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I visited the school run by Padmashree Society on June 29
th

. This was a surprise visit. I 

reached there around 11:30am.   

 

I walked around the school run by Padmashree organization and didn’t see any students 

or teachers. Some kids were playing with a swing that was tied to the roof of one room. 

Then I went inside the office and introduced myself.  There was a lady in the school 

office, she told me the school was closed due to summer vacation.  Mr. Sastri had been to 

Bhubaneswar on some personal assignment. She showed me the office, classrooms, 

school register book. In school register book all the kids’ family background and pictures 

were listed. It was nicely maintained register book. The office was also well-decorated 

room with computer and printer. She showed me some medicine in the office that she 

told they give it to the kids.   One of the classrooms was really some with 3-4 benches. 

The other classroom was quite big. 

 There were 3 elderly people sitting on veranda of the day care center (two more rooms 

adjacent to the smaller class room). Since I have heard from Mr. Sastri that he provides 

lunch to old people, I asked them do they get lunch everyday. They didn’t seem very 

eager to answer that question. Their response was like yes/no. I also asked how many old 

people come here everyday to have lunch here. They didn’t have any clear answer for 

that question either.  

 

Since there were no kids in the school due to vacation I asked her to take me to the kids’ 

house. I visited some 8-10 families (mothers and kids). I didn’t note down their names.   

The first family I met lived in the house next door to the school. I met the mother and few 

kids (one pre-school age and two supplementary school age) there. She told her house 

was burnt due to fire and Mr. Sastri was helping her to put together the house. I asked her 

if her kids attended Mr. Sastris’s school. She said they used to go to Mr. Sastri’s school 

before summer vacation. I asked her if they got food there everyday. She said that they 

got food once in a week. I asked the kids the same questions and got the same answers. 

Asha-Cleveland was funding a budget based on the kids getting food every school day.  

I asked the kids to show me the study materials provided by Mr. Sastri. They showed me 

their bags containing the study material. According to the kids and mother, the books 

were provided by the Govt. school. The rest of the study material that I saw wasn’t worth 

Rs540.00 that Asha-Colorado provided per kid 

Then she took me to a place where 3-4 families lived. I asked the question about food, 

study material and if they attend Mr. Sastri’s school. One mother told she used to send 

her kids to the school. Since she thinks that the kids got more notorious and they don’t 



learn anything there, she stopped sending them to that school. I asked her if they got food 

there. Her answer was that they got food once in week (on Wednesday). She didn’t seem 

to care much about the food. I got similar response about food from other mothers and 

kids. I even tried asking some simple English spelling and simple arithmetic questions to 

the older kids. None of the answers were correct.  

Then I met two more families in a different place. No body seemed to take interest in 

answering my questions. I got the feeling that people in that area did not care much for 

the school. They looked as if they were forced to answer those questions since the lady 

from the office was with me. Whenever I asked something they gazed at her and thought 

for a while before answering the questions. However, the answers were pretty much the 

same that I got from other kids and mothers. After that I met one more family. I asked the 

same questions but they were no discrepancy between their answers and the answer I got 

earlier. 

In between meeting the families I tried talking to some people from the village who don’t 

send their kids to that school. I suppose they are rich enough to provide private tuition to 

their children. Some said they don’t see any impact of this school in this area. Some 

people in the village mentioned Mr. Sastri arranges some kind of feast on every 

Wednesday and he invites his friends and relatives to the party.   

All the kids with whom I had spoken go the Buchhar School. That is the Govt. school in 

that area. 

I stayed there some time between an hour and two. By the time I left the place it started 

raining heavily. So I couldn’t go to meet any more families. The school was closed so I 

could not get any information about teachers. The lady who took me around told that the 

teachers came from some near by village. 

AID-India had donated some money to Mr. Sastri to buy a van so that he could run 

mobile food service for the old people who can’t come to have lunch at the day care 

center provided by Mr. Sastri. I asked the lady from the office whether she had seen the 

new van. She was not aware of any van bought by Mr. Sastri. She said Mr. Sastri hadn’t 

done much lately due to his accident and his mother’s medical condition. She also 

mentioned that after her husband left her she was going though a very difficult situation 

and Mr. Sastri helped her at that time. She also said that Mr. Sastri decided to start this 

school for her daughters. 

My general opinion about the project after this visit is that some work is being done by 

this project but the work is neither very extensive nor very effective. 

We always had a trust issue with Mr. Sastri and this project. After the site visit report 

Asha-Colorado core has decided to stop funding this project. I have also communicated 

our decision to Mr. Sastri and Padmashree Society.  




