SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES OF SANCTUARY SCHOOLS
Report for the academic year 2007-2008

The Academic Year 2007-2008 started on the 11th of June, 2007. There was a fortnight's vacation in October .The school will close for summer vacation on the 30th of April, 2008 and reopen for the next academic year on June 9th, 2008.

This Report is divided into three parts. The first part has a monthly summary of the important activities in the schools for the year 2007-08. The second part will discuss some of the observations over the year and the approaches being planned for the next academic year to address these concerns. The third part briefly states the plans for the beginning of the next academic year.

Part 1: Monthly Summary of important activities 

The activities cover enrichment programmes, workshops, reviews and visits to conferences. The routine functions of the schools are not mentioned here.

June 2007: Between the 6th and 10th of June we had the following: 

i. Students interaction and assessment:Only the older students of groups 3, 4 and 5 were present. Chitra Krishnamurty, Premnath, Chandrasekar and Sudha were present. There was individualized review and assessment of the children in the different subjects for planning their curriculum for the new year. 

ii. Teacher review and planning :  All the teachers participated. Based on the student review the curriculum was planned for the year.

The Schools reopened on the 11th of June.
The number of children in the Kalligutta Sanctuary school had increased to 30. As it is a multi-level classroom the teacher found it difficult to attend to the needs and demands of the different learning levels all alone. Therefore some changes were planned to get assistance for the teacher. Krishnamurthy who works at the Kaigal Centre assisted Jayapalappa the teacher at Kalligutta 2 days in a week and also handled the science and social science programmes. 

We also received assistance from Nikita Gandhi who was with us for 4 months. Nikita took care of the English and Crafts classes in three Schools.

July 2007: Chandrasekar along with three teachers (Jaipalappa, Ramesh and Sateeshwar) attended the Learning Network Conference at Chamrajanagar. Sudha and Chitra were also present. The group presented a paper titled ‘Challenges and Approaches in Teacher Enrichment’. Here the teachers shared there different experiences, the challenges they face and how they approach these challenges. The presentation was well received.

August: Art workshop: This was conducted by an artist, Sreshta. It was a two-day workshop for group 3, 4 and 5 students from all the schools. They were introduced to creative story telling, sketching and painting. There were also activities that help in bringing quiet to the mind and looking inwards. 

Community Meeting: A meeting was held with  three village communities to discuss and get a feedback on the school programme. It provided an opportunity to emphasise on the need to send their children regularly to the school and ensure that they do not drop out.

September: Teacher enrichment in specific subjects:  

a. With the increase in children's' learning level the teachers needed help in Math and English. We decided to have monthly intensive two day math classes for the teachers at Bangalore. Sandhya Shankararaman, a math teacher at The Valley School, agreed to shoulder this responsibility which programme continued till February 2008.

b. Similarly, Sudha coordinated help in English to teachers. 

October: ‘Science Fair’ was celebrated on October 2nd at our Kaigal Centre. 34 students of class 7 and 4 teachers from The Valley School and 25 students of groups 4 and 5 of the Sanctuary Schools and their teachers presented this programme. The students demonstrated a variety of experiments that they have learnt in their schools. Students and teachers from two nearby government village schools visited and participated. 

One period every day had been set aside for our students to try out different experiments and prepare for the presentation.

A small Resource Room has also been set up. We plan to open it to some of the nearby schools in a few months.  The Resource Room has a variety of books to read and teaching aids developed and used by the Sanctuary Schools.

The schools closed for a short vacation for 2 weeks at the end of October.

November/December: Preparation for the Art Mela: Two hours every day was given to craft work, pottery and painting. This helped the children to make the art items for exhibition and sale at the Art Mela organized by The Valley School, Bangalore. The children made a variety of hand stitched, embroidered cloth bags, macramé pot holders, floor mats besides many pottery items. 

January, February and March 2008: These three months were used for more focused academic work. The older students from groups 3, 4 and 5 had weekly tests for assessments. This was followed by specific remedial work to strengthen their areas of difficulty. 

Material making:  Three days in March were used to prepare learning materials – flash cards, picture cards, domino games, work sheets etc. The older students also participated in this activity along with the teachers to get these materials ready for the next academic year.
Interactive Science Exhibition:  This was similar to the one organized in the previous academic year. Class 4 students and teachers from The Valley School demonstrated a set of experiments and paper crafts (including origami) to the students and teachers of the Sanctuary Schools. 

April: Review meeting and teacher feed back: There was a three day meeting for review of the year's programme, teacher feed back and teacher-performance reviews. Subject review for Telugu was done by Chitra Krishnamurthy. The teachers' assessments included Self Assessment and Peer Feedback. Self Assessment was facilitated through a few introspective questions for which the teachers had to write down their thoughts and feelings, followed by individual meeting with the teachers. The assessments were received well by the teachers and there was a positive and open response to discussions. 

Material purchase:  School Materials for the academic year 2008-09 were purchased.  

Part 2: Future plans based on some important observations over the year 

Our reviews and discussions showed that there were specific areas that need attention and strengthening (for teachers and students). We are identifying ways of addressing the following two important areas for the next academic year.
i. Language programme (Telugu and English):  The review in April and earlier class room observations helped us to arrive at some conclusions. 

The teachers are comfortable making teaching aids for the smaller children (age groups 3 to 7), working with text books and preparing supplementary materials like worksheets for older students. The students too have learnt these skills fairly well. They are capable of using text books and working out the assignments in these books. 

However their oral skills – loud reading, intonation, expression, public speaking, poetry reading etc.- need a lot more attention. Creative and original writing is another area that needed strengthening. 

'Theatre' is one activity that can strengthen these skills in addition to loud reading etc. We are therefore planning a theatre workshop for all teachers and some students in the beginning of June 2008. There may be two or three such workshops/interactions with resource persons over the year. Mr. Manjunath of a group called 'Palash' has been identified as our resource person for 'Theatre' activity.

ii. Craft and Life Skill Training and Development Programme:  This programme will focus on developing skills in craft work for a selected group of older students. 

Why this programme? We have seen over the years that adolescent children from these communities show less interest in pure academic work. We attempted to prepare 2 students for class 7 examinations in the year 2007-08. In 2006-07 we had worked with a girl for the same. We did not succeed in this attempt. The students get disinterested and demoralized as subjects become more abstract and content-based. Because of this, they become irregular to classes and quite often drop out of the school. This applies even to the very bright students. It has taken us a lot of individual talking and relating to hold them back in the school. 

What is it that will capture  their interest and keep them in the school? How do we incorporate this into the school programme? 

We had seen that hands-on work interested the students. They had already been introduced to basic craft work and even traditionally the adults of the community weave baskets and mats for their daily use. We asked ourselves as to why not we initiate a programme that focuses on these skills with greater rigor and depth? 

Hence our future plan had to be based on what we had seen of the children and the Tribal Community as a whole:

· We believe that the children need more time to absorb this vast academic content, being first generation learners. 
· A hands – on, rigorous, skill development programme may interest them and also develop their power of concentration.

· The skill development programme will also prepare them to earn a livelihood in a more meaningful way rather than becoming labourers in the metro cities.

· They will be challenged and encouraged to produce work of good quality that is marketable.

· The students will continue with an academic programme that will challenge them at their individual learning levels which will build their self confidence
The programme: As a pilot project we plan to introduce the following skills – carpentry, candle making, embroidery, tailoring and macramé, vermi-composting and establishing medicinal gardens. 

Two full days in a week will be set aside for this. About 8 to 10 students above 11 years of age will be selected for this exposure. On three days of the week these students will go through an academic programme that will be planned for them. The students will come to the Kaigal Centre on two days where the training will be conducted as an in-house activity. There will be a coordinator for this activity who possesses some of these skills and also has the capability to coordinate and facilitate such an activity. 

Part 3: The Academic Year 2008-2009

The Sanctuary Schools reopen on the 9th of June 2008. 

Teachers come after a two-week vacation from the 26th of May for planning and orientation. 

The orientation programme has a Theatre Workshop between the 30th of May and 4th of June conducted by Mr. Manjunath of 'Palash'. There will also be a 3 day Environment Education Workshop (dates to be announced) in the month of June. 

The construction of the new school building adjoining the tribal settlement at Kalligutta similar to the one at Mogilurevu is over. The students of 'Parijatham School' at Kalligutta will be moving into this building for their new academic year. 
