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We started up at 10.00am from Asha Home (Besant Nagar, Chennai) went to pick up Uma and Mutharam at Suyam office to go to Siragu School at Thiruvallur District.


It took hardly two hours travel to reach the Siragu School.  We all reached the school by 1.00 pm. SIRAGU Montessori School is a unit of Suyam started in June 2003. It was started especially for children of the scheduled tribes (pavement dwellers and mendicants). Traditionally carrying on the practice of begging, this community never had any real opportunities for breaking out of their situation. Siragu was started with the objective of providing quality education to first-generation learners. SIRAGU started not only for street children but also for children from brick chambers and from various parts of the society.  

The school consists of 10 classrooms. The resident children are staying only in classrooms at night. There are 150 students studying in the school.  Among 150 students, sixty children are residential.  In the Siragu School, 14 teaching staff and 11 non-teaching staff.  Among the teaching staff, there are 11 females and 3 males.  Three teachers are staying in hostel and taking care of the children.
 Teachers are selected from the Palavedu Panchayat community, and then trained. 
From 3:30-4:30 pm they stay in the school. This time is spent in going through the day's activities, and planning for the next day. Difficulties faced, solutions and clarifications are discussed. The teachers also go through books on child development, a new book everymonth. 


Teachers meet in the school every Saturday for training. They go through the previous week's activities, and visualize this in the form of a display. Then they go through, the more than 100 reference books (on subjects, activities, child development etc.),andprepareforthenextweek'sactivities. 

The activities are prepared based on each child's needs, to enable the child to learn spontaneously and according to their interest. Each child is given a choice from four or five activities in each session. It was not a working day, but all the teachers were present in the school, I was impressed with whatever the teaching materials showed for all the subjects.

They collect donation from neighborhood in cash & kind. They some how manage the food etc. I found that they have a dream of education needed for the people. They don’t want to copy the traditional system, which is not relevant for the children.

They’re not able to meet the expenditure on teacher’s salary. They do deserve it. Their request genuine and deserve favourable consideration. 
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