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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES OF SANCTUARY SCHOOLS 
OCTOBER 2006 – JANUARY 2007 

 
The Sanctuary Schools work five and a half days a week, Monday through Saturday. The schools 
worked through these months with a week’s vacation in October and a week’s holiday in 
November. There is no long mid-term break for these schools because we close for short 
durations when teachers attend workshops or training programmes and for local festivals and 
celebrations.  
This report does not include details of the daily, routine, activities of the school. Only interesting 
student/teacher projects, student/teacher workshops and review meetings have been mentioned 
here.  
 
School Activities:   
i. Handicrafts: Some of the older children and all 
teachers were involved in producing hand-stitched 
and embroidered cloth bags, Macramé mats and 
hand woven baskets (using the stem of a local, 
wild dry land creeper Cocculus hirsutus) which 
were on exhibition and for sale in the annual 
‘Mela’ organized at ‘The Valley School’. The 
quality of the children’s work has shown a lot of 
improvement over the last year.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
ii. Interactive Science Exhibition:  This was a very interesting and innovative programme. The 
class 4 children from The Valley School with four of their teachers had a display and 
demonstration of 10 science experiments in small groups. About 25 children from the Sanctuary 
Schools with their teachers participated in this. They observed the demonstrations, tried them out 
themselves and made their own notes. These experimental modules where then gifted to the 
Resource Centre at KEEP for future use by the schools. The programme lasted for about 3 hours.  
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This activity was enriching for all the Sanctuary School teachers and children who participated in 
the programme. 
 

iii. Fresh Water Ecosystem – a 
hands-on project:  Conservation of 
forests and its resources is an 
important objective of our education 
programme. The topic, ‘Fresh Water 
Ecosystem’ was covered during the 
first term through a hands-on project. 
The children were involved in 
creating a fresh water body – a lotus 
pond. Note that Lotus grows 
naturally in these forests and is now 
locally becoming rare. 
 
This was a month long project where 
the older students from all the 
schools participated in small groups. 

They worked along with their teachers all the way 
from digging the earth to finally bringing fishes and 
water plants from the streams and rivers nearby to 

the pond. Kartik, an expert (a naturalist 
and herpatologist), co-ordinated this 
project. This water body will also be used 
to grow a variety of water plants (Lotus, 
Hydrilla etc.) that are under threat in this 
region. 
Along with this practical work, students 

studied about ecosystems, soil structure and soil fauna. They learnt how to handle snakes, 
scorpions and other animals with care for protection. 
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Teacher’s Workshops, Conference and Review 
meetings:  
i. Teacher’s Conference at The Valley School, 
Bangalore  (October 13-15): The teachers from the 
Sanctuary Schools and the Coordinator attended the 
conference that was on the theme “Educating the 
Educator”. All schools belonging to the Krishnamurti 
Foundation India participated in this conference. The 
programme had group discussions in a wide range of 
topics related to the main theme and interactive 
workshops on “Body awareness and physical culture”, 
“Art in Education” and “Theatre Education”.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Introduction to making mathematical 
models (November 10-12):  Ms. Sandhya, a 
teacher in The Valley School had a two day 
programme in making three dimensional 
models of geometrical shapes like rhombus, 
hexahedrons, decahedrons and so on. The 
teachers learnt the skills of measuring 
angles, constructing figures, folding and 
then making the models. 
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iii. Review meeting (November 17-19):  This was a three-day review of the activities in the 
schools in the first term, curriculum completion and plan for the next three months. During this 
period there were also English language and Math classes and lesson- planning with the teachers. 


