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Project Information Questionnaire 

 

	Project Name: Braille literacy project 
	
	Date:  Oct. 2005


	
	Project Contact Information
	Asha Contact 

	Name
	
	

	Contact
	 Mr. Anil Patel 
	Prof. Vileen Shah

	Address
	Rashtriya Andhjan Mandal
Junagadh-Vanthali Highway
P.O. Box 8
Shapur, District Junagadh
Gujarat 362205
	6801 N. Milwaukee Ave., #606
Niles, IL 60714

	Phone(s)
	2872-2573-86
	847-647-6677

	Fax
	
	940-991-2023

	E-mail
	
	vileenshah@hotmail.com


 

Part I: Information about your group/organization

Please feel free to attach any additional sheets and/or information such as brochures, press reports etc.

	1.  Name of the group/organization requesting funds. 
Rashtriya Andhjan Mandal, Junagadh District Branch



	2. When was the group established? 
Sept. 6, 1980


	3. Briefly describe the motivation for starting this group. 
Since its inception, the organization has focused its efforts into providing facilities that aid in making the blind self-reliant, economically independent, and competent contributors in society.

	4. Briefly describe the aims of your group. 

To empower the blind through education and training in becoming self-sufficient through employment or self-employment and thus, integrate them with dignity, in the mainstream society.

	5. Does your group have any religious, caste, sectarian or political affiliation? If yes, please describe the type of affiliation and the reason for it.

NO

	6. What non education-related community development activities is your group involved in? REGULAR – half yearly updates needed

Vocational Training and other activities.

	7. Does your organization have FCRA clearance from the Indian government? This is required for you to receive foreign funds. 
Yes.


 

 Part II: Details about your educational project/s

	8. List the school/s run by your group, and their locations. If you are requesting funds for only a few of several schools, please specify which one/s. 
This funding request is for Junagadh District Branch to create a Braille Library for  Blind students.

	9. Location of school/s Rural  

	10. Specify the type (s) of education provided (e.g. basic literacy, NFE, primary education, balwadi/anganwadis, vocational training etc.). 
Special education for the blind including vocational and rehabilitation for the blind  

	11. Please tell us about your teaching techniques (conventional vs. alternative) A detailed response is appreciated with examples and references. 

This is a special education for the blind. The school organizes programs to provide home-based braille and rehab training for school-going children under Integrated Education Program and provides braille textbooks for them.      

	12. What is the literacy rate in your local community? 
Barely 1% for the blind across India.

	13. Describe the socio-economic background of the children and their parents (e.g. education, occupational). If any of your students are employed, please tell us about that as well. 
Most of these beneficiaries are from the lowest socio-economic stratum. Most parents are farm workers on minimum wages.

	14. What are the admission criteria for the students to join your school? How many children attend your school currently? What is your boy:girl ratio? What is your teacher:student ratio? Regular upadtes needed on these figures: 
The school provides resource education for the blind students who are going to regular schools. These students need to learn braille and rehab training. The basic admission criterion is that an applicant must be blind and going to a regular school. 

	15. In addition to education, does your group provide any other services to the children in your schools (e.g. food, health care, clothing, etc.) 

Rehab training for the blind that includes how to use a cane and walk independently, personal grooming and other independent living skills    

	16. How do you perceive that education will improve the lives of the children in your village? 
This primary education will help children receive higher education and become productive citizens in the future. 

	X17. Does your school have:

Its own building(s):
 Yes 

Number and type of classrooms (e.g. Pukka): 




Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Toilets

 X
Playground
 X
  Toys

 X
Chairs & Tables
 X
Blackboard
 No
  Library
 No
Drinking water
 X
Electricity
 X
  Computers
 No
Laboratory
No
Teaching aids (e.g. books/slates) X 
 



	18. What is the age group of the children currently enrolled in your school(s)? 
5-15 years—school-going children. In addition, the school also runs adult braille literacy programs for seniors.
 

	19. How many staff are employed at your schools?

Teachers
 
Minimum Qualifications: Certified teachers by the State of Gujarat are hired.  5
Other staff 11


	20. Average distance the children travel to attend your school: 
Blind children do not have to travel because teachers travel and go to them where they live. 



	21. Please answer this if your school has existed for at least 5 years. How many children have gone through your program in the past five years and what are they doing currently? Please tell us about their future education possibilities. How would you visualize their future employment possibilities?

Examples required: 
From this school, nearly 50 children have benefited from the program. Most of them are already taking higher education. More than 25 are willing to go for university education and become professors, lawyers and choose other white collar jobs.   

	22. Do you help your students with their future education efforts after they have passed out of your school? If so please describe your efforts.  
The school provide scholarships and braille textbooks for their higher education. There is a career counseling program to help them choose a right career of their aptitude. 


	23. Are there any other schools (Kindergarten/Balwadi, Elementary school, High school) in the area? If so, please list the schools and the range of classes each of them offers. 
There are no other schools for the blind in this district.

	24. Is your program different from that provided at these schools? Please explain. 
Certainly, this program is specifically for blind children and adults and it is carried on with the help of professionals for the blind.   

	25. Why are the children in your school/s not attending government/other schools in the local area? 
There is no government school for the blind in our area.

	26. Do you try to involve the parents of the children in the running of the school (e.g. in setting the syllabus etc.)? Please specify. 
Parents know little about their blind kids' educational needs. Involvement of parents is of a different nature in our activities. We make parents more responsible for taking care of their children. 

	27. What are your expansion plans for the future (e.g. adding more classes or schools)? How do you see your school impacting the village five years from now? 
We want to expand our braille library and production of braille textbooks so that more blind students can benefit and more blind adults can access braille literature.   

	28. What are the primary sources of funds for your organization right now? Please provide audited bank statements: private donations and government grants. 
Audited statements will be provided as needed.  

	29. Please provide  a detailed profile of your organization that addresses following:

· Names and addresses of the board of directors / senior management of your organization – 

President Dr. M.D. Nanavati
Vice-President D.K. Shah
Honorary Secretary Anil V. Patel
· If and how your organization is working with the government – in what areas, addressing what issues 
· Involvement in any government initiated education programs: 
Our Integrated program for disabled children has been approved by the State Government.

· Names and purpose of associations and periodic conferences that the organization takes part in: 
The organization participates in many state and national level conferences related blindness problems, progress and development plans.  

	30. Any additional details you would like to provide to us.- photographs, annual reports, audited bank statements compulsory. 
Photographs and annual reports will be mailed any time on request. 



	31. Do you have any suggestions for us? 
Braille literacy is of prime importance, it makes blind individuals productive citizens. Technology for the blind is expensive. The money spent cannot be quantified in terms of the number of beneficiaries receiving services. Blind schools do not have large number of students.   




32. If possible, please provide us with the contact information of two individuals from your community who can describe the impact of your program. 

1. Mahendra Mehta, Andh Sarvodaya Mandal, 15 Laxmi Wadi, Rajkot 360002, Phone: 281-222-8932.

2. Babubhai Babwani, Amreli Jilla Andh Jan Pragati Mandal, Chital Road, Amreli. Phone 2796-222-3932    

33. Asha for Education requires reports from its projects every six months to continue funding. Please provide the contact information for the person from your group who will be responsible for these reports. 
Mr. Anil Patel 

 

 

 Part III: Financial Details


Please feel free to attach any information such as annual reports, budgets etc.

	34. What sources fund your group’s activities at present? List the sources and the current and future funding from each of them. If these funds are meant for a specific part of your group’s activities, please describe those restrictions.

This is a one-time request to fund the establishment of a Braille library, no other sources of funding are currently available.  


35. Please provide us with details of your projected budget for the next 3 years:

Our request for $5000 is for purchasing a braille printer and necessary software in the United States. The request is a one-time investment guaranteed to be utilized for many years to come.
	36. Please provide details of the fixed costs of your school/s for the next three years. 
This will be a one-time donation from which we will continue to produce braille books, the Braille printer is only manufactured in the US. The manufacturer of this braille printer is Enabling Technologies Company located in Jensen Beach, Florida. 

	37. Do any of your students pay school fees? Please provide details.

No.


38. What amount are you requesting from Asha, and for what specific purpose?

	Items
	Amount
	One time / Annual

	Braille Printer and Duxbury Software
	$5000
	One Time


Asha for Education            P O Box 957084 Hoffman Estates, IL 60195-7084 
http://www.ashanet.org/chicago

