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Vidyarambam started its mission three years ago.  By the year 2008 it would enroll about 100000 underprivileged children of 3 to 10 years of age in Tamilnadu, the southern most district of India.

ASHA is one among a few donors who are supporting Vidyarambam’s projects. It is our privilege to have  ASHA‘s  support in Tsunami affected area in Nagapattinam District.

ASHA sent in about ten thousand dollars (Indian Rupees Rs.4,33,400) by the end of March 2005.     A proposal was sent to ASHA for Rs. 4,33,400 for opening 16 Centers for Pre-primary education and 16 centers for Remedial Course and run them right through the academic year ending April 2006.

Pre-primary 

The Pre-primary centers were started in March 2005.  In 16 centers located in 15 villages, about 386 children of 3 to 5 year age have been enrolled.  They were given shoulder bags  with a slate, notebooks and books.  As a special gesture all children of Tsunami affected area were given 2 sets of new dresses.

After the dreadful Tsunami, mothers would not leave their children alone.   It was difficult for our field volunteers to convince them to send their children to our Learning Centers.  Children by themselves were enthusiastic when we offered them toys and playthings in the classroom.  Rhymes with action are easily practiced and learnt by all of them.  After about 100 days, the children recite rhymes, names of the weekdays, names of the months both in English and Tamil.  They identify the names of their own body parts, animals, birds, trees, vegetables, fruits, flowers, colors, numbers, Tamil and English alphabet. They have learnt basic concepts of big/small, long/short, broad/narrow, heavy/light, many/few. They have learnt cleanliness, orderliness and salutations.  They all have grown free of fear and face challenges with courage and self-confidence.  

Remedial Course

The centers for Remedial Course have been launched on 11.07.2005 in about 13 villages of Nagapattinam district..  About 370 children of 8 to 10 year age have been admitted.    They were given books and notebooks. Those who were 
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all weak in language (unable to identify Tamil letters) and numbers (unable to work simple math) were identified through tests and enrolled.  In about 40 days, most of them have picked up reading the language and working small arithmetic.

We have introduced libraries for children where we keep good story books.   Children of 5 to 14 years of age become members and enthusiastically borrow books for reading.  

We have introduced  Mobile Toy Library in Nagapattinam district.   The van goes village to village, halts for 2 hours and provides games and toys for about 50 children in each place.  In the past 3 months it has reached about 6500 children.

Thus Vidyarambam runs integrated projects so that every village has the complete program of education for the needy children. 

Vidyarambam is marching ahead this year with an ambitious program to cover 35,000 children thro Pre- Primary and Remedial course alone.  Through Libraries and Mobile Toy Libraries we plan to reach 50,000 children more.

We solicit support from all kind-hearted people.
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