village called Mahe. Total population of this tola is  about 300, they are not in the main stream of the village since the beginning.  No one is literate in the last generation. Now they are happy that their children are getting education in their own place. It will take more time to build their confidence in us. They will support us as they can. 

8. Is the crisis mentioned at the end of the project proposal just a financial crisis or are there other problems?

Financial crisis is the main thing, other problem are untouchabilty, unemployment, exploitation. Their main occupation is labor at brick kilns, piggery and Pattal making. Low income is a big problem. 


