Surprise Visit to Srishti (being funded by Asha-Berkeley)
Kala, May 13, 2006.

I made a surprise visit to Srishti in its new premises at 80/9, Kishangarh, on Saturday, May 13, 2006. The new premises is in much cleaner surroundings than the earlier one and has a little extra space. It is well-maintained. The school had closed for summer vacations as of Friday, May 12, 2006. Sanghamitra was not there and the school was locked. After I talked to Sanghamitra, according to her suggestion, an ex-student of the school (who lives on the same road) opened the school premises for me to take a look. The school in the new premises has three rooms—one classroom for the smaller kids (nursery and KG), and one for the bigger kids (classes 1 and 2). In addition there is a computer room on the first floor where there are 4 PCs and a monitor. 
There are about 120 students now. Since it is summer, most of the kids have gone back to their villages. Only a few, about 30-45 of them are attending the evening classes, which go on from 4-5 (for the smaller kids) and 5-6 (for the bigger kids). Since there were no students at the time of my visit, I observed the furniture in place in the school premises since they are budgeted for in their report to Asha-Berkeley.
The room for the bigger kids contains 5 sets of desks and chairs for the students while the room for the smaller kids contains 10 (shorter, colorful red) desks for students. In each of the class rooms there is a table and desk (total of 2 sets) for the teachers. In addition there are about 24 plastic chairs. There are a couple of toilets both in relatively good condition. There are about 3 big carpets for use in winter. The dhurries were not there probably because of the weather. So, based on the budget they had sent to Asha-Berkeley, all seems to be place (in fact they had budgeted only for 10 desks for students, but I counted 15 of them). They are going to get Internet connection soon after the academic session begins. So the budget of 47,500 they budgeted for furniture, fixtures and maintenance holds good.
Based on my talk with Sanghamitra, they are planning to get a cooler for the rest of the summer. A company by name “Room to Read” has promised to donate some PCs to the school. They are going an MoU soon. 
As far as teacher strength goes, they have four full-time teachers (during the regular academic session, I didn’t see anyone when I went since no classes were in progress), one assistant teacher and one math teacher. After the regular academic session begins in mid-June, they are planning to recruit a few more teachers. Danny Kedem was teaching there for sometime, and now there continues to be a volunteer who is an ex-IIT graduate. They have already introduced uniforms and shoes, and the children are required to wear them everyday to school. Books and stationery are being provided to children in class with the proviso that they remain in the school after classes get over. If they are allowed to take the books and stationery home, they do not return. Breakfast continues to be provided by a firm, Dalton Cables, and supplemented by Srishti (with tandoor and stuffed paratha) which turns out to be quite good breakfast for the kids. They plan to celebrate all festivals, sports and excursion during the next academic session. 
So, the total budget of Rs.3,97,000 Srishti has presented to Asha-Berkeley, holds good in the new premises. Next time, when the academic session begins, around June 12, I will pay a surprise visit hopefully when the classes are in progress. 
Sanghamitra is going to London and France for about two weeks beginning from May 14 until June 1, to be present for the India week celebrations at a school near Paris, France. Apparently a delegation of that School’s Headmaster and students visited srishti sometime back with a lot of stationery and goodwill. They came to know of srishti through a common friend. In that school near Paris, on the last day of the India week celebration, Sanghamitra will speak about srishti with a view to exploring ideas of collaboration and exchange of students in the long run. 

Once Sanghamitra returns, I have requested her to update the website with Srishti’s details, which Asha-Berkeley’s Chirag has sent to me.

