This is a brief site visit report of the Siragu Montessori School. Asha Cleveland volunteers Archana, Divya and Srikanth conducted the site visit on 15 July 2008. Priyadarshini, Archana’s sister accompanied them. 

We met Mr. Muthuraman, Uma’s husband in Chennai city and drove about 40 kms to the school. Uma was unable to make it as she was away on work. 

We were welcomed into the school office by a few students with a greeting card made by them with flowers. Construction work was going on to build a shelter in front of the classrooms to prevent rainwater from splashing in and disrupting the activities.  We started our tour by visiting a classroom where the students were divided into 4 corners; math corner, reading corner, science corner and story telling corner. We spent time talking to the children and they demonstrated their skills in math –solving complex multiplication problems in minutes, geography – identifying flags of different countries, in science – describing the calorific value of different foods etc. Several children told us that growing up, they wanted to become doctors, mechanics, actors, and cricket players (especially like Dhoni)

We then spoke with the teachers who explained their teaching methods and how students responded to those methods – some picked up easily, some took time, some were disinterested, and some were quick to grasp. They explained how they let the children decide what and how they wanted to learn – thus giving them the freedom and respecting their will.

Teachers respected the students, and the students gave them the same respect in return. The motto in the school was treating others the way you would like to be treated. Teachers were living this motto through their interactions with the students. They also shared several individual stories about their experience and difficulties in interacting with the children and the methods they used to resolve the issues. 

The next stop was the principals’ office. This room also doubled as the staff room and school library. The principal was happy to see us and was describing her experiences with the different kids who she treated with a lot of love and affection. We noticed how little children looked to her as a motherly figure and would often hug her or sit on her lap or share their food with her. She told us how positive the children were to learning new ideas and how excited they were to learn more. She also spoke very highly of all the teaching staff the school had and how well they had adapted to the tough tasks of dealing with children from difficult families.


We then spent some time looking through the books in the library and were pleasantly surprised at the quality of books available to the students. Mr. Muthuraman mentioned that Siragu was looking for help in acquiring more quality books in math and science. Siragu also has one computer connected to the internet and were looking to get more working computers and or laptops with web cams to have chat sessions with school children from other parts of the world.  

At the end of our site visit, we were handed a glass of refreshing non-dairy butter milk made of peanuts. Muthuraman told us that the children helped in making the food and knew what was healthy for them by calculating the calorific value of their daily diet. 

Overall the site visit was a very humbling experience where we learnt how good intentions and selfless acts of a few people could benefit and touch the lives of underprivileged children. Uma, Muthuraman and the entire staff of Siragu need commendation for the marvelous work they are doing. We believe Asha Cleveland should help out in any way possible for them to continue their priceless work.

