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The increasing pressure of globalization is pushing tens of thousands of farming families in rural India to the brink of extinction. Struggling with unpredictable monsoons, straining to keep pace with relentless competition, facing the ever-increasing pesticide-resistance of bugs, unable to pay back borrowed money and going deeper into debt, more than one-hundred thousand farmers have committed suicide. This project is an effort to reach out to the children and widows of affected families and facilitate a turnaround from suicide to self reliance.
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I. Background & Purpose of Site Visit 

The purpose of the site visit was to understand the plight faced by farming families affected by suicide, to assist five widows in getting out of debt and to evaluate self reliance options for them, to support the education of affected children, to accompany Joe on his 3rd visit to India and to understand in more depth the needs of the children and families The Joseph Curiale Foundation is supporting. 
II. Reaching Hyderabad



Traveling by train, we left Chennai on 10th September, Sunday at 6:30 PM and reached Hyderabad on 11th June Monday morning at 7.45 AM. We were greeted by Joe and his friend Suman at the railway station. 
 III. Site visit notes & observations

During this visit we met with many farming families that are affected by suicide and very much in need of money to repay their debts. Being well below the poverty line, they continually struggle for their daily survival. They are quite intimidated by moneylenders. In various villages in Bodhan-mandal, we met with widows and came to know that the families who had gotten support from Joe during our previous visit had not received their bank passbooks yet! We had to work really hard, late into the night, trying to convince the bank manager to issue passbooks for all the families.  The bank manager kept saying it would take at least one more week to make it happen, but we argued that at the time of opening any account it’s the bank’s responsibility to issue passbooks on the spot. The manager finally agreed and complied. Asha thus played a vital role in resolving the matter. We decided to meet all the widows in their respective villages and hand the passbooks over in person. We wanted to be absolutely sure they had control over their finances:

- First we went to Amdapur village to meet the widow Sayamma, and handed her her passbook.
- At Hunsa village we visited the two and half year old girl, Sweetie, orphaned after the suicide of her parents. We turned the passbook over to her grandmother, Anshavva. Sweetie is a very bright and cute baby. We have resolved to support her for the long term. The FS2S project will in fact center around the case of Sweetie and other children like her, who are suffering from the unfolding tragedy. 

- Next we went to Thagelli village to meet the widow Yasoda, and gave her her passbook. 
- We went to Bodhan village again to deliver passbooks to two more widows, Poshavva and Laxmi.
- At Erajpally village we met widow Susheela and handed over her passbook, thus completing the work the bank failed to do eight weeks earlier. 

Next we drove to the State Bank of Hyderabad in Dichpally to fund the fixed deposit accounts of the widows, Dhanalakshmi, Jamuna, and Radha.
- We then proceeded to Machareddy village to establish fixed deposit accounts for two more widows: Sharadha, of Chukapur village, and Renuka, of Ghanpur village. We went to the Machareddy branch of the State Bank of Hyderabad to deposit one lakh each into their newly established fixed deposit accounts. Each will be receiving an interest payment of Rs.1750 quarterly. Their happiness and relief was easy to see. 
Beneficiaries from Joe’s site visit

Name






Amount (Rs)

1. Smt. Radha





1,00,000
2. Smt. Jamuna





1,00,000
3. Smt. Dhanalakshmi




1,00,000
4. Smt. Renuka





1,00,000
5. Smt. Sharadha





1,00,000
Most of the women we met go to a local beedi company for minimal daily wages. They simply can't afford to pay the fees for educating children. It became very clear that Asha can play a vital role in the empowerment of these women and the education of their children.

IV. Meeting with Asha Hyderabad Volunteer

We had a very good meeting with Asha Hyderabad volunteers including Giridhar, Anuj, Prashanth, Pavan, and Suman. Joe explained details of project FS2S and thanked the Asha Hyderabad volunteers for their involvement. Some suggestions were offered by the volunteers for fund raising.  Anuj suggested selling Asha Hyderabad paintings made by children with disabilities. Joe agreed to take them to the US. Giridhar added the project to the Asha Hyderabad webpage and set up the donate button for fund raising.
V. Asha Intervention Strategy
Nizamabad has 150 villages. Each mandal in the district contains 18 villages. 9,000 people live in Hunsa village, which has two schools. One is a government school and the other a private school.  The children of widows study primarily in the government schools.

The role of Asha will be to:
(i) Support scholarships for children 

(ii) Improve facilities in the schools where these children study

(iii) Offer self-reliance programs especially for widows and young girls, and give them an alternative to their current beedi factory jobs

(i) Children identified for Asha Scholarships
	S.No
	Name of the widow
	Children Name
	Class
	Fees including notebooks and uniforms (Rs)

	1
	Dhanalakshmi
	Ranjeetha

Naveen
	IV

VI
	3000

3500

	2
	Gangamalu
	Maruthi

Monika
	Balwadi

II
	1500

2000

	3
	Radha
	Prashanth
	Balwadi
	500

	4
	Renuka
	Sumalatha

Venkatesh
	XII

XI
	5000

4000

	5
	Susheela
	Banuchander

Anitha
	III

II
	3000

2500

	6
	Anshavva (grandmother)
	Sweeti
	Anganwadi
	1500

	7
	Yasodha
	Savithri

Rajamani
	II

Anganwadi
	2000

500

	8
	Poshavva
	One Daughter
	IV
	3000

	9
	Sharadha
	Prabavathi

Soni
	IX

VII
	3000

2500

	10
	Jamuna
	Four childens
	II,VII,Anganvadi, One Daughter
	8000

	11
	Gangi
	Saju

Padmavathi
	V

VIII
	3500

4500

	12
	Padma
	Kavya
	VII
	3500

	13
	Bhudavva Battenki
	Samatha

Sami
	V

II
	3500

2000

	14
	Rajavva
	Hamsa
	VIII
	4500

	15
	Kokatla Balaiah
	Manusha
	I
	1500

	16
	Manjula
	Santosh

One Girl
	IV

II
	3000

2500

	
	Total
	
	
	74,000


(ii) Improving facilities in Government Schools

$1,000

Begin with high quality book sets to excite children about studies; facilitate parent-teacher meetings; invest in teacher training

(iii) Self reliance training program for widows and young girls

We propose to set up a tailoring unit with the following cost breakdown:

Four sewing machines  
Rs. 3,000x4

 Rs.12, 000

Stitching materials



 Rs.  5,000

Room Rent  
            Rs. 1,000x12
 
 Rs. 12,000

Total




             Rs. 29,000 ($700)
(iv) Site visit Expenses for the volunteers


      Travel Expenses




Rs. 2000


       Food Expenses




Rs. 1500


      Accommodation 




Rs   2500


      Total





Rs 5500 ($130)

VI. Asha Fundraising Target: $3,551 for 2006-2007


            28 Asha Scholarships


$1721


Improving Government Schools
$1,000




Tailoring center


$700


Site vist expenses for a year

$130

VII. Site Visit Expenses (for Dhanalakshmi, Jeba)

1. Train Journey and (Local Transport)


Rs. 2,142
2. Food (4 days)





Rs.  650

3. Accommodation




Rs. 1,145
 

Total






Rs. 3,937 ($93)

Site visit expenses were supported by a US-based volunteer.
VIII. Photos taken during site visit uploaded at

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=730
http://www.ashanet.org/hyderabad/
UQE 2047


